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MecTo ANnA HUX

XonogHbIM OKTSA6PbLCKMM BevyepoM 4epe3d clabo oCBeLleHHbIN
Y4aCTOK HblO-MOPKCKOro LleHTpanbHOro napka, 4yTb 3aMeTHO
npuxpambiBas, MeAJIEHHO Wes MOJ0LOW MapeHb B OXXUHCAX,
TaXKenblx O0TMHKax apMenckoro Twuna, 4epHon dyTbonke n
KOXXaHON KypTKe. HaBcCTpedy eMy C 0OHON U3 CKaMeeK MogHsaACs
pr)KeBOJ'IOCbIIZ nMnapeHekK NoMoJsioXXe U NoHm>Xe poCToM, B 3JiIeraHTHbIX
bplokax, benom ceuTepe N QJVHHOM YEPHOM MNJaLle.

— OroHbka He HanpeTca? — obpaTuicsa OH K Mpoxoxemy. ToT
OCTaHOBWJICSA, C 3aMeTHbIM obneryeHmnem cbpocun c nieva TaxKenyto
CMOPTUBHYIO CYMKY M AOCTan 13 6G0KOBOro KapMmallka 3a>kKuranky.
O6a oKa3anuchb JIMLOM K JMLY NoA TYCK/bIM CBETOM (hoHaps.

MapeHb B KypTKe NMPOTSHYN OblN0 3aXKUrankKy pbKEMY MapeHbKy,
HO, B3r/ISHyB eMy B /MU0, BAPYr Ha MrHOBEHWEe 3aMep, a 3aTeMm
HEeyJIOBUMbIM [OBV)KEHWEM MaJfibLIEB MEPEBEPHYN 3a)KUraslky W
Ha)kan Ha KHOMKY. B XonoaHbIl BO34yX B3METHY/CA SA3bl4OK
naaMmeHu.

MpocnTenb OroHbka YyTb nodancsa srnepen. MNpukpbiBas curapeTy
MW OroHb OT BeTpa, OH CJyYallHO KOCHynca pebpoM nafoHU
PYKW BRagenbua 3aXWraJku u Mo4vyBCTBOBaJ, KakK pyka 3Ta
cnerka AporHyna. [logHsiB rnasa, OH yBWAEsN, YTO MNapeHb B
KYpTKe MNpoAOJIXKAaeT HEeOTPbIBHO CMOTPETb Ha HEro CTPaHHbIM,
3aUHTPUIrOBaHHbIM B3r1940M. Ho 3ToT npucTanbHbIA B3rnsg
NMoYeMy-TO He Bbl3BaJl Y PbKEro napeHbka agnckomgopTa.

— Cnacunbo, — cka3an OH, 3aTArmBasicb u BbINPAMNIAACH.



— He 3a 4T0, — MallMHaNbHO OTBETWJI NApPeHb B KypTKe. Bce Tak xe
He OoTBOAA OT co6ece,u,H|/|Ka TEMHbIX a3, OH MONIOXKWNA 3a>XXUTaJlKy
06paTHO B CYMKY 1 BCKUHYJ €€ Ha nJevo.

HeckonbKO MrHOBEHWUI OHW CTOSAM KU CMOTpenn Apyr Ha
apyra, oAWH — BHUMAaTeNbHO U CEpbe3HOo, APYron — C JIerkum
HeoOoyMEHUNEM. MnMO HUX C BecenbiMU Kpukamu npobexana
rpynna rnoApoCTKOB, U MapeHb B KOXXaHOW KypTke ByATO O4YHyNCSH
HaKOHeL, OT KaKoro-To TpaHCa, MOBEPHYJICA W nowen pasnblue, a
pPbIXEBOJIOCHIN NMAapeHeK B Malle noxkas njaedyamm n CHoBa Cen Ha
CKaMenky.

* %k % % x

Pooxxep CTaHAM poOowuncs B MaJleHbKOM roOpoAKe Hedasieko
oT Hbto-Mlopka. OH 6bi1 no6O3HATENBHLIM MasibyyraHoM, paHo
3aMHTEepecoBasca TeXHMKOM 1 nobun nposognTb cBO6OAHOE BpEMS
B rapaxe, roe ero oTel, BO3WJICS CO CTapon pa3buTon MalUNHOMN.
Bckope Poaxkep Tak yBsieKcs aBTOMOBMAAMMN, 4TO 3aHATUSA B LLUKOSE
COBCEM TrepecTajin ero unHTepecoBaTb, W OH [OBOJILHO YacTo
cberan C ypoKoB B MECTHYH aBTOPEMOHTHYIO MaCTepCKylo, rae
MOr Yacamum HabnwopaTe 3a paboTon MexaHWKOB. Te He rHanum
Poo)kepa; HamnpoTuMsB, OHW C pPafoCTbio MNOCBALLAIN €ro BO BCe
TOHKOCTM cBoen paboTbl M HaxoAuaum B Hem 6GnarogapHoro wu
BOCTOP)XEHHOro caywatend. ManeHbkun Pogan BCe cCxBaTbiBasa
Ha JIeTy N CKOpPO CTaJl HEMJI0X0 pa3bupaTbCa B yCTPONCTBE MaLUUH.
Ha KapMaHHble AeHbrn OH MOoKyrnan aBTOMOOUbHbIE »XYPHasbl U
3a4MTbIBaICS UMW 4,0 MO3AHEN HOYU, YTO HE OCTABNSAN0 eMY BPEMEHM
Ha NPUroTOBJIEHME YPOKOB, MO3TOMY MapkKu aBToMobusnen oH 3Han
nydwe, 4em ctonumubl wTtatoBs CLIA. Kpome Toro, emy ropasno
60/blLe HPABUJIOCb HAaXOAUTLCSH B KOMMAHUN CUJIbHBIX, YBEPEHHbIX
B cebe MyX4uH, 4eMm B 06LECTBE CBEPCTHMKOB, KOTOPbIE HE YMeNun
HN KYPWUTb, HXN PYraTbCs, N HAYEro He MOHMMaAnN B MallunHax.

JleT B ABeHapuaTb C Poa)kepoM MpukoYmMaacb HENMpUSTHOCTb:
oTeLl, 3acTajl ero 3a pasrnsaiblBaHNEM HEM3BECTHO OTKY/1a B3SIBLLEroCs
XypHania ¢ doTorpadumsmMm obHa)KEHHbIX MY>XXUYMH U HE 3aMensini
noxon4mBo 06bACHUTH Pog)kepy cBouM B3rnsAabl Ha nonobHoe
BPEMSINPENPOBOXXAEHNE.

Kpenko cx/J1IonoTaB 1 XOpOoLUeHbKO Nopa3MbICANB, Poaykep npuLlesn K
IBYM BbIBOJaM: BO-MEPBbIX, KOOME MallWH, EMY HPaBSATCSH MY>XK4MHbI,
a BO-BTOPbIX, Jyylle B 3TO HMKOIro He MoCBALWATh.

Ewe 4yepes roa B WIKOE TOXE NPULLAN K BbiBoAY: Poaxxep CTaHAN
3aHATUIA He noceuwlaeT, a NoCemMy YUC/UTb ero CBOMM YYEeHUKOM



onpekumst bonee He cYMTaeT HYXHbIM, O 4YeM C Mpuckopbmnem wu
coobuiaeT Muctepy n mmuccuc CTaHAn.

Poo>xep nonydun ovepemHyto Tpernky, HO 3TW BOCAMTaATesIbHbIE
Mepbl HN K YeMy He MpuBENW, TakK Kak HaBepCTbiBaTb ynyLleHHOe
Obls10 y>Ke M034HO0, U 0Tel, K Benimyaniien pagoctm Poaxxepa, otaan
€ro Y4eHWKOM B Ty CaMyl0 aBTOPEMOHTHYIO MaCTepCKyl, Wn3-3a
KOTOpOVI ero NCKJn4Ymianm mn3 WKoONbl.

K wecTHaguaTtn rogam Pooykepy y>xe CMOKOMHO A0BEPAIN MALLUVHbI,
MPUroHAEeMble Ha PEMOHT, W KJMEeHTbl YAWBJIEHHO Yyablbanucs,
rnags, Kak 3ToT XyAeHbKuUn napHuwka 6e3owmnboyHo onpenenser
HenosagKn 1, IOBKO OPYAYS UHCTPYMEHTaMU, yCTPaHSAEeT uX.

Poo)xep 3aHumancs nobumbiMm genom m 6bln BNOJSIHE O0BOJIEH
XKN3HbIO, HO TYT npowusowesn ewe oANH HEMpPUATHbIA UHUNOEHT.
Kak-To no3gHO BedyepoM wmuctep CT3HAM BblWeEs, MO CBOeMy
0ObIKHOBEHUIO, Ha 3a4HWN OBOP BbIKYpUTb Nepen CHOM curapeTy u
yBUES BO3J1E CBOEr0 AOMA LIENYOLLYOCS MapoyKy. NpucMoTpeBLUNUCS,
OH YBWAEJs, YTO LEeNyTCcs ABOE MNapHen, NpuM4yeM OAMH N3 HUX —
ero cbiH. [lopakeHHbIn, MucTep CT3HAM NpoMOSYaJ, He Xenas
yCTpamBaTb CUEHY Ha yauue, 4T0bbl He ychablwanm coceau, u
He3aMeTHO NMPOCKOJIb3HY1 06bpaTHO B AOM, TUXO NPUKPLIB 3a cobon
OBepb, HO BPA4 I HAJ0 ONMUCbIBaTb, 4TO OH cAeflan C CbIHOM, Korga
TOT BEPHYJICA OOMOW.

Mocne rpaHAMO3HOrO CKaHAaNa poauTenu BbirHanu Popykepa u3
noomMa 1 Benenu 6osblue He MosBAATLCA B ropoake. OH cobpan
CBOM aBTOMOOWJIbHbIE >XKYPHaJsbl U CKPOMHbIE MOXWUTKMK, MOMAPOCUI
Ha paboTe pekoMeHZauMto, A8 COMMAHOCTU COBPaB, YTO XOYeT
YUYUTBCS Ha UHXXEHepa-MexaHuKa, 1 yexan B Hbio-Vopk.

B 6onbwom ropoge, 6e3 paboTtel n 6e3 npuctaHuwa, Pogxepy
npuwnocb 6bl 04eHb TYro, HO, Ha €ro cyacTbe, y Hero 6bla1 TaM
OBOPOAHLIN BbpaT, Yunbsam. PoaxXkep pasbickan ero n nosenan
CBOIO MeYanbHylo nctoputo. Y 6paTta oH TOXKe He Hallen MOHMMaHKS,
HO YUnbsM BCE >X€ peLlnsl MomMoYb poACTBeHHUKY. OH BpPeMEeHHO
nputoTUN Poaykepa, 040/HKNA eMy AeHEr U NocoBeToBaN 06paTUTbCS
B OOHY KpPYMHYy QuUupMy, nMpenocTaBisBLUYID TYPUCTUYECKUM
areHTCTBaM aBTOOYChl M CAaBaBLUYO YaCTHbIM JiMUaM aBToMoObOMAN
B apeHay. Mpn Hem Haxoamnacb 60sblIas aBTOPEMOHTHAS
MacTepckas.

Ponxxep nocneposan coBeTy YunbsMa, MokKasas 3aBejyiollemy
MACTEPCKOW CBOM PEKOMEHAALUN 1 OblJ1 MPUHAT Ha UCTbITATEbHbIN
cpok. OH CHsIN KBapTUPKY B moJiydace xoAbbbl oT paboTbl 1 mMasno-
nomasny yctpouscsa. HayanbCcTBO BCKOpPE OLIEHWJIO €r0 Kak yMesioro
MexaHuKa, u nnatuam Ponxxepy Hensoxo. OH MOCTEneHHO BEepHYJ
Yunbamy JONAr U fa)ke Mor no3BonunTb cebe MHOrAa nopasBrieybCs.



Kak-To B 6ape Kk Poo)xepy nogowien KpacmBbI NapeHb 1 3aroBopu
C HMUM. Yepe3 HekoTOpoe BpeMsA Pomay)kep OkasasiCcsad B KBapTupe y
HOBOro 3HAaKOMOro, rae npnobpen CBOWM NepBbIN CEKCYabHbIA OMNbIT.

OpaHK 6bIn1 cTapwe Pog)xepa neT Ha wecTb. Ero npusnek
CUMMATUYHbINA, XOPOLIO CJIOXKEHHbIM MapeHeK, W OHW HEernaoxo
npoBenn BMecTe oKoJio nonyroga. Ho 3aTem ®PpsHK obHarnen u
Ha4asl KOMaHAOOBaATh, Poumep MOoHAN, YTO €ro NCnosib3yrwT, N OHN
paccTanunce.

Korna Pogykepy UCMOJIHUI0Ch BOCEMHaALAaTb, Ha4aJIbCTBO CAENAN0
€My MoJapoK: €ro OoTMPaBUIN Ha KYPCbl BOXXOEHNS U «MOBbICUAN B
OOJKHOCTU» — MOPYYUIN BO3UTb TYPUCTUYECKUE FPYMMbl U HaCTHbIX
KJINEHTOB, KOTOpPble BblNN CINLWKOM NIeHUBLI 1 6oraTbl, 4TOObLI CaMnM
BOOMTb apeHA0BaHHbLIN aBTOMOBUAL. Tenepb YeTbipe OHA B HEQENIO
Pon)xep paboTan BoamTtenem, ABa AHS BO3WMICHA B MacTEPCKON 1 Bbin
BriosiHe c4acTaumB. OH 3anucascs B cnopT3as U CTan TPeHUPoBaTbCS
HECKOJIbKO pa3 B Hedesto.

B TpeHaxepHoM 3ane y Poa)kepa nosiBUACSA MepBbln APYr.
OBapuatTnasyxnetHum [xoH [pan paboTan TaM WMHCTPYKTOPOM,
M eMy MnoHpaBWJIOCb ycepaue, C KOTOPbIM 3aHWUMaJICA HOBUYOK.
PebaTa nosHakoMunmcek nobnmxe; O>XOH nomor Poa)kepy cocTaBuTb
nporpamMMy TPEHUPOBOK, N OHW 4acTO 3aHUMaJINCb BMecCTe.

Byoy4un elle HeonbITHbIM, Pop)kep HeBepHO pacuLeHus Takoe
BHMMaHMe K cebe 1 KaK-To Nnocsie TPEHUPOBKM MOMNbITaNCA HanaiuTb
c O>xoHoM 6oflee TeCHbIl KOHTAKT B pa3aeBanke. [)XOH MSArko
OTBesN ero pyky n obbsacHun Poaxxkepy, 4To TOT «ownbcs agpecoms.
Pom>kep He 3Han, KyAa AeBaTbCA OT CThida, Mockopee ybpanca mn3
pasgeBankmn N Heaennm OBe He NoAaBdaNCA B CriopT3ale. Ho Tak
KakK, Kpome [>KOHa, Apy3en y Hero 6onbwe He 6b1710, OH peLlinn
nepecunnTb cebs n N3BNHUTHLCS.

Mpunaos B crnopT3an, Pog)xep He cpa3y CMOr 3aCTaBuTb cebs
nooonTn K O)KOHY, a KOrga HakoHeL pewunsncs, TOT He fan eMy U
pTa pacKpbIThb.

— 9 poraabiBatoCh, YTO Thl XO4Yellb CKa3aTb, — CMOKOMHO NPOn3HeC
O>xoH. — [aBan-Ka NMPOSACHUM Koe-4To, 4T0obbl Bosiblle K 3TOMY He
BO3BpallaTbCHA. Y MeHs eCTb AeBYyLIKa, U 51 ee 04eHb ntobnt. A Tbl
nponycTua ABe HeaeNn TPEHNPOBOK, U 3TO MHEe COBCEM HE HPaBUTCS.
Tak 4YTo faBal HaBepCTbiBaTb. A 3aBTpa BevepoMm npuxoaun B bap
«CTapblli 3aMOK» Ha COpoK nsaTon ynuue, 1 Tebs Co cBoMMu Apy3bamum
Mo3Hakomslo. — [PKOH ynblbHYNCA pacTepsiBleMycs Poo)xepy u
MOATOJIKHYJ1 €ro K LUTaHre.

Mocne Heponrmx konebanuii Pogykep pewnn NpuHSATb NpUrialleHne
N He noxanen. Apy3bs [>KOHa NPUHSAAN €ro pagyLHO 1 0Ka3aancb



O4eHb CJlaBHbIMA.

bpanaH, Oxenk u CTuB, pPOBECHUKWU [>KOHA, OPYXUAM C HUM
elule co WKoAbl. 3IHHM U Kappu, HayvaB BCTpedaTbCca C bpanaHom
n IO>XenkoM, TOXe CTanan HepasyydyHbiMW nogpyramu. Mankn u
Ixeccmka npucoeagnHMINCb K KOMMaHWK, MO3HAaKOMUBLLUUCL C
pebaTamn Ha oTabixe Bo Pnopuae. Hy un, KoHeyHo, Pomxepy
npeanctasunn JInHH, AeBywky [>KoHa. Mpn Buoe ee Poaxep
yCMexHyncsa npo ceba m nogyman, 4To pALOM C HEWM OH-TO YX,
HEeCOMHeHHO, npourpbiBaeT. [>XXoH BCTpeTwua JIMHH B KHUXKHOM
MarasuHe, rge nokynaJsj >XXypHaj rno KyJbTypusMy, U He CMOr YNTH,
He 3aroBopuB C Hel. JIMHH obo)Kana XMBOTHLIX U paboTana B
NMUTOMHUKE Ana 6e340MHbIX CobaK M KOLLeK; OHa Mokopssaa CBOUM
obasHMeM BCex, KTO OKa3biBasaca psaaoMm, u IO>xoH 6bin BnwobneH B
Hee 6e3 namATw.

Y3HaB, 4TOo Pomxep »ueeT B Hblo-Mlopke HepaBHO, pebsaTa
noobewann B3ATb €ro noA CBOe MOKPOBUTENLCTBO, a Korpa
BbIICHWJIOCb, YTO OH Y>Xe HEerJsioxo yctpowncs n bnarogaps cBoen
paboTe 3HaeT ropo4 nyywe ux cammx, ero 3ayBakaju, U CKOpPo OH
Mo4yBCTBOBaN cebs C HUMK TaK, By4TO OHU APY>XUIIN BCIO XKU3Hb.

BpanaH, cTyaeHT-Meaunk, B cBoboaHoe oT y4ebbl BpeMs nogpabaTtbiBan
opuuMaHTOM B KpynHoMm pecTtopaHe. C DHHW OH MO3HaKOMWJICH

B YHuBepcuTeTe. OHa wu3yyana neparornky, MeyTas cCTaTb
yuynTenbHuuen, u paboTtana HaAHem B 6BoraTtom cembe. Mocne
OKOHYaHMSA y4ebbl oHN cobupanncb NOXXEHUTHLCS.

I>KeNK OKOHYUS KYJIMHApHbIE KYpCbl M MOCTYyNuja MNoBapoM B
«Yonpopd Actoputo». Ero gesywka Kappu 3apefoBasia My3blKaJibHbIM
Mara3snHoMm. OHWN He cTponnnm ganeko mayuwmnx niaaHoB, HO ,D,)KOH
yTBEpP>XOaJ, 4TO Y HUX, BEPOATHO, TOXXEe BCE KOHYMNTCA CcBaabbon.

CTunB, MaHEKEHLLMK WU Ha4YMHaoLWKnn akTep, bpan ypokn akTEPCKOro
MacTepcTBa M CTpacTHO MeyTasl momacTb B bpoaBenckmm teatp,
XO0TS eMy, ckopee, 6bonblwe nogowen 6bl FONNMBYA C €ero HpaBaMu:
nesywek CTUB MeHsJs1 C HEBEPOSATHON 4aCTOTOM N HU C OOHON He
BCTpeydascs 6onblue noayTopa MecsueB.

Mankn 6bln ONCK-)XOKeeM; OH BCTpeTun [keccuky B knybe, roe
Ta paboTana 6apMeHLLER, N CNYCTA NOAro4a OHU MOXXEHUNNUCL. OHN
OblIN CTaplle oCTasibHbIX, HO B KOMMNaHuUW [>XOHa 1 ero gpys3en
YyBCTBOBa/IN ceba CBOMMMN.

Bce oHW 04eHb NoHpaBUAKChL Poaxkepy, a OH — UM, U TakuM obpa3omM
€ro OINHOYEeCTBO KOHYMJIOCb. Ternepb OH YacTO XOAWUJ C HOBbIMU
Opy3bsMu B 6apbl N KUHO, €341 C HUMU Ha MUKHUKK U CYATal, 4TO
eMy, B obLLeM, MOBE3/0 B XXU3HW.

Bckope ero oxuaana eule ogHa yaada. OH No3HaKoMuscs ¢ PUkom,



nBaguaTUOEBATUNETHUM OU3HECMEHOM, U Y HUX Ha4daJZiCa pOMaH,
KOTOprI7I Onnnca HeCKoJibKO neT.

Puk 6bin nepson 6onbwon noboBbio Pog)xepa. IDTOT BbICOKUNA,
CTaTHbIN MNapeHb, YMHbLIM W HaYUTaHHbLIA, 6bl1 WMHTEPECHbIM
cobecegHunkoMm, un Pop)xep, HEMHOro KOMIMJIEKCOBaBWNA WU3-3a
Toro, 4to cam obpa3oBaHMA He MOAY4YWUs, OYeHb YyBakas ero.
EOVHCTBEHHBLIM CyLLEeCTBEHHbIM He[ocTaTkoM Puka ©6bin ero
Ta)kenbln xapaktep. OH 6b11 60nblLIMM COBCTBEHHUKOM N HEPEAKO
ycTpausan Poaxxepy CLEeHbl peBHOCTN.

Pog>kepa Henb3si Obl/I0 Ha3BaTb KpaCaBUEM, HO y Hero 6biauv
O4YeHb TMPUATHbIE YEpThbl NMUA W BEJIMKOJIENHOE TEJIOC/IOXKEHME.
OH obnapgan npekpacHbIMU MPUPOOHBLIMU AaHHbIMK, a 6naronaps
perynspHbiM TPEHUPOBKaAM MNoA PyKoBOoACTBOM [I>KOHa K ABaguaTu
rogam, K MOMEHTY 3HaKOMCTBa C Pnkom, Pogykep Bbirisgen Tak, 4To
Ha Hero 3aCcMaTpVBaJINCb W XKEHLLWHbI, N MY>X4uHbI. PuK 6ecuncs,
HO Popo)kep MckpeHHe nobun ero n TepnenmBo CHOCWUA CKaHAanbl,
MbiTasiCb YCNOKOUTb NMapTHepa 1 ybeanTb ero B CBOen BepHOCTU. 3a
6ypHbIMM CCOpaMn CnefdoBasn He MeHee BypHble MPUMUPEHUSA, U
nM, B obuiem, 6bI10 04eHb Xopowo BMecTe. [Mo3ToMy, Korga yepes
yeTblpe rofda BMOJIHE CePbe3HbIX OTHOLWEHUA PUK HEOXXMAAHHO
3as8BWJ, 4TO OH BCTPETW/ APYroro napHs v yes3)KaeT C HUM U3
Hbto-Vopka, 3To 66110 ona Pom)kepa TSXKeNbiM yOapoM, U TONbKO
nopoaep)xka Apy3en nomorasna emy rnepeHocuTb 601b pasnyku.

B niobom cnyyvae, fonro ropesaTb Mo nosody oTbe3fda Puka
Poo>kepy He nNpuLLIOCh, MOTOMY 4YTO BCKOPE MocJie 3TOro CJy4nsocb
ropa3pno 6onee cTpalwHoe Hec4acTbe — JInHH Nnornbna B aBToKaTacTpode.
Ee cMepTb noTpacna Bcex, HO AN [)KOHa, KOTOPbIA yXe [aBHO
KOMWUA OEHbIM Ha KOMbLO U UCKan OpUrnHaibHbid cnocob caenaTb
JINHH NpepnoXeHne, UCKOYAOWMA BCAKYIO BO3MOXXHOCTb OTKa3a,
3TO CTano HacToAawewn Tpareauen. OH 6bIN NpPOCTO pa3fasiieH.
lMocnie NOXOpPOH OH 3aces A0Ma U HN C KEM He XOTeJl pa3rosapuBaTh.

Poo>xkep nmoHuMars, 4TO B HEKOTOPLIX CUTyaLMAX YesioBeKa Jy4lle
BCEro oCTaBuUTb B NMokKoe. Ho [I)KOH TaK TAXXeJsi0 BOCMPUHAI CMePTb
JIMHH, 4TOo Pop>xepa oxBaTuao 6eCnoKoncTBO, KOr4a Ha TPeTU AeHb
OH MO3BOHWA APYrY N HUKTO He nogHsan Tpybky. Yepes monyaca oH
Habpan Homep [I)KOHa elle pa3, HO CHOBa He goXaascs oTeeTa. Ero
KOJIbHYJIO Hexopolwlee npeavyyBCcTBue; 4HTO-TO NMOACKa3bliBaslo eMy,
4TO [>XKOH BPSA /1M MPOCTO BbIWE MorynsaTb. Poa)kep nomMyasncs K
O>KOHY, HO €My HUKTO He OTKpblJ1. OH MO3BOHWA K cocensM, N emy
CKa3anu, 4To [I>KoHa BCe Tpwu AHSA HUKTO He Buaen. Torga Poaoxep, B
Oylle Hagescb, 4TO He ono3aan, Bbibun asepb 1 B6exxan B KBapTupy.
YyTbe He nofBesio ero: B ChnaJjibHe OH Halles pacnpocTepToro Ha
KpoBaTn ,D,)KOHa, a paaomM BandsiaCcb nyCctad yrnakoBkKa CHOTBOPHOIO.
Poo)xep Bbi3Ban 6puragy ckoponm nomown, n [O)XOHa yBe3nu B



6onbHULY.

K c4acTbto, [I>KOHa yaasnocb cnacTu, HO, NpUAs B 4YBCTBO M HAaKOHeL,
MOJZIHOCTbO O0OCO3HaB nMNpou3oweguiee, OH BMaJl B Tﬂ)Ke}'IEI7ILLIyI'O
nenpeccuio. B TakoMm cocToAHUU ero 6b1J10 HENb34 OoTNyCKaTb omon,
n ero rnepesennm B otgesnieHne MCNXONOrNYECKON pea6VIJ'IVITaLI,VIVI.

Kaxxabln geHb nocne paboTbl Pogxep npuxoamn B 60nbHULY
y3HaTb, HET N yNy4LLEeHUN, APY3bs MO o4yepenn HasBelwann [>xkoHa,
HO 3TW BM3UTbl HX K YeMy He npuBoannun. MepBble HECKONLKO OHEN
O>XXOH Monyas, a NMOTOM Yy HEro HavanaucCb MpPUMagku HEMCTOBOro
beweHcTBa. OpHaXkabl OH Besien 3awWegwnm K Hemy [)Kenky n
Kappn nepepatb Poaxxepy, 4Tobbl TOT 6osblue He MNOABASAACS,
3a4BMB, YHTO OH He >XeJjlaeT BUaeTb npenatesid, He OaBLIero emy
yMepeTb.

Pom)kepa O4YeHb PacCTPOUO 3TO COObLIeHMe, HO OH, MoHMMas
COCTOsIHME Apyra, He obuAencsi U HU Ha CeKyHAYy He YCOMHWUICS B
NpPaBuMJIbHOCTK CBOEro nocTynnka.

Yepe3 HeKOoTOopoe BpeMs JiedyeHne NoLencTBoBano, U [>KOH
MOHEMHOry Ha4van npmxoauTb B cebs. Mpexxae BCero oH nonpocun
nossaTb K HeMy Poaxxepa.

— W3BuHKM MeHs, Pofn, — ckasan OH, Korga Pogykep sowen B nanaty
n cen Bo3sse KpoBaTtn. — MHe 6bIs10 Tak naoxo, MHe 6oblUe HMYero
M HNKOIO HE XOTeNocCb BUAETb... Thbl )Xe 3Haelb, 4TO JINHH... — OH
3anHyJsICa U NoKaYvaa roaioBon. Poaxxep KUBHYM, N [)KOH NpoAo/Kan:

— 4 1ebsa He BMHIO. Tbl OTAIMYHBLINM NapeHb. He 3Hato, 4TO 9 Tenepb
6yny oenaTb, HO BO BCSIKOM CJlydae S 3Halo, 4TO MHE eCTb Ha KOro
MONTIOXNTbCA.

— O yeM pasroeop, — Haxmypuncs Pogo)xep. — Mo>xHO noaymaTb,
YTO Tbl Ha MOeM MecTe MocTynun Obl MHa4ve. Tbl MOW NyYLIWiA
apyr. Kpome 1ebsi n pebsaT, y MeHst HUKOro HeT. PofHble OT MeHs
OTKa3auncb, Pk meHsa 6pocun. Tebe s 3Toro caenaTb HE NMO3BOJIIO.

I>KOH ynblbHYNCA Yepe3 Cuay, U OHM MOJIYa NoXKanu Apyr opyry
pykn. O6a noHuMmanu, 4TO Ternepb UX CBA3bIBaeT ropasno bonee
Kpenkasa gpyxb6a.

I>KOH MoHeMHOry onpaBwuJICs OT NOTPSICEHUS], BEPHYJICSA Ha paboTy
n B0306HOBMA ObLeHNe C Apy3bsaMU, HO, NOTEPSAB JIMHH, OH yXe
He MOr CMOTpPEeTb HM Ha oAHy OeByLWIKY. Poa)xep »ke ele CMyTHO
Hagesncs HalWTW HacCTosLyt JIIo6OBb, XOTSA Mocie M3MeHbl Puka
eMy ToxXke Oblslo HEJIerKo KOMY-TO [OBepuUThbCs, TeM Bosiee KOro-to
nontobuTb, N OH NpeanoYnTasn ocTaBaTbCs B ognHoYecTBe. NHoraa,
Korga emMy CTaHOBWUJIOCb CJZIMWUKOM TOCKJIMBO, OH 3HaKOMWJICA C
MapHaMM B pa3HbiX 6apax, HO HWKOrAa He npuriawan Takux



3HaKOMbIX K cebe gomoin. OH MpoBOAWUJ C o4YepedHbIM MAapTHEPOM
HOYb, @ Ha3aBTPa €My [laXKe He XOTesIoCb BCMOMUHATbL ero UMs; oH
NNWHWA pa3 ybexxaasncs, 4To 3TO BCe «He To». K aBaguaTu cemu
rogam Poaxxep Bce eule 6bl1 0OAUNH, HO CTapasica He YHbIBATb U He
Tepsia HageXbl.

% %k % % x

OeTtcTtBo Toma YacTdunga 6bi10 cHACTAMBLIM U, B OTJMYME OT
noroabl B ero poaHowm AHraum, 6esobnayHbiM. byayyn nos3gHum
N eONHCTBEHHbIM pebeHKOM CONMMAHOW COCTOSATENbHOW YeTbl, OH
POC, OKPY>XEHHbI HexHon snboBblo KU 3aboTon. Korpoa emy
WCMNOJIHANOCL ABeHaAuaTb JeT, poauTenn, obHapyXuslive B
CblHe ycepane N Hemanyi ntobo3HaTeNbHOCTb, NepeBenn ero us
obbl4yHOM WwKonbl B Oansuy Konneox [1]. ToM OTAMYHO y4uncs u
WHTEepecoBasiCa MHOMMMU NpegmMeTamMn, NO3TOMY OH AOJIFO HE MOr
pelwnTb, Ha KakKon hakKynbTeT NOCTynaTb NO OKOHYaHUM y4yebbl. O
TOM, 4TO6bI TOM YOOBNETBOPWIICA ONMNJIOMOM KoJisiegKa, MyCTb faXKe
BEeCbMa MPEeCcTUXXHOro, n wen pabotaTb, ero poauTenn He xenanum
n cnblwatb. [lpobnembl BbibOpa yHUBEPCUMTETa HE BO3HMKANO;
noctynnenmne B Okccopn nnm Kembpuno)x 6bi10 OaBHO peLleHHbIM
BOMPOCOM.

B KoHLe KoHUOB No npocbbe maTepn ToM ocTaHOBUA CcBON BbiGop
Ha Kembpuaxe, TakK Kak OH pacnonaranca 6amxe kK JIOHOOHY,

M NOCTYynMA Ha daKylbTeT JIMHFBUCTUKM — TyMaHUTapHbIe
OVUCUUMNINHBI eMy OblIn Musiee TOYHbIX Hayk. OfHako, MoslyymB
NnepBylo CTemneHb, OH He Ccrnewunn npoao/XaTbk Yy4eby. Tom

oYeHb NObUN CBOMX poAUTENIEeil, HO BCE )XE& XOTes Ha4vaTb
CaMOCTOSITEJIbHYIO XXW3Hb W MOHMMAJ, YTO 3HAHUA JINHIBUCTA
BPSA SN MPUroAATCSA eMy Ha npakTuke. [Mo3ToMy B ABaALaTb OAUH
rog OH pewwwnn caenatb He60bLION NepepbIB U, Tak Kak TOPOMNUTLCS
eMy ObIJI0 HeKyda, Ha Jocyre rnoaymaTb, YTO AenaTk Aalblie.

Cembs YacTdung Xuia B IBYX3Ta)KHOM IOME Ha OKpauHe JIoHAoHa,
N NOYTU KaXKabl AeHb ToM Bbibupanca B ueHTp ropoda. OH nobun
rynaTh N0 3aMPYy>XXEHHbIM YJINLEaM, CMOTPETb Ha JIloAel U rafaThk, KTO
OHW 1 YeM 3aHUMatoTCS.

Y ToMa He 6bi10 6n3kux apysei. PebsaTa, C KOTOPbIMU OH Y4YWIICS,
KasaJMCb €My CJINLLIKOM BbICOKOMEPHbIMU, a KpOMe Kojnenxa W
YHMBEPCMTETa, OH MOYTU HUrge He 6biBan. OOHaKo MoHavany
OH He TAroTWJICS CBOUM OAMHOYECTBOM: MO XapakTepy Tom
6bl1 MbICIUTENIEM, W €ro BMOJIHE YCTpauBaso, 4H4TO OH wuMeeT
BO3MO>XHOCTb 63 nomMex pa3MbilWaTb Ha pa3Hble bonee nnm meHee



BO3BbILLEHHbIE TEMbI UJIN MPOCTO YNTaTb, CUAS HA CKAMEKe B OJHOM
N3 ropoACcKMX NapkoB. Ho co BpeMeHeM CMnoKoWHas, pa3MepeHHas
YKN3Hb Hacky4mna Tomy. OH NpoaosXKaa no NpuBbIYKE Npres)KaTb B
LeHTp ropona, 6poaAnTb MO ynMLaM U YNTaTb B Mapkax, a B rnybuHe
Oy A3/l KaKoro-HMbyab 3KCTpaopAuHapHoro cobbitus. W BoT
HaKOHel, B OAVH U3 ero npuesaos B LEHTP OHO MPOM30LLJIO.

B KoOHUe ceHTA6psa Tom B o4epenHON pa3 npullen C KHUKKOW B
Pup>xeHTC napk n cen Ha cBoOt nobumyio ckamenky. odyTn cpasy
K HeMy nogowsin ABa MNapHsa U ABe AeBYLWKW. Y BCex 4YeTBepbiX
3a cnuHamu ObIIM pIOK3aKW, a OOUWH N3 HUX AepXXan B pykKax
nytesoauTenb no JIOHAOHY.

— W3BWHW, NoXKanyncrta, — cCKasas NapeHb C NyTeBoOAUTENIEM. —
Tbl He Mor 6bl HAM NOMOYb?

ToM MoAHAN rnasa oT KHUMM 1 MOCMOTpen Ha pebaT. [MapeHb C
nyTeBoAMTENIEM B PyKax MpoaosKan:

— Mbl xoTenn nonactb B Nana-napk n no owmnbke nonanan croaa.
A KapTy 8 B roctuHuue 3abbin. Tbl He 06BACHUWBL, Kak Tyna
nobpaTbca?

ToM BCTan 1 B34 Yy rOBOPMBLUErO NyTEBOAUTEb.

— CTpaHHOe M3gaHue, He HanucaHo, Kak Kyaa gobupaTtbcs, —
3a[lyM4MBO CKa3aJl OH, NepenncTbiBas KHUry. — Bbl 0TKyAa, pebsTta?

— W3 Hblo-Mopka, Mbl TONILKO BYepa Npuexanu, — CKasasa OfHa n3
neByllek. — Ha uenbix ABe Hegenu.

Tom cHoBa nMocMmoTpes Ha pebsT 1 Bapyr nogymals, YTO OHM MOran
6bl XOTb HEHa[oJIr0 CKpacuMTb €ero ogvMHo4yecTBo. EMy B rososy
npuLIa HEOXKNAAHHASA MbIC/b.

— 3HaeTe 4TO, — CKa3aJl OH, BO3Bpallasa NnyTeBognTeNb BAagesbLy.
— {1 HepaBHO 3akoH4YUA y4eby 1 cenvac HU4eM He 3aHAT. XoTuTe, 4
rnoka>xy sam JIOHOOH?

PebsTa nepernaHyanmcb, BnanMo, OHM He OXXnaajin OT HOMOPHbIX
6pI/ITaHLI,eB TaKoro paayuund, HO B Cﬂe)J,yIOLLI,I/II7I MOMEHT BCE OHIN
PanoCTHO 3aKnBaW.

— Torpa paBanTe 3HaKOMUTbCH, — yAblBHYyACA TOM U LWYTANBO-
ohnuManbHbLIM TOHOM CKa3as: — MeHs 30ByT ToM, 1 B 6amxanwme
OBe Hegenn g 6yay BallM rnaom.

PebaTa 3acMesnucb, Ha3Baau eMy CBOU MMeHa, U ToM noBen ux
rynsite no JIOHOOHY, KOTOPLI/A 33 BPEMS CBOMX OOWHOKMX BblIa30K
OH ycnen y3HaTb TaK, 4YTO AOeNcTBUTeNnbHO Mor 6bl paboTaTb
3KCKYPCOBOOM.



Ka)kabin AeHb, NoKa MoJsiodble HboMopKLubl 6biin B JlIoHOoHe, ToM
BCTPeYas UX Y FOCTUHULbI N BEN Ha OYepedHY0 3KCKypcuto. PebsTa
BHUMaTesIbHO CAyLlasn ero u, B CBOK o4yepenb, pacCckasbiBaain emMy
o0 cebe n o ceoem ropoge. [lo ncredyeHun OBYX Heneslb OHU yxKe
c4uTanm ToMa CBOMM APYrOM U HacTamMBasiM Ha TOM, 4TO OH OOJI>KEH
obs3aTeNbHO NpuexaTb B Hbto-Vopk. ToM NpoBoann ux B asponopT,
pebaTa oanm eMy cBou HoMepa TenedoHOB 1 BEEsSIN HEMPEMEHHO C
HUMMN CBA3ATbLCA.

Korpa pebsata yexanu, Tom 3aTtockoBan. OH BApyr obHapyxwun,
YTO OAMHOKME Nporynku 6osblle He AOCTaBAAT €My HUKAKoro
yOOBONLCTBUA. B Monoabix amepukaHuax bbisla Kakasa-To Kunyyas,
3apa3uTenbHasn 3Heprus, u Ternepb ToMy ee HegoCcTaBaN0. TWAaTeNbLHO
Bce obaymas, TOM peliunn OeNcTBUTENbHO Cbe3auTb B Hblo-Mopk,
4yTOObl MOXXWTb HEMHOro TaM, WU CoobLwunn O CBOEM peLlleHun
poouTenaMm. Te yXe AaBHO 6eCNOKOWINCL O CBOEM OAWHOKOM
CblHEe, MO3TOMY OHW C PaAoCTbl COrACUINChL, PacCcyamB, 4TO
nogobHas noesaka MOXXeT MOWTW eMy Ha Mnosib3dy. ToM B3sA1 OBa
6onblwNX YeModaHa, 4Tobbl Mo KpalHen Mepe B NEPBOE BPEMS HU B
4YeM He Hy>XOaTbCsA, U yexan us TymaHHoro AnbbuoHa B «bonbuioe
A610KO».

X Xk %k % X

Bblflo y>Xe nmo4YTu AeBATb 4acoB Beyepa, U Pop)kep Toponuics.
CerogHsa pebsTa BcTpeyanncb B HoBOM bBape. K HUM posikeH 6bin
npucoeanHUTBLCA NapeHb, C KoTopbiM [XXenk, Kappu, bpanaH u
OHHWN NO3HaKOMWINCb BO BpeMs HefaBHeun rnoe3gkum B JIoHAoH. OH
BEJINKOAYLIHO MpenJslioXXua nokasaTb UM ropopn, a Tenepb BAPYr
o6bsBuaCca B Holo-Mopke. Poaykepy elle He AOBOAWNAOCHL ObIBaTh 3a
rpaHuLUen, No3TOMY OH XXaXKAasl NO3HAKOMUTLCS C NpeacTaBuTenemM
CoeiMHEHHOro KOpPOJIEBCTBA.

Korpa oH Bowen B 6ap, Bce pebsaTa 6 yxe B cbope.

— lpe Tbl Nnponajaews? — 3akpuyan CtmB. — Mbl Tebs yxe
nosivaca Xaem.

— Ha paboTe 3acTpsan, — obbsacHuN Poayxep, cagsicb Ha cBO60AHbIN
TabypeT. — [lpuexana rpynna 13 AnNoHUM, a B rOCTUHULIE YTO-TO
HanyTanam 1 He 3abpoHMpPOBaNN UM HoMepa. MPULLINOCE NX B APYrYHO
roCTUHNLY BE3TW, a OHa Ha APYroM KoHLUe ropoda... Hy, n roe xe
Ball «AHraMYaHuH B Hblo-Mopke» [2]? — cnpocun oH, focTaBas n3
KapMaHa KypTKW CUrapeTsl.

— A BOT OH, — cCKa3an bpaiaH 1 yKasan Ha pbI>XeBOJIOCOro
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MapHULWLKY Ha OpPYyroM KoOHUe cTosla. — [lo3HakombCsd, 3TO ToMm
YacTdung, Haw rug no JIoHaoHy. Tom, a 310 Pog CTaHAN.

Pooykep nocMoTpen Tyaa, Kyla eMy ykasanu, n obomnesn; oH y3Han
cMieBllero nepeg HUM MapHa. HeCKONbKO AHeW Ha3aj Beyepom,
Korfa Poaykep Bo3Bpallascs C TPEHUPOBKMW, 3TOT NapeHb NMomnpocu
Yy HEro npuKypuThb.

C Toro camoro Bevyepa PbIKEBOJOCHIA MapHULLKA He Lwen vy
Pooy)kepa 13 rosioBbl. Pog)kep 1M caM He MOr TOJIKOM MOHSITb, 4YTO
ero TakK MPUBJIEKSIO, — OH HUKOrZa He WHTEepPecoBasICA MapHAMU
Takoro TuUmMa, HO Moc/se BCTPEYM B MapkKe OH MOCTOSHHO AyMan o
HW3KOPOCJIOM MapeHbKe B YEePHOM MJaLLE U Y>KACHO XKasies, YTo He
pewunsics ¢ HAM 3aroBopuTb. Poaxkep MeyTasl O HeM Mo Ho4YaM ”
nosoaun cebsa 00 UCCTYMNJIeHUs, NpeacTaBass, 4To O6bl OH caenan
C 3TUM MapeHbKOM, ecnn Bbl TOT BAPYr OKa3ascs psaoMm. Ternepsb,
Korgna Pomyxep BHOBb CTOJIKHYJICS C HAM JIMLLOM K JIULLY, OH BCMIOMHWJT
OTKPOBEHHbIE CLIEHbI, KOTOPbIE PMCOBAJIO EMY HOYaMK BOOGparkeHue,
Ny HEro 3aropesinck yLiu.

PbI>)KEBONIOCHLIN MapHMLLKa ToxXe Yy3Han Poaxepa u cnerka
yAUBWJICS, CHOBa YBUIOEB MapHS, KOTOPbLIA TaK MPUCTalbHO W
HEOTPbLIBHO CMOTPEJ Ha Hero Tem BeyepoMm. Ho Tom 1 npeacTaBuTb
cebe He MOr, 4YTO B TeYeHME HECKOJIbKUX MocCnefHUX OHen OH
MOCTOSIHHO MPUCYTCTBOBaJl B MOpPHOrpaduyeckmx GaHTasnsax
HOBOIr0 3HAaKOMOro, MO3TOMY OH MPUBCTaN U, NpPoTsArveBas Ponxepy
PYKY, NPUBET/INBO CKa3aJl:

— OyeHb nNpuATHO. MHe npo Tebs y>xe MHOro BCero pacckasasu.

— He Bepb HU eAnUHOMY CJI0BY, S BOBCE HE TaKOM 3amMeYvaTesbHbIN,
— C LWYT/JMBOM CKPOMHOCTbIO 0TO3Basics Poa)kep, oTBeYasa Ha
pykonoxxaTue, u BHOBb OT MPUKOCHOBEHWSI PbIXKEro NapHULLKN ero
pyKa OpPOrHysa 1 BCe Teslo oKkaTwuia ropsidasl BojsiHaA. K cyacThblo,
3TOro HUKTO He 3aMeTu, HO Poa)xep BCe »Xe MbIC/IEHHO MpuKasan
cebe HemenneHHO B3ATb cebs B pPykKM U He Mo3opuTbCa nepen
pebaTamu.

Becb Beyep Poaxxep cTapasnca penatb BUL, YTO OH ciywaeT
pa3roBop, NPONCXO4ALLIMA 3@ CTOJIOM, @ Ha CaMOM fefie ero MbiCau
6blIn 3aHATHI TomoM YacTdungom. W Bce e OH CyMen YJ/I0BUTD,
4yTOo TOM nMpuexasn Ha HeomnpepesieHHbI CPOK N OCTaHOBUJICH B
MaJIeHbKOW FOCTUHULE HefaseKo oT LeHTpa. ToM nowyTua, 4To, Nno
€ro MHeHMto, NpuwWwaa nopa oToaBaTb A0JrX, U CKa3as, u 4To byaeT
O4YeHb paf, ecan KTo-HMbyab 13 pebaT HangeTt BpeMs rnokasaTb eMy
XOTb HEKOTOpble AOoCTonpuMedaTenbHOCTN, Ha 4To CTnB 3ameTwun,
4TO Nyywero ruaa no Heto-Mopky, 4em Poaxxep, eMy He HalTu. ToMm ¢
yBa)keHnem nocMoTpes Ha Pogrkepa, a TOT roToB 6b1s1 pacuenoBaTb
Ctuea.
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ToM ckasan, 4TO OH ele HMYero TOJIKOM He BUAEN N roToB
cnenoBaThb 3a Pog)xepoMm, Kyda TOT COYMTET HYXHbIM. Popxepy
CTOUNO HEeMasbiX YCUINA nMofdaBuTb B cebe )enaHue npusHaTbCs,
KyZa OH CYMTaeT HY>XHbIM noBecTn ToMa npexxihe BCero; BMecTO
3TOro OH CKasaJsl, YTO eMy He NMOMELLAT HECKOJIbKO AHEN OThnycKa n
YTO OH C Y0BOJIbCTBMEM YCTPOUT TOMY CTOJIbKO IKCKYPCUI, CKOJIBKO
TOT NoXenaer.

— MNpaBpa, B 6amxanwme gBa AHSA A He cMory ocBoboamTbCs,
MoKa SINoHLUbl He yeayT, HO, ec/in Xo4ellb, 8 nonpowy, 4Tobbl Tebe
pa3pewmnnm NpucoeanHNTLCA K rpynne. Y HUX aHrNoA3bl4HbIA MNA.
A notom A 6yny B TBOEM MOJIHOM PaCMOPSIXXEHUN, — MNPensioxKun
Ponoxep.

ToMm cKa3aJl, YTO TaKoW BapuaHT ero BroJiHe ycTpausBaeT, n Poaxxep
noobeLan 3aexaTb 3a HAUM Ha3aBTpa NopaHbLLEe, @ MOTOM OHU BMecTe
3abepyT M3 FOCTVMHULLI FPYMMY M 3KCKYPCOBOAA.

Korpa pebata pacxogunucb, Pop)xep, npowascb C O>XOHOM,
3aMeTWUs, YTO TOT KaK-TO CTpaHHO ynbibaeTca. OH noagHsan 6posu,
CNOBHO crpalwunBas: «A B 4yem, cobCcTBEeHHO, Aeno?» Ho [)KOH ToJ/IbKO
rnoxxan eMy, Kak Bcerga, pykKy v XJIonHyJs ro nsevy.

X Xk %k Xk X

Ona Pog)xepa Havanncb Henerkme gHn. OHM ¢ TOMOM BCTpeYanuchb
KaXXabll AeHb 1 rynsam no Helo-MopKy; 3To 6bl10 BEAMYaNLLMM
HaCnaxgeHnmem, HO B TO Xe BpemMa U MNbITKOMN. MocTosaHHO
HaxXo4UTbCS PALOM N HE MMETb BO3MOXXHOCTU NPUKOCHYTbLCS K TOMy
MM NPU3HaTbCA B CBOMX YyBCTBaX OblSI0 HEBLIHOCMMO MYYUTESILHO.
TeM He meHee Pogyxep He npomMmeHsAn 6bl Nporynku B obwectee Toma
HW Ha Kakune COKpOoBULLa MUpa.

ToM, BbIPOCLLUUA B UHOW Ccpefe N BOCMUTaHHLIA B APYron MaHepe,
04YeHb OT/NIMYAJCA OT BCEX, KOro 3HaN Poaxkep. MOXHO CKa3aTb, 4YTO
ToMm 6bin ewe pebeHKOM, HEeUCKYLIEeHHbIM WU HEeOMbITHbIM, XOTA U
BeCcbMa HernynbiM. OH He 3HaJj, 4TO TakKoe HYy>XXAAaTbCA B AEHbrax,
3apabaTbiBaTb Ha XKWU3Hb WM B 4eM-TO cebe oTKa3biBaTb, MOTOMY
4YTO C pPOXXAEHUA uMen Bce, yero xoTen. C ApPYyron CTOPOHbI, OH
He 6bin n3banoBaHHbLIM, @ KpOMe TOro, B HEM He ObII0 UMHU3MA,
C KOTOPbIM CMOTPSAT Ha >XKWU3Hb MHOIrMe M3 Tex, KoMy MPUXOANTCSH
BCloay npobmBaTbCA CcaMuM. TOM MOr MO-AETCKU BOCTOPraTbCH
BUAOM C Hebockpeba wnm cuaauwen Ha OKHe KOLIKOW un yMmen
pafoBaTbCs pa3HbIM MenoyYaM Bpoae tobrMon NeCHM No paano nim
MPOCTO COJTHEYHOIrO AHS.
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Pop>xepa c KaxxablM oHeM TAHY 10 K TOMy BCe cusibHee. KpomMe Bcero

npo4ero, TOT NMPOWU3BOAWJ BriedaTNIeHME YeNoBeKa, HyXaatoLlerocs
B OMeKyHe W 3alnTHUKe, U Pob)xepy KasanoCb, 4YTO OH BMOJIHE
noaOxXoAUT Ha 3Ty poSib. B KOHUE KOHLOB OH fACHO OCO3Haj, 4TO
6ecnoBoOpOTHO B/IOBAEH B PbI>)KEBOJIOCOIro BpnTaHLUa.

Pon>xepy 6e3ymMHO xoTenocb cka3aTb 06 3ToMm ToMy; bonee Toro, oH
YyBCTBOBaJI, 4YTO NPOCTO 06583aH C HUM MOroBOpPUTb. HO OH HUKaK He
MOI Ha 3TO peLlnTbCs, 605Cb OTTONIKHYTb TOMa NPM3HAHMEM B CBOEN
CeKCyasibHOM opueHTauun. BkoHel M3My4YMBLUMCb COMHEHUSMMW,
Pop>xep pewmnn nocopeToBaTbCA C [J)KOHOM.

* %k % % x

— Ecnm Tbl fyMaellb, 4TO HUKTO 0 CUX MOP HUYEro He 3aMeTu, To
Thbl ownbaelbca, — ycMexHysncs O)xoH, korna Pomxxep pacckasan
€My, 4YTO C nosiBsieHMeM ToMa OH NoTepssI MOKOM U COH.

— Hey>enu 3To Tak 04eBUAHO? — CMYLIEHHO cnpocun Poaxep.

— Hy, 9-To BUXY, KakK Tbl Ha HEro CMOTpPULLb, — OTBETUJ [IXKOH,
CTaBs Ha CTOJ MNenefibHULY W CTakaHbl. — $ TO/bKO OAHOro He
MOry MoHsATb. OH >XKe COBepLUEHHO He B TBoeM BKyce. OH HaMHOro
Monoxe Tebs, Xy[oW, Kak FOBOPUTCA, YXBAaTUTbLCSA HE 3@ YTO, HUXKE
Tebsi POCTOM 1 K TOMY Xe pbhKUiA!

— Hy, ponyctumMm, s 6bl Halen 3a YTO YXBaAaTUTbCH, — Me4yTaTesIbHO
CKkasan Pogxep, 3akypuBas. — A 4YTO OH MaJIEHbKUA U PbDKUN...
3HaeLIJb, 3TO MHE N NOHPaBWMNOCh. OH MHEe NnCceHKa HanoMUuHaeT...
[a ewe 3TOT ero WnKapHbin rapaepob nac 6pUTaHCKMN akKLEHT!

— DK30TuKa, — yAblbHyncsa O>KoH.

— BOT umMeHHO, — 3a4yMumBO NponsHec Pooxxep. — A y>xe NpocTo
n3gesca. He 3Hato, 4TO genaTb. bolocb, ecnm A eMy BCe pacCKaxy,
OH ncnyraetcs n 6ygeTt meHs niberatb.

— [a y>X, C 3TuM Hafo 6bl N0OCTOpPOXKHEE, — paccMmesancs O>KoH., —
MOMHIO 5, Kak TOT NapHULIKa, Kak TaM ero 3easau, gan tebe npu Bcex
no pusnoHommu!

— CMelHo Tebe? — YyKOPMU3HEHHO MoKadan rosioBol Poaxkep, HO
He caepxalica U caM NPbICHYJI CO CMeXy.

MonyTopa rogamm paHble c Pog)xepoMm npowusolwien HebonbLion
KOH(yY3. Kak-TO Be4YepoM OH CTOA71 B BUOEOTEKe BO3Jie MNOJIOK
C KomeamamMum n npebobiBan B raAybokoM pasgymbe, Kak BOPYr
MoYyBCTBOBAJ Ha cebe 4el-To NpUcTasnbHbIN B3rnan. O6epHyBLUUCD,
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OH yBUAEN MapHs, KOTOPbIA BHMMaTe/bHO pacCcMaTpuBall ero C
ronoBbl A0 HOr. OHAB, YTO MonaJscs, NapeHb HNYYTb HE CMYTUJICS.
HanpoTuB, oH nonouwlen K Pog)xepy, NpeacTaBuICs U C Xoay 3asaBul,
yTo paboTaeT oTOrpadomM B MOAESIbLHOM areHTCTBE U YTO, Kak eMy
Ka)xeTcsl, Pomxkep BnosiHe Mor 6bl CTaTb MaHeKeHWMKoM. Pooxep,
paccMesBLUNCh, Mobnarogapua 3a KOMIMJIMMEHT, a Npo cebs oTMeTu,
YTO 3TO OPUrMHaNbLHOE BCTYMJEHWEe WU ero CTOUT Mpu cJyyae
NCNoNb30BaTb. HOBbLIN 3HAaKOMbI, Ha3BaBLUNIACA [3pKU, cKasas, 4To
OH BOBCE He LUYTUT U YTO UM AENCTBUTENbHO HY>XEH MaHEKEHLLNK
INs peknaMbl HUXKHero 6enbs. Polykep ckasaJl, YTO B TaKOM CJlyyae
HY>XHO YCTPOUTb poTOo-Npobbl, Ha 4TOo M3pK, NpoOoKasi CMOTPETh
Ha Pog)kepa ouEeHMBaOWWM B3rJisloM, OTBETWU/, YTO OH KakK pa3 u
cobupancs NpuraacuTb TOro B CBOIO CTyAuio. Pooykep npensioxun
He TepATb BPEMEHU, U OHWN OTMNPaBUINCL K [3pu.

Mo popore oHu BCcTpeTunu [OxoHa, CTmBa n bpanaHa C DHHWK,
KoTopble cobupanucek 3arnsHyTb B HOBbIM 6ap Henoganeky. Poaoxkep
npeactasun Mpu Apy3bsaM M CKaszaljl, 4TO OHW MAyT yCTpaumBaTb
¢oTo-NpobbI. PebaTta noHumMatowe 3aynbibanucb, n Poaxep,
YBEPEHHbIN, 4YTO ero AeT MNPUATHbIN Bevep, npuobHan Mpu 3a
Tanuio. Ho TOT BAPYr OTNPSAHY/ KaK Y>KaneHHbIA 1 3aKpu4yan:

— YepTOBbI FOMMKW COBCEM pacrnosicannck! HeBo3MoXkHO paboTaTh!

KOPOTKMM TOYHBIM ABMXXEHUEM OH yaapun Popkepa B 4entoCTb
Tak, YTO TOT efBa YAep>KaJica Ha Horax, U BbICTPO Mowen Npoyb,
npogoJsikas Bo3MyLaTbcs. OwenoMIeHHbIN Pog)kep NocMoTpen emy
BCJle[ 1 pacTepsiHHO NPOU3HEC, OWYynbIBas NNLO:

— §1 Tak NoOHMMalto, NPobbl OTMEHAITCS.

He MeHee NoTpACeHHbIe, pe6ﬂTa yCcTaBunaucb Ha Pogykepa, a TOT Ha
HuX. HakoHeu, CTuB, C TPYyOOM caepXmBad CMeX, BblAoaBUII:

— HeT, ¢ Taknm nuuoMm Tebe HNKaKme CbeMKU He cBeTAT!

N pebaTa opy>KHO Kak 0AWH pacxoxoTanncb. Pooykep 6pocuns Ha HUxX
06V>XKeHHbIN B3rnsa, HO 3aTeM nNpeAcTaBun cebe cBo PU3NOHOMUIO,
1 ero Toxe pasobpan 6e3ynep>KHbii CMEX.

YTo6bl BeYep He nponan 3ps, Pogxep nowen c pebsatamu B 6ap, roe
ero [0JIro 1 BeCesio Aonpalinsaiu.

— Tebe He Ka)keTcs, 4TO Thbl, HABEPHOE, CaM BUHOBAT? — CMNPOCUI
HakoHeL bpanaH.

— A yTo 2 posikeH 6bln nogyMmaTb? — BoO3pa3un Pogxep. — OH
CMOTPEN Ha MeHs, KaK rosiogHbIn KOT Ha budLutekc, 3aroBopus co
MHOW NepBbI, NO3Bas K cebe, 4Tobbl IKOObI CHUMaTb MeHS, NPUYEM,
3ameTbTe, 6e3 wTaHoB!..
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— Ho Tbl )Xe cam nofgan naew ycTpouTb Npobbl! — BOCKAVKHY
CTuB. PebsiTa OT AyLIN BECENUNUCD.

— dA-To nowyTnn! 4 noysy npowynsiBan! — 3awmwanca Pooxep.
— A OH MHe: «KoHe4HOo, nonaeMm, y MeHsa TyT CTyAusa Hefaseko...»
JHHW, BOT NpeacTaBb cebs Ha moem MecTe!

Mocne HemoNrMx pasayMuini SHHU OblNa BbiHY)XAEHA MPU3HATB,
4YTO OHa Obl TOXe pacueHuNa noBefeHue pK Kak 3aurpbiBaHue.
Pop>kepa onpaBfanu, Ho pebaTa 3Ty ncToputo He 3abbiin 1 NHora
NOATPYHMBANN HaL HUM...

— [a, Heyaa4dHo BbILWI0, — CKa3an [)KoH, oTcMeaBWnNCb. — Ho TyT
s, No NpaBAe CKa3aTb, He 3Hal, 4To Tebe nocoseToBaTb. [yMatlo,
Nydlie Bcero noroBopuTb € TOMOM Ha4YncToTy. OH NapeHb Heraynbliin
N NCTEPUKY 3aKaTbiBaTb He CcTaHeT. Ecan Tbl, KOHEYHO, He Byaellb
Ha Hero KnpaTbCs, — 1 OH CHOBa Y/bIOHYCA.

— Hy xBaTuT, XBaTUT, — npoBopyasn Pooxep n cpasy gobasun: —
X0T$, 3HaelWb, ele HEMHOro, 1 A 3To caenat, YecTHoe CNoBOo... —
OH HeMHOro nomMosYan. — B npuHUMne, g u caMm Tak gyman. ToNbKo
He 3Halo, Kakue cnosa nofobpaTsb.

— CKaXXun BCe KaK eCTb, — HeOXNOaHHO cepbe3HO CkKa3an [I>XOoH.
— Tbl XK€ HMYero He Tepselwb. MakcuMmyM oH Tebe oTKaxkeT. Tbl U
cenyac He B nyduwem nonoXXeHmn, a Tak XoT4d Obl onpeagennibcA.

Poo>xep nooyman v, B3OOXHYB, KUBHYI.

— Tbl NpaB, Kak Bcerga. — OH pelnTenbHO TPAXHY roOJI0BON U
BCcTan. — JlagHo, cnacmbo. Monay peyb COYNHATD.

— He B3gyman! — BOCKANKHYN [>XOH. — K TakuMm BellaM 4yem
6osblle rOTOBULLLCS, TEM XyXXe BbIXOAWUT... W He BONHyWCA, —
oboppsowe npnbasmn oH. — [OBOPU 4YTO AyMaellb, C/l0Ba CamMu
HanayTcs.

Poo>kep [LOBEPUTENIbHO MOCMOTPEsN Ha HEro U CHOBa KUBHYIJI.
Apy3bsi No 0ObIKHOBEHMIO MOXKanu ApYyr ApYyry pyku, n Popxxep
ywen.

) %k % Xk x

Mocne pasrosopa ¢ [>koHOM Pogy)xep Heckonbko npuoboapuncs. B
KOHLIE KOHL,0B, OH AeNCTBUTEJIbHO HNYero He Tepan. Noagymas ewe
HEMHOr0, OH HaKOHeL, peLunscs.

Bo Bpems ouyepenHon nporynkm Tom n Pogxep 3abpenn B TUXnN,
6e3noaHbIN Yyronok LieHTpasbHOro napka M Ccenanm Ha ogHy us
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ckameek. TOM KypwuJ, MedyTaTeslbHO FsAa B pO30BeloLlee BevepHee
Hebo; Poaykep, 3a)KErwnin curapeTty He C TOro KOHLa, He3aMeTHO
6pocun ee nop ckamenky M cMoTpes Ha Toma, BepTs B pyKax
3aXKMranky.

— Xopowo y Bac B Hblo-Mopke. W npysbs y Tebs xopolve, —
CKa3afl HakoHel ToM. — 3Haelb, A pewuns Nnoka oCTaTbCHa 34eCh.
Hangy Kakyto-Hnbyab paboTy Ha NnongHsa, 4Tobbl AOMa HE CMOETL, a
no sevepam bynem rynate. 3g0poso byaeT, npasaa?

— Ewe Kak 300poB0, — NCKPeHHe cornacuics Pog)xep n nepewen
B HacTynneHue. — Cnywan, Tom, MHe ¢ To6oin NOroBopnThL Haao.

ToM C roTOBHOCTbIO NoOBepHyNCA K Pooxxepy, M TOT, caenas
rnyboknm Boox, NponsHec:

— MNMoHMMaeWsb... 9 He 3Hato, 3aMeTUN Thbl UK HET, HO ... B obuiem,
Tbl KJTACCHbIN MapeHb. MHe ¢ Tobon nHTepecHo, Thl... HeT, noroam,
He To.

Tom ynblBHYNCH, BbiCAywasB 3Ty 6eccBA3Hyl0 Tupady, Bce eule
He MOHMMas, K YEMY KJIOHUT ero HOBbIN APYr. Poa)kep MbICNEHHO
o6o3Ban cebsa 6e3mMo3rabiM Tynuuen u TpycoMm, B35 cebs B pyku u
HaKoHeL, CKa3an To, 4To cobupasica ckasaTb C CaMOro Ha4vana:

— Tom, aren. I Tbl MHE O4eHb NMOHPaBUJICA. DTO, HABEPHOE, Y)KAaCHO
6aHaIbHO 3BYYUT, HO TAaKOro CO MHOW elle HMKOorga He 6bi10. { Kak
Tebs TOoroa B Napke yBuaen, To cpasy NoHsI... YTo BCIO XXU3Hb »X4an
nMmeHHo Teba. A nobnio Tebs, Tom.

TOM OT HEOXXNOAHHOCTU He Hallencs 4To oTBeTUTb. OH cMoTpen
Ha Poa>kepa WMPOKO pPacKpbITbIMW rnas3amMm M Mondan. Poaxep
rnoao’kaaJs elie HemMHoro 1, ysnaes, 4TO TOM COBEPLUEHHO pacTepsH,
npoAoJIKan:

— 9 He xo4y Ha Tebs [aBUTb UM K YeMy-TO Teba NPUHYXAaTb, HO
MHe Ka)keTcs, 4To ecnum 6bl Thl cornacuica nonpobosaTtb... To ecTb
A gymato, HaMm ¢ Tobon 6110 66l 04eHb Xopowo BMecTe. S ana Tebs
BCE rOTOB cAenaThb...

Popoykep He coep>kanics n OCTOPOXKHO norjagna notTpaceHHoro Toma
no weke. TOT He rnoweBenusica, Ho Poa)kep TYyT XXe caM OTOEepPHYN
PYKY 1 CKasasn:

— WN3BMHM MeHs, noxanyncta. Mpocto g o Tebe BCe BpeMs AyMalo...
S o4eHb xo4y 6bITb € To6ON. N3BUHK. Bonbuwe 9 oo Tebsa 6e3 TBoero
pa3pelueHns He LOTPOHYCh.

ToM HakoHeL, obpen gap peyn 1 HeyBepeHHO MPoroBopu:

— DTO0, KOHEYHO, 04€Hb IECTHO, HO 4, 3Haellb, Kak-TO He oymar...
0 Hac ¢ ToboNi... BOT Tak. To eCTb Tbl MHE TOXe HpaBunWbCA, MHE C
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TO6OW MHTEpPECHO 1 BCce Takoe, Ho... CaM NoHMMaellb, S HUKOr 4a He
OblN C MY>KYNHON. Y MeHA 1 AeBYLUKU-TO HMKOrga He 6b1n10. Tak 4To
A fa)ke He 3Halo, 4To Tebe OTBETUTL.

Pagysacb yxe xoTa 6bl TOMYy, 4TO TOM He OTLWATHYACA OT Hero,
He pPa303/MaCs, He NOCMOTPEN Ha Hero C OTBPALLEHUEM U Y)KaCcoM,
Pop>xkep nocnewHo ckasan:

— He oTtBevan. To ecTb Tbl He o0b6A3aH OTBeYaTb CeNYac Xe.

Ho ecnn 6bl Tbl xoTa 6bl Nnogyman o6 atoMm... — Poaxep caoenan
HeonpeaeneHHbIn xecT. — Kopo4e roeops, fall MHe Kak-HMbynb
3HaTb, NagHO? — OH nomonyan n gobasun: — Ecnum A Tebsa obugen,

NpPOCTN MeHs.

— HeT, 4TO Thl, 51 BOBCE He obuaesncs, — 3aBepu ero ToM 1 BCTal.
— JlafHo, nonaem, a To y>Ke X0JI0[4HO CTaslo.

Poo)kep NoC/yLHO NOOHAJNCA BCAEM 338 HAM CO CKaMeNKWU, U OHN
HaNPaBUIUCh K BbIXOZY N3 NapkKa.

* %k % X% x

CkasaB, 4TO OH HMKOrga He AyMmasi 0 TOM, YTO OHU C Pop>kepom
Mornn 6bl cTaTb Mapon, ToM cnerka NOKpuBwuAa Aywon. TouHee,
HUKAKNX KOHKPETHbIX MbIC/IEN Ha 3TOT CYeT Yy Hero He 6bi1o, HO
C Tex Mop KakK OHW MO3HAaKOMWUIUCb Nobnamxxe n cTanm NpoBOAUTb
BMecTe BpeMs, ToM Ha4van gymaTb 0 Pogxxepe, He oThaBas cebe B
3ToM oTyeTa. W 4yem nyywe oH y3HaBan Poaxkepa, TeMm 6onblue TOT
eMy HpaBucs.

Poo)xep ymen pacckasaTb nwobylo, paxke camylo 3aypsaaHyto
NCTOPUIO TaK, 4TO TOM HECKOJIbKO MWHYT He MOor nepecTtaTb
CMesiTbCs, NpuYeM BMAHO ObI10, YTO Poaxkep menaeT 3To He Ans
Toro, 4tobbl NponssecTn BneyaTneHne. C HUM BbIJIO Ha yOMBEHNE
nerko; Tom Mor NMoaesnnTbCsa C HAM YeM YyrogHo, Aake NoroBopuThb O
cBoen nobnMon NMHIBUCTUKE, 1 BblN YBEPEH, YTO €ro BHUMaTENIbHO
BbicywatoT. Ecnm Pogxkepy 4T0-TO 6bIS1I0 HEACHO, OH HE CTEeCHSANCA
nepecnpocuTb U He Aenan Buaa, 4YTo BCe NoHUMaeT, 4Tobbl mockopee
MepeMeHnTb CKy4YHyto TeMy. Ka3anocb, O HEro TakMx TeM He
cylliecTBoBasio Boobule; eMy OblJI0O UHTEPECHO BCE, O YEM FOBOPUI
Tom.

Mocne npu3sHaHus Pog)xepa TOM HaKOHeL, 0CO3HaJl, 4TO TOXE 4YacTo
[yMaeT 0 CBOEM HOBOM [pYyre, HO Y>Ke He TOJIbKO Kak 0 npusTene, ¢
KOTOPbIM MHTEepecHo obuwaTbcss. Tom norman cebs Ha MbICIU, YTO
Poo)kep 04eHb HPABUTCA €My BHELLHEe N YTO eMy CaMOMYy X04eTCs A0
Hero 4OTPOHYThbCS.
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A BOT HacyeT oTcyTcTBMA y cebss cekcyanbHOro onbita ToMm
He coBpafl. B kKonnegxe v B yHMBEpPCUTETE OH HECKOJIbKO pas3
BCTpeYasacsa C AeBylKaMW N Jaxke LesioBanca C HEKOTOPbIMU U3
HUX, HO BcCerga orpaHu4measncs nMwb 3TUM. bosiee TOro, 370 He
npuBoanao ToMa B BOCTOPr, N OH COBEPLUEHHO He MOHWUMaNa CBOUX
COKYPCHUMKOB, KOTOpble BbecnpecTaHHO roBOpUJIN O cekce. Korga e
Poo)xep oTkpbIICA eMy M nornagwn no uweke, ToMm No4YyBCTBOBaJ,
KaK Mo BCeMy ero Teny npobexkasna OpPOXKb; OH U He NpeacTaBnAn
cebe, YTO MPUKOCHOBEHMNE MYXUYUHbI MOXKET ObiTb TAKNM HEXHbIM
N NpuATHbIM. EMy 3axoTesnocb NpoginMTb 3TO MIHOBEHME, HO OH
MOCTEeCHSACA CKa3aTb 06 3TOM BCAyX.

Mocne >toro Tom yxe pyman o PooXxepe He nepecTaBas.
MoHavany 3TO ero HEMHOro nyrano, BeAb TOM BbIPOC B AOBOJIbHO
KOHCEPBATMBHOW CeMbe, Fae KO BCeMy He obLenpuHATOMY N He
BMosiHe 06bIYHOMY OTHOCWUJINCb HACTOPOXXEHHO U ocyxpawuwe. WU
BCe Xe pacTywee noboNbITCTBO N UCKPEHHAS CMMNATUA K HOBOMY
Apyry 3actaBuam Toma npusHaTbcsa cebe B TOM, YTO NpensioXKeHune
Pon)xepa kakeTcsa emy Bce 6osiee 3aMaHYMBbLIM. KpoMe TOro, 4yTbe
MoACKa3biBaslo eMy, 4To Pog)kep npuHagnexuT K 4Yucay ogen,
KOTOpbIE HE MUMEIOT NPUBbIYKN NCNOJIb30BATb APYIrUX, M MOXXET CTaTb
TeMm, Koro ToMy Bcerga He xBaTano, — MNo-HacToAweMy BAN3ZKUM n
HaZeXXHbIM ApyroM. M XoTsa npu MbIC/IM O TOM, Kak Npon3ongeT ero
nepeoe cbnmxeHne c Poa>xepom, ToMy CTaHOBWUJIOCb CTPALLUHOBATO,
OH BCe siCHee CO3HaBaJl, 4TO AENCTBUTENIbHO XO4YEeT 3TOrO.

* %k % % x

Mpowno pBa pHA. Tom Ben ceba Tak, O6yATO HMYero He
npounsowno; Poa)xep He 3Has, 4YTO U AyMaTb. Ha TpeTuin aeHb
€ro OTMNYCK KOHYWJICA, M eMy MPULLIOCE BEPHYTbCA Ha paboTy.
[en B MacTepCKON HaKOMWUIOCb MHOro, U Poa)kep uenbin OEHb He
noAHMMas ronoBbl MPOBO3UJICA C ABYMSA aBTOOyCcaMu U OrpPOMHbLIM
JIMMY3UHOM.

Korga oH npuiien gomoin, 6b1s10 yXKe Havyano AeBATOro Beyepa, u
OH BaJIMJICSA C HOr OT ycTanocTn. BpobaBok y Hero cunbHo 6onena
npasas CTYMHA — CNeAcTBUe AaBHEN NPOM3BOACTBEHHON TPABMbI.

Pooykep NpUHSAN Ay, ynercs C rpefikol Ha AMBaH B rOCTUHOM ©
3aKpblSl rnasa, u TyT B ABePb NO3BOHUN.

— Koro euie HeceT? — nposopYan Poo)kep 1 nornsesncs oTKpbiBaTb.

Ha nopore co cMmyuwieHHomn ynbibkon ctosn ToM. OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH
Pog>kep NnpuoTKpbIT POT M 3aCTblsl HA MecTe.
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— MpuBeT. Mo)xxHO BONTU? — cripocunna Tom, n Poa>kep NocrneLwHo
WarHyJs Hasag, Npornyckasa ero BHyTpPb.

— KoHeu4Ho, npoxoaun, — CKa3ajsl OH HakKoHel, 3aKpblal 3a ToMOM
ABEpPb N NOBEJ1 ero B KOMHaATYy.

Ecnn 66l KTO-HNOYAb cenyac HarnoMHKA Pogyxkepy, 4To OH oTpaboTan
NnoyTn ABeHanLaTb YacoB 6e3 nepepbiBa W CTPALUHO yCTas, OH Obl
o4eHb yamBuncs. Ero nHTepecosan Nuilb BONPOC, YEM OH 3aC/y>XXKUI
3TOT HEOXWAAHHbIN, HO UCKJIIOYUTENIbHO MPUSTHbLIA BU3NT.

— Tbl 4ero xpomMaellb? — cnpocus ToM. — 370 9 Tebs Tak 3aroHan?

— Hy 410 Tbl, — OoTBeTUN Pog)xep. — HaBepHoOe, K OOXAK HOora
pasbonenacs.

MoliMaB HeloyMeHHbI B3rnaa ToMa, OH MOACHWUI:

— BoT 4T0 6bIBAET, KOrga XoAmMWb Ha paboTy B KPOCCOBKax 1 TBON
HanapHWK PoHAeT Tebe Ha HOry TOJIbKO 4YTO MOKPaLLUEHHYO ABEPb OT
MunkKpoasTobyca.

— Hwnyero cebe! — BocknnkHysn Tom. — W gaBHO 3T0 6b1S107

— lopa oBa Haszapg. 4 nonTopa Mecsua He MOr BCTaTb. Tpu

KOCTW csqioMasi. 3aTo Ternepb NoymMHes — BOH, BUAUWb... — Pogxxep
KWBHY/ Ha CBOW «apMenckue» 60TUHKU. — [NaBHOe — TexHMKa
6e3onacHocTuK!.. JlagHo, epyHAOa, 3TO HEUHTepecHo. Tbl Nydyle

pacCcKaku, rae Tbl cerogHs 6bin.
— Hurpe, — otBeTun ToM. — B roctuHuue cungen.

— 3HauunT, 370 A Tebsa 3aroHsAn, — ynblbHyNcs Pog)xep u ybpan co
CTOJIMKA CBOW XXYpHasibl.

— HeT, — ckasan ToMm, pa3rnagbiBasg BUCALLMA Ha CTeHe
6onbwon nnakaT C m3obparkeHMeM SpKo-KpacHom «JlambopruHum
Ounabno». OTKpbIBalOLWMNECSH BEePTUKAIbHO BBEPX OCTPOKOHEYHbIe
ABepLubl HanoOMWHaAW KpblJlbS W NpuAaBaaM MallnHe CXOACTBO C
3K30TUYECKUM HACEKOMbIM. — MHe NpoCTO 3ax0TeNloCb HEMHOrO
nooymaTb.

— To>xe nHorga He nomMmelwlaeT, — cornacmncsa Pogxep. — N 410 xe
Tbl Hagyman?

Tom He oTBeTus. BmecTo 3TOro oH BApYr nogowen K Popxepy
BMJIOTHYIO M BHUMATEJIbHO MOCMOTpPES eMy NMpamMo B rnasa. Poaxep
yAuBAeHHOo noAHANn 6poBuM, HO HE OTCTYNMW.

— 91 Hagyman, 4To 6e3 Tebsa MHe rynaTb HEMHTEPECHO, — CKa3all
Tom. OH NoaHAN PYKY M HEYBEPEHHO LOTPOHYICA A0 naeda Pogy)kepa.
OXXngaBLWNIA Yero yrogHo, kKpome rnogobHoro nosopoTa cobbITMRA,
TOT 3amep, 608Cb HEOCTOPOXXHLIM ABWXXEHMEM Bbi3BaTb Y ToMa
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MbIC/lb, 4TO €My HEenpusTHO 3TO MpUKOCHOBeHWe. ToMm nposen
KOHYMKaMN NanbLeB OT rnJeya Pogy)kepa [0 KUCTU, B3SJ1 €ro PyKy B
CBOIO 1 TUXO MPOroBOPUII:

— 51 no Tebe cerogHs COCKy4unics.

— N a9 ToxXe, — Tak e Tuxo ckasan Pooxxep, Bce eule He Beps
CBOEMY CHacThblO.

— § Xo4y ocTaTbCs cerogHsa ¢ Tobon, — He oTBOAS B3rasaa,
npounsHec ToM. — MO>XHO?

N TyT Pooxxep He Bblgepxas. OH NOHWMan, 4TOo ecnnm notepseT
KOHTPOJ1b, TO Y)X€& He CMOXXeT OCTaHOBUTbLCS, HO OH CTOJIbKO MeyTan
06 3TOM MrHOBEHWMW, 4YTO HMYero He Mor c cobonm nopenaTb. OH
cxBaTun Toma B 06bATMA 1 BNuaca rybamm B ero rybel. Tom, He
rOTOBbIN K TakKOMy Hanopy, MOHa4ajly oCTaBaJiCs HEenoOBMXXHbIM;
3aTeM OoH obxBaTua Pop)xepa obenmmn pykamm 1 cTan oTBevaTb Ha
ero nouenywu.

Yepes HeCKosIbKo MUHYT Poa>ep HakoHel, oTopBasaca oT Toma,
4yTOObl NepeBecTn AbixaHue. ToM caenan war Hasag; Poaxep
C OTYasgHMeM nogyMmas, 4TO TOT MCAyraicsd M XxXo4eT YWTWU, HO
BMeCTO 3Toro Tom, npoaosnkasa cMoTpeTb Poa)kepy B rnasa, Havan
paccTermBaTb Ha cebe pybaluky.

— TomM, Tbl yBEPEH, 4TO X04eLb 3Toro? — Poaykep 4yyBcTBOBas cebs
06513aHHbIM 3a4aTb 3TOT BOMpPOC.

BmecTo oTBeTa ToMm 6pocun pybaluky Ha AnBaH, CHOBa Npubnansnics
K Poo>xepy n y>ke ropa3no 6onee pewntenbsHoO 06HAN ero 3a Wweto.

— He 6oics, — wenHyn Pogxxep, Lenys ero 3a yxom, n ToM 3akpbi
rnasa, owyuaa HapacTawowee Bo3byxaeHne. — § nocTaparoch
OCTOPOXKHO...

Poo>xep cHoBa nouenosan ToMa, Ha 3TOT pa3 HEXHO U MeaJIeHHO,
N TOT BECb 0OMSAK B ero o6baTusax.

— NpeMm, — cka3san Poaxkep v noTsHyA ToMa 3a cobor B cnanbHIo.

) %k % % x

PaHHUM yTpoMm Toma pa3byaun wym sipoCTHO KONOTUBLUEro B
OKHO moxnAasd. Ha ynuue 6bi10 elle TeMHo. TOM NOBepHY roJIoBy U
nocMoTpen Ha Pog)kepa; TOT cnas, MOJIOXKUB PYKY €My Ha >KMBOT.
ToM HaTsHy”N cron3wee oaesno, NpUKpbl Pog)kepa n ynbibHyCS.
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Mecsauy Ha3apn, Korga Tom BRepBbie MPOCHYJICA B 3TON KBapTupe
psoom c Pop)kepoMm, xnecTasn TOYHO Takom e AoXAab. Ho B TO
yTpO CcOH obeccuneBLlero 3a AOAry HoYb TOMa MpepBan He CTYK
Kanenb Mo CcTekny, a nNuck byamnbHuKa. TlocablWancs LWenyok,
OyounbHMK 3aTux, N TOM NOYyBCTBOBaJ, Kak Poa>kep OCTOPOXHO
rnaguT eMy MOYKy yxa. OwyuieHune 6bJI0 HEONMUCYEMO MPUATHBIM,
n TOM HEKOTOpOe BpeMs NeXkasl HeENOABMXHO, YTOObl He CNYrHyTb
BOCXUTUTEJIbHOE MIrHOBEeHMEe. HeOXOTHO OTKPbIB HakoHeL, rnasa, oH
yBuges, 4To Poo)ep CMOTPUT Ha HEro TakMM >Ke 3a4apoBaHHbIM
B3rna4oM, Kak nMpu ux NepBon BCTpeye B napke. Tenepb, nocsne
BCEro, 4TO MeXAYy HUMWU NPOM30oLWo, 3TOT B3rnag obpen onsa Toma
CMbIC 1 BblN ACHEEe CoB.

Tak OHW Nexxanu elle HeCKOJIbKo MUHYT, a NoToM Poaxkep ckasan:
— Mepee3xalt Ko MHe. MycTb Tak 6yneT Kaxabl AeHb.

Tom ponro cmoTpen Pop)xepy B rsasa, CJ/IOBHO WUWa B HUX
MOATBEP)XXAEHNE YXKe TMOoYTU MPUHATOMY peLUEHMIO. Ponoxep
6ecnoKomHoO ornsiHysAca Ha byannbHUK; eMy nopa 6bi10 Ha paboTy,
HO OH He MOr YWTW, He NoJly4YnB OTBETa.

M ToM He CcTan ero My4mTb U NPOCTO CKa3as:
— XopolLuo.

B TOT Xe feHb OH nepebpasncs M3 rocTuHULbl K Pogxepy, 1 oba
C KaxxabiM gHeM Bce 6osblie ybexxganucb B TOM, YTO MOCTYNUAN
NpaBuWJIbHO.

Pon)xep He npuBbIK >KasloBaTbCA Ha cyabby, Tak Kak He nobun
«rHeBuTb 6ora» n BoobLle Ha MHOroe He npeTeHaoBasl, HO B
nocsenHee BpeMs OH 0COBEHHO OCTpPO owylaa OAWHOYECTBO U
04YeHb TOCKOBaJ MO YeN0BeEKY, KOTOpOMY Mor 6bl oTaaTh cebsa Bcero.
C nosiBneHnemM Toma CNOBHO 3aKOHYWMJIOCb A0Jroe, YTOMUTENbHOE
CTpaHCTBME B HUKyda. Pop)xkep mMo4vyBCTBOBaj, YTO Hallen CBOK
POACTBEHHYIO, XOTb W OYEHb HEMOXOXXYI Oylly, CBOK BTOPYHO
MOMOBUHKY, TaK »>Xe& O0OTYassHHO HYXXAaloWYyCsd B WUCKPEHHEN,
H6eckopbicTHOM N06BK, Kak 1 OH caM. W B cepaue y Hero HakoHell
BOLLAPWJINCb MOKOM N YMUPOTBOPEHNE, Kak By4To Halwnacb 1 BCTana
Ha MeCcTo nocsieHAs HeJocTawLwWasn AeTajllb MO3auKK, U CTana SACHO
BMAHa NOJIHAsA KapTMHa ero He3aTeNIMBOW XXN3HN.

ToM noHavasny MbiTancs, Kak BCcerfaa, oCMbICIUTb Npou3oLlellee,
Belb €ro HOBas >XW3Hb Pe3Ko OTJ/iIMyanacb OT TOW, K KOTOpPOW
OH Bcerfa nojfico3HaTesIbHO roTOoBWUACA. HO B OOWH MpeKpacHbIi
IeHb OH TMOHSJ, 4YTO BCe €ero pasMbllIeHUs — nycTas TpaTa
BPEMEHMW, MOCKOJIbKY Ha CaMOM Jefie BCEé Ha yOWB/IeHMEe MNpPOoCTO:
eMy Xopollo C Poa)xepoM, a KpoMe 3TOro ero HMYTO He BOJIHYeT.
ToM € KaxxablM AHEM NMpuBA3bIBaJICS K Pomyxepy Bce cuiibHee, 1 ANns
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Hero y>xe He 6b110 60o51ee NPUATHON MUHYTbI, YeM KOrga TOT BXOAWJ
BEYEPOM B [IOM, HepeaKo LaTasACb OT YCTanoCTU, HO C HEM3MEHHO
o3apswoLwmMcs npu suae Toma JNLOM.

EANHCTBEHHbIM, 4TO C/lerka oMpa4vasio UX COBMECTHYIO XXMN3Hb, Obisia
Hekast HeJOrOBOPEHHOCTb B UX MHTUMHbIX OTHOLIEHUAX. HecmoTps
Ha NpucyLyio emy npsMoTy, Poaxkep 6bin He B COCTOAHMM CKa3aTb
ToMy, 4TO MHorga 4yBcTBYyeT cebsl Kak C/IOH B nocyaHon naske. OH
Obln O0YeHb BHMMaTeNleH U OCTOPOXXeH; 6blNo0 BMOHO, 4TO OH M30
BCEX CWUJ1 CTapaeTcs CAepXXuBaTbCs, 4TOObl He HabpacbiBaTbCA Ha
Toma, Kak OH no3Bossia cebe MocTynaTb C HEKOTOPLIMU U3 CBOMX
CNly4anHbIX IIOOOBHMKOB 1 KakK HepeaKo NocTynanm ¢ HAM. Hukoraa
paHbLle He nMeBLLUUN aenla C TakKuM Cy6TI/IJ'IbeIM NMnapTHeEpPOM,
Popyxep 6osincs Boi3BaTb Y TOMa HeNpuUsa3Hb K cebe MAN NPUYNHUTD
emy 6onb 1 obpallancsa ¢ HAUM, Kak ¢ apdopoBon Kyknon. Kak Hu
XoTenocb Popykepy mHoraa noBaamTb ToOMa Ha MoOCTeNlb U COpBaTb
C Hero ogexay, oH cTporo 3anpewan cebe nonobHble Bewn. Tom
CHNTanN TakKylo npeaynpeanTesibHOCTb ele OAHUM A0Ka3aTe/IbCTBOM
4YyBCTB Popg)kepa, HO OfHaXAbl, 3aMeTMB, KaK TOT CKOBaH, CKasan
emMy cam:

— Popa, nocnywan... Tel Monogeu, n cnacmbo tebe, 4TO Tbl MEHS
Tak obeperaelb, HO A BCe-TakM He U3 Bymaru coenaH. 9 He xouy,
4TObbl Thbl cebsa NOCTOAHHO caep>kuBan. Jllobn MeHs Tak, Kak Tebe
3TOro Xo4yeTcs.

Mocne 3TOoro Mexay HUMU He 0CTasioCb HUYero HesiCHOro wu
HeadOoCKa3aHHOro.

OyeHb ckopo Tom 06bsABMA, YTO He xenaeT cnaeTb Yy Poaxepa
Ha LWee, OH HaMepeH YCTPOUTbLCHA Ha MOJICTaBKM Ha KaKyl-Hubyab
paboTy, a BO BTOPOWN MOJIOBUHE QOHA 3aHMMaTbCs [OOMALLHUM
XO03AMCTBOM. YC/bllWaB 3TO TOpP)XeCTBeHHOe 3asBseHne, Pooxxep
OT OYyLIKN pacxoxoTancd. Ha HeJoyMeHHO-BOMPOCUTENbHbIN B3rnsag
ToMa OH, OTAbIWaBLLNCL, OTBETU:

— He obpawail BHMMaHMA. [lpocTo s npenctasun Teba B
KPY>XEBHOM (bapTyKe 1 C MepbeBOil MeTenKoW B pyKax... BbixoguT,
CerofiHsa y4eHylo cteneHb B Kembpuaxxe nony4atoT 418 TOro, 4To6bl
CTaTb oMmpaboTHuLen B Hblo-Mopke!

ToMa 3TO COBEpLLEHHO He rno3abasuJio.

— KT0-To e posmxkeH o Tebe 3a60TUTLCA, — CEPbE3HO OTBETUN
OH. — Bo-nepsbix, Tbl paboTaewsb fono3gHa, n KBapTmpa y Tebs
BbIFAANT, Kak nocne butebl copa MaBanHa c 3esieHbIM PbiLapeM
[3]... — Pom>xep MOprHya u xoten 6b1s10 NepecnpocuTb, Kak UMEHHO
BbIFNAOWUT ero KBapTupa, HO ToM He no3soaun cebsa nepebutb un
nponosikan: — Bo-BTOPbLIX, Thl 3arfiiHA B CBOW XONOAUNbHUK. Tbl
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3aHMMaelbCsa CMopTOM, a HOpMasbHOW eabl y Teba HeT. Ho 3To
S ucnpaeao. Mexxay npoyuMm, s HEMIoXo roToBJ U Ntob 3To
3aHATME. A B-TpPeTbMX, — 030pHO NpubaBma oH, — Tbl 0COBEHHO He
BECeNINCb, MbITbE NnocyAabl 1 nopy4y Tebe.

— 4 Tak 1 3Hasn, 4TO TYT eCTb KaKOW-TO MOABOX, — YCMEXHYJCA
Pop>xep, HO BO3paXkaTb He cTa.

N TomM oenCcTBMUTENbHO YCTPOWUCS Ha paboTy, NOCTYNMB MOMOLLHUKOM

penakTtopa B Hebonblwoe M3paTenbCTBO, a MO BeYepaMm yauBnan
Poo)xepa 6niogamm uWpnaHOCKOW, WOTAAHACKON W CTapUHHON
AHIJINACKON KYXHN.

— OTAnYHYIO NoapyXKy Tbl cebe Hawen, — noaTPyHWUBaAW Hafg
Pon)xepom pebsata. — FoToBUT, ybmupaeT. Xopowo ycTpounncs!

— Hapo »xe MHe HaKoHeL, NOXXNTb No-4es10Be4eCKN, — HEBO3MYTUMO

napupoBan Pog)xep. — Bam nerko roBopuTb. Y Malka eCTb XeHa,
3a bpanaHoM n [>XENKOM eCTb KoMy NpucMoTpeTb... OaumH CTuB y
Hac 6ecxo3HbIM oCcTasncs.

— BepHo Pop rosoput, — cornawanca Ctus. — Hago cbesanTb
B JlIoHOOH. MoXeT, TaM U Ha MOK [0JII0 OCTaJIuCb TakKme CJlaBHble
pbi>XK1e OOMOXO3SANKN.

— Hey)xenu Bbl HMKOr4a He ccopuTecb? — C HemognefibHbIM
nobonbITCTBOM Crpocuia Kak-To [Ikeccuka, rnags, C Kakowm
CMNOKOMHON 1 CHUCXOAUTEeNbHON ynblbkon ToM pearmpyeTt Ha BCe UX
LWYTKMN.

— A 3a4eM? — nckpeHHe yamsuncsa Pogxxep. — Mbl Bcerga cMoOXXeMm
norosopuTbca. Hy, ecnm pongeTt o criopa, TO 8 aAydwe ycTynto...
A To MeHAa 6e3 yxunHa ocTaBaTt! — pobasun oH, 6bpocas Ha Toma
LWYTAMBO-HaNyraHHbIA B3rnsa.

— BpeT, kak 6apoH MioHxray3eH, — pa3Ben pykamm Tom. — [a c
HUM NOCCOPUTBLCA B MPUHLUME HEBO3MOXXHO. HYTO HU CKaXkellb, ero
BCe yCTpauBaeT, OH BCcerga BCeM [0BOJIEH.

— ITO Tbl Ha HEro Tak XOpOoLLOo AeNCTBYeLb, — YNblIOHYNCA BpanaH.

— [MpaBunbHO, — nogan ronoc [>xeuk. — Myx4unHy pnns
noagep)xaHus OyLWEeBHOr0 paBHOBECUS HaO0 KaK cefgyeT KOPMAUTb...

— Mo>XHO mogyMmaTb, 4TO Tebsa mopaT ronogom! — oBUIKEHHO
BOCKJIMKHYNa Kappwu.

— MeH$ XXapKnM No-npnaHACKM HevacTo 6anyoT... — YXMbUIbHYJCS
Ioxenk.

— PebsiTa, He ccopbTecb, — BENIMKOAYLUHO CKa3an Poaxep.
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— [a, 4yeM 3aBNA0BATb, Ny4lle NPUXOANTE BCE B MNSATHULLYY K BEYepy,
A YTO-HUbYAb MHTEpPecHoe NPUroTOBJID, — NPEASIoXKA ToMm.

— HeT yX, nyywe nycTb NPUXOLAAT U 3aBUAYIOT, — ropao 3asBu
Pooxxep.

I>KOH, Kak 00bl4HO, MOMYa caywasn UX WYTANBbIE MNKUPOBKU U,
yCcMexasncCb, Kadyas rojioBoun.

* % % X% x

JInwb oanH-eAMHCTBEHHbLIN pa3 ToMmy OO0BeSloCb YBUAETb, Kak
Ponxxep Bbilen n3 cebs.

OfoHa)kabl BEYEPOM OHWM BO3BpalLasMCb U3 KUHO, OXXUBMEHHO
obcyxpas yBuaeHHbIn punbM. [loroga 6bina npuaTHow, u Tom
npensioXxXna He AT Ccpa3y OOMOW, a HEMHOrO MOryfsTb, Ha 4YTO
Pon)xep c pagocTbio cornacmuncsa. OHU WM no Tuxon 6esnogHom
ynoyke, un Popxep, 06bl4HO He opobpaBLIMA «OBXMMaHWUN» Ha
NOASAX, He caepxxasica 1u no3soaun cebe obHATbL ToMa U KYCHYTb
ero 3a yxo. Kak pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT M3-3a yrja MossBUJICA Kakon-To
300pPOBbLIA MapeHb B CMOPTUBHOM KOCTOMe, HO Popxep ero He
3aMeTunn. MapeHb, BUANMO, BO3BPALLAJICSA N3 CIOpT3aa: Ha nievey
Hero Oblsla NoTpenaHHas CNOPTUBHAA CyMKa. BepoAaTHO, TpeHUpoBKa
pa33agopuna ero; Boobpa3mB cebsa KpyTbiM, OH MNpe3puTesIbHO
rnocMmoTpen Ha ToMa u Pogy)xepa n eXuaHO BOCKJAUKHY:

— Bbl TONbKO NocMOTpUTE Ha 3TUX roMmmkos! Yxe m oo poma
AoTepneTb He MOXeTe, NMPAMO Ha yauue Jin3aTbCA Havann? W Kak
Tebe, pbKNN? — ITW CNIOBA OTHOCUMJIUCL YXXE JINYHO K ToMy. —
HpaBunTcCs, Kak 3TOT pokep Tebsa TpaxaeT? Ypoabl, noybuean 6bl Bac
Bcex!..

ToMm 3anunncs kpackown, 6bpocun B3rnsg Ha Pog)xkepa n ncnyrancs.
Y Toro B rnasax BCrMbIXHYN HE3HaKOMbIN ToMy oroHb. Popgyxep 6bin
pasbspeH. EMy uHorga npmxoamnocb ChbilwaTb NoaobHble Beww;
ockopbsieHns, HEBEXXECTBO N NPEe3peHNE K TaKNUM, KakK OH, Bbliin emy
He BHOBe, HO TYyT 3agenn Toma, u 3Toro Pog)kep cteprneTb He Mor.

— MocToli-Ka 34ecb, — BbICTPO CKa3as OH TOMy U MoLLes HAaBCTpeyy
napHio. Moaoiaa K HeMy BMIOTHYIO, Poaykep, N30 BCex CU CTapasch
COXPaHSATb CMOKONCTBME, TUXO NPOUN3HEC:

— B yem peno? Kto tebs tporan?

YyBCTBYS NOJIHYI0 6€3HaKa3aHHOCTb, YBEPEHHbI B CBOEN NpaBoTe
N cune, NnapeHb B CNOPTUBHOM KOCTIOME Harao oTBeTu:
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— A 4TO, Tbl U MeHA xo4ewb NoTporath? Ob6ohaewbcs, rOMUK
napwmnebiin. Non nydwe nanan CBoOero Apy»>xka, y Hero y>xe Hebocb
3apj YyeweTcsa!

OT 3Tux cnoB Pop)xep npuwen B HacTosilee beweHcTBo. OH
pa3BepPHYJICA 1 N30 BCEX CUJT yoapwu MapHs B 1Muo. ToT OTLWATHYJICS,
YPOHMB CYMKY, W CXBATW/CS 3a HOC. Popa)kep BOCMOJIb30BaJICA
MOMEHTOM, CXBaTW/ MapHs 3a PYKW 1 3aJI0MU UX Ha3al, pa3BepHyB
obng4ymka cnnmHom K cebe.

— NycTn, ran! — BbIKPUKHYJ NapeHb 1 MonbITasCcsa BblpBaTbCS, HO
Pooykep oep>kaa ero MepTBOWM XBAaTKOW. XOTS MPOTUBHUK OblN1 BbilLie
N KpynHee, ApoCcTb Npuaana Poaxxepy cu.

— Hy 4T0, yMHUK, 06pO No>KasioBaTb B KAy6 NapLInBbIX FrOMUKOB!
— PSABKHYJ1 OH U NOBepHyCcs K ToMy. — Y Tebsi «pe3nHKa» ¢ cobon
ecTb? — lpun 3TUX CNoBax NapeHb 3aKpuyan n 3abuncs, HO 3To eMy
He MoMorJio.

Tom CMOTpes1 Ha HUX BO BCe IN1a3a, He B CWJ1aX BbIMOJIBUTb HW CJ10Ba.

— JlagHo, obomgemMca W Tak, — XPUMabIM OT HEHABUCTU
roJIocoOM cKasan Pog)ep M C CUOW pBaHyN CMOPTUBHbIE LUTaHbI
napHs; pa3fancs Tpeck pBylUencs TKaHu. [lapeHb copBascs Ha
BUW3T.

— HeT! HeT! MNycTtun!.. NMomoruTe!

Y Toma notemHeno B rnasax. OH MOHAJN, YTO cCelvac CTaHeT
CBUAETENEM OTBPATUTENbHOW CLIEHbI. Hey>xenn oH Mor Tak
ownbnteca? Heyxenn ero Poa crnocobeH Ha Takyto mep3ocTb?! OT
LLIOKA OH He MOr CABWMHYTbLCA C MecTa U CMOTpPEes Ha npoucxogsiiee,
KaK 3aBOPOXXEHHbIN.

Ho TyT Pom)kep oTnyCcTWA MapHSA W MHYJ ero B rosbii 3aj Tak,
4YTO TOT MoJsieTen Bnepen 1 eABa yCcnes BbICTaBUTb PYKU, 4TOObI He
pa3buTb nnuo ob achansT.

— KpeTunH, — TeaTpanbHO OTpAXMBasa NafoHU, CKasan Popxep.
[MapeHb BCKOYM, MOAXBATWA CBOO CYMKY U, Ha Xo4y noaTArvBas
Pa30pBaHHbIE LLUTaHHbI, 6pOCVIJ'ICFI Mpo4b.

ToM NpofosiKan CToATb HEMOoABUXXHO. Poaykep noaollen K HeMy U
XOTen B3ATb 3@ PYKY, HO TOM OTLIATHYCS.

— TomMu, Tbl 4TO?

Pooykep npucMoTpesncs v yBuaesn B rnasax Toma HenognesbHbi
ncnyr.

— Tom, yTo Cc TOoBOIN?

Cpenas elle war Hasag, ToM C TPYAOM BbIrOBOPWIIL:
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— Pop, Tbl 4TO, AEACTBUTENIBHO COBUpPANCs ero... — OH 3arHyJICs;
OH He XOTeN BepuTh...

— C yma cowen! — BOCKNNKHYN Poaxxep. — Heyxenu Tbl AyMaellb,
4TO A 6bl CBA3a/ICA C 3TOMN Mpa3blo?!

— 3a4eM Xe Tbl Torga... — B rosioce ToMa npo3By4daso HeLoBepUe.

— ToM, ngMoToB Hado y4uTb, — Teprnenmeo obbacHUN Poaxxep.
— WHavye Ham npoxody OaBaTb He 6yayT. $ NpocTO XoTen ero
HanyraTb. MoxeT, A 1 nepebopLnsi ManocTb, HO Tenepb OH XO0T4 bbl
bynoeTt gymaTb, Npexxae 4eM OTKpbIBaTb poT. — Poaxkep xoTen 6bis10
nornagnTe TomMa No weke, HO TOT CHOBA OTCTpaHuncA, u Pogxxep
ONyCTWUN PYKY.

— TomMm, 3T0 y>Xe NpocTo 06UAHO, — CMOKOMHO CKa3aJs OH. — Tkl 4TO,
NJIOX0 MeHs 3Haelb? MNoCcMOTPU Ha MeHs.

Ho Tom onycTwun rosiosy, N TYT OH BAPYI BCMOMHUI...

B peTcTBe, Kjacce B 4eTBepTOM, TOM MNOCCOPWUICA CO CBOUM
OOHOKNACcCHMKOM Ain3ekoM [puHCTaHoM. B 3amane oH o6o3Ban
An3eka xupom. Torga OH euwe He MOHMMas 3HaYeHUsa 3TOoro
CJI0BA; OH rae-To Chblllajs ero v NoHAJ, 4YTOo 3TO He4YTo aypHoe. B
cnepytouiee )xe MrHoBeHMe OH NOJyYua CUAbHbIN yaap no 3ybam. B
OOy OH HEe OCTasICA, U MaNbuyMKKM cuenunmncb. Kak 3To YacTto bbiBaeT
Yy Manbyullek, nocsae gpakn oHW NogpyXuianck, N An3ek pacckasan
ToMy, 4YTO OTel Y4YWUI ero HMKOMY He MO3BOJIATb 0CKopbnsaTb ero
HaLMOHANBLHOCTb U, eC/IN Hafo, 3alWMilaTh CBOK YeCTb C KyJlakaMu.

Tom nogHsaN ronoBy u nocmoTpen Pooxxepy npsMo B rnasa. ToT
nokKa4an rososon n ynelbHynca. N no atom obpon oTKpbITON ybibke
Towm y3Han ceoero Poga. OH yCrOKOWACSA, N eMy Aaxke CTas10 CTbIAHO,
4TO OH TaK MJIOXO Moayman o gpyre.

— HaBepHoe, Tbl NpaB... — NPOU3HEC OH U WarHyn K Poa>kepy. ToT
06HsN ero, n TOM NpM>Kasics LWEKON K ero nievy.

— Hy 4TO, Mo-MoeMy, CerofHsLWHAS KyabTypHas nporpamMmma
BbINMOJIHEHA C NpeBbIleHneM, — ckasan Pogykep v nouenosan ToMa
B MaKyLlKy. — Naem gomon?

— WNpem, — B300XxHYyn ToM, HO C MecTa He ABuHycA. OH 6bl1 roToB
CTOATb TaK A0 6eckoHe4YHoCTW.

* % % X% x

OnHa)kabl Be4epoM, BepHYBLUUCL C paboTbl, Poa)kep, Kak 0bbI4HO,
3acTan ToMa Ha KyxHe. TOT BO3WJICA C OoYepelHbiM LIOTJaHACKUM
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peuentoMm. YBmges Pop)xepa, TomM oOCTaBuil 3TO 3aHATUE U C
3arago4HbIM Bblpa>XxeHneMm nua NoTAHY/ ero 3a pykaB B KOMHaTY.

— Tbl HaA 4eM TYT Kongyewb? — cnpocun Pogxkep, ornaabiBascb
Ha KYXHIO U NPUHIOXNBAACb; Aeryctaunto cTpsanHM ToMa OH cymTan
CBOEN CBATON exxeBe4depHen 06493aHHOCTBIO.

— [a TakK, Hu4ero ocobeHHoro, — HebpexxHo 6pocunn ToMm, NbITASACh
oTBseYb Pog)kepa oT KyxHuU. — lMocnywan, Poa, a nosxxeH Tebe Koe-
YTO CKaszaTb.

— Hy, rosopu. A OHO TaM He cropuT?..

— [HaBan cagemM, — cepbe3Ho cKasan Tom v npucen Ha OuBaH.
Popxep cen psagoMm. 3arnasHys Tomy B rjsasa, OH [a)Ke HEMHOro
ncnyrasncs.

— YT0-TO Cnyymnoco?

— 4... 9 Xo4y noexaTb K poanTesnsam, — ckasas ToM. — BOT, 9 yxe
6uneTbl Kynu... BelneTt 4yepes Hegento.

Y Pop>xepa ynano cepaue. OH coBepLIEHHO pacTepsasics.

— Kak e Tak?.. ToMMu, 4To cnydmnocsk? 4 Tebs yem-to obngen?
Tenepb HacTana o4epenb ToMa pacTepaTbCA.

— HeT, 4yto Thl! C 4yero Tbl B3a17?

— Torga no4emy Thl BOPYT ye3aelwb?! — BOCKANKHYN Poaxxep.
DTOro OH BOBCE He OXWAasl M JINXOPafoyHO MblTancs coobpasnTb,
YTO MOrJ10 3aCTaBMTb TOMa MNPUHATL Takoe pelleHune. TyT HaKoHel,
ToM MOHSAM, YTO HEACHO Bblpa3nncd, n nocrnewmnn ncnpaBnTb CBOKO
ownbKy.

— Pop, A xo4y, 4Tobbl Tbl MOEXan CO MHON. X04y NO3HAaKOMUTb Tebs
C poauTensamMu. Kak Tbl Ha 3TO CMOTPULLBL?

Polo>kep cHadvafla oTopornes, a NOoTOM BHUMaTes/lbHO MOCMOTPEnN
ToMmy B rsia3a u Cnpocu:

— Tbl 3TO CEPbE3HO, 4TO NN?

— BrnosiHe, — oTBeTun Tom. — Beab y Hac ¢ Tobon BCce cepbesHo,
npasga? Oa, Poa? — Cc Hage)xaon B rosioce rnoBTOPMII OH.

— O rocrnoaun, — npobopmoTan Poaykep, MpoBOAs PYKOW MO BOJSIOCaM
N OTKUAbIBAACh Ha CMUHKY AMBaHa.

— Tbl He xo4elb exaTb? — paccTpownca Tom. — Tbl He nbullb
MeHA?

— BoT rnynein, — cka3zan Poa)kep, nokayaB rosioBON, N NPUTAHYN
Toma K cebe. — MynbI Tbl AIMCEHOK! — NOBTOPWA OH, epoLla Tomy
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BOJIOCbl. — Kak Tbl MeHA Hanyrasa. A ewie JIMHrBUCT... KoHe4Ho, 4
noeny c Toboin.

Poo>xep obHan Toma, a TOT nMpn>XxaJsica K HeEMY MNMOKpen4ye n 3aTux.
Poo>xep nomMmon4an HEMHOro, a NOTOM CKas3aJl:

— 3Haelwb, Hafo caenaTh BCe Kak criegyeT... — OH BbinyCcTua ToMa
13 06bATUN, YyTb OTCTPaHWA ero ot cebsa u npoaosKan:

— 9 Bce Xxgan nogxoasiL,ero MOMeHTa, BOT Tbl MHe 1 nomor. — OH
caoenan euwe ogHy nay3sy, cobupasicb C AyXOM, U HaKOHEeL, Cepbe3Ho
npounsHec: — [aBal NOXXEHUMCS.

— Hac »xe He 3aperncTpupytoT, — MallnHaibHO OTBETU1 ToMm.

— Mbl yTO-HMbYAb NpuaymaeMm. Tebe TONbKO 3TO MewaeT? —
Poaoxxep B3sn1 Toma 3a noabopoAokK M BOMPOCUTESIbHO MPUMNOAHAN
6posu.

Tom HekoTopoe BpeMs CMOTpes Ha Poa)kepa LWNPOKO pacKpbITbIMU
rsasamu, a NOTOM KUHYJCA eMy Ha LUElo.

— Popawn!.. Tel y MeHA ny4le scex!

— Jlydwe Bcex? — Pooykep MArko ycMexHysica, norjaakusas Tomy
3aTbIJIOK. — A 4YTO, Y MEHS MHOIO KOHKYPEHTOB?

— Y 1eb65 ux HeT 1 BblTb HE MOXKET, — YBEPEHHO 3aaBUA TOM.

Bopyr oH MOTAHY/ HOCOM BO34YX, BbIMPAMWUACA WU BUHOBATO
ynblbHYNCA:

— Ka)keTcs, BCe-Taku cropeno...
Poo>xkep, NpULLypMBLLUNCL, MOCMOTPEs Ha ToMa 1 CTPOro CKasall:

— Torpa nawn, BbiKAtoYanm NANTY, MOKa BECb AOM He Cropes, h CKopee
Bo3Bpawanca. 9 Tebsa Haka3biBaTb byny.

ToM paccmesancs u nocnewmnn Ha KyxHio.

* % % X% x

B cybboTy pebata B o4yepenHoh pa3 cobpanncb B CBOEM
n3nobneHHom bape. [lpoHMUaTeNbHbIA, Kak Bcerga, [>XoH cpa3y
3amMeTuNn nepeMeHy B cBoeM fApyre. Ecam B nocsegHee BpeMs
Poa>xep BuTan B obnakax, TO B TOT Beyep NMpO HEro MoXXHo 6bin1o
CKasaTb, 4TO OH BooOule Napui Ha HeOoCAraemMonm BbLICOTE 3a
npegenamm atMmocgepsl. [>KOH nepeses B3rnag Ha Toma 1 3amMeTun
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y TOr0 Ha JMLEe MOXOXKEee CUAHWE, HO TaKTUYHO MNPOMOAYasna wu
Mpoao/XKas C UHTepecoM HabnoaaTsb.

Pomkep 6bis1, 4TO HasbiBaeTCs, B yaape. OH paccKa3biBas Kakon-To
CMeLUHON c/y4Yain, npousoweawmnn y Hero Ha paboTe, fa Tak, 4TO B
6ape BpeMs OT BpeMeHn pa3faBasivcCb B3pbiBbl XOX0Ta. TOM CMOTpen
Ha Hero C MJlIoXo CKPbIBA€MbIM BOCXULLEHNEM, HO MOYTU He CAayLlan;
BUAHO 6bIN0, HTO OH HEMHOIO BOJIHYETCH.

HakoHeL, Korpay peﬁﬂT y>Xe NIOMU0 YeniCcTu oT cMexa, Pooxep
coenan rnay3y m CKkasa:

— A y Hac HoBOoCTW. Mbl ¢ TomoM efieM B AHrnmio. Tom xo4eT
npeabvdaBnTb MEHA poOonTesiaM. A Korga Mbl BepHeMCd, Bbl BCe
npurnaweHsl Ha ceaabby. MNMpeagynpexxnoaem 3apaHee, BCEM SIBUTbLCA.
HukKakne oTroBopKu He NMpUHUMaOTCA.

Ero mocnegHme csioBa 3arjaywnsa CTPaALWHbIA LWYM. MapHn
3arangenn, [LOEeBYLWKW 3aBU3XKaAWM, W BCe KUHYIUCb OOHMMaTb
Toma n Pooxkepa.

Korpa pe6ﬂTa HEeMHOro ycnokomnuch, [1»XoH 3aKka3as BCeEM eLle no
nopunm BbINMMBKN U o6paT|/|nc9| K Tomy.

— 3Haelwsb, NapeHb, Tebe o4eHb NOBEe3/10, — MPOU3HEC OH, 1 BCe
OKOHYaTeJIbHO NMpUnTUuXnnm. — TaKOFO, KaK PO,D,, 6onbLie HUrge He
Hangelwb. 9 Bedb €ro y)e MHOro fiet 3Hat. OH paaun Tebsa ropsl
cBepHeT. Tak YTo CMOTPU, HE YNyCTM CBOEro CHaCThbS.

PebaTta onaTb 3awymenn. Poaxkep CTpallHO CMyTW/CA. ToM
MoCcMOTpen Ha Hero c ynblbkow, rnepeBen B3rnsg Ha [>KOHa K
cepbe3HO OTBEeTUJI:

— 4 ewwe He cowen c yma.

) % % % x

B aspomopTt Toma u Pop)xepa NpoBOXa/IM BCEN KOMMaHWEN.
ObHuManu, uenoBanu, JaBanu WYTAMBbIE HanyTCcTBUA. Poaxxep
3aMeTHO HeEpPBHWYas nepef BCTpeden c pogntensamm Toma. [)KOH He
CMOI NpnAayMaTb HUYEro yTewnTeslbHOro 1 MoJi4a noTpenan gpyra
rno nneuy.

— Hy BCE, roToBbTeCb, — CKa3asl ToM. — Kak BepHeMcCs, yCTpouM
rpaHOVO3HYIO BevyepuHky. Oa, Poa?

— Ara, Uam rpaHAno3HbIN 3aMnon JINYHO OJ19 MeHs, eCnu Cynpyru
YacTtpung He onobpsaT BbIGOP CBOEro CblHa, — MPaYyHO MOLWYTUI
Pooxxep.
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— Fnynoctn, — C yBepeHHOCTbo 3aaBuna [xeccnka. — Tbl UM
0653aTeNnbHO NOHpPaBULLbLCA. A 4YTO KacaeTcs ToMa, TO OHU 3a Hero
TONbKO pagbl byayT.

— [la yX, ecTb 4eMy pafoBaTbCHA, — ycMexHysnca Pooxep. —
EQVMHCTBEHHBLIN CbiH OKa3ascs «ronybeim». Jliobon poantens bynetr
cyacTnme. A KoMy crnacnbo? — Popyxep ykasan 60/sbLINM NanbLEM
Ha ceba. — Euwe cnycTsaT MeHsa C necTHuubl. A Toma 3acagsaT nopg
JoMallHuMKM apecT... B Tayap.

Bce cTanu Hanepeboit ycnokanBaTb Poaxxepa, HO TyT TOM B3risiHY 1
Ha Yacbl 1 3aTOPONW ero.

— Ynauun, — ckasan >XoH, n Tom c Pog>xepom nocnewnnm K Bxoay.

* % % X% x

— [la He BOJIHYMACA Thbl TakK, — CKa3an ToMm Pomkepy, Korga OHW
exanun B TakCu 13 aspornopTa K AoMYy 4eTsl YacTdhuna. — Bce byaeT
HOPMaJIbHO.

— Hy pa, — oTo3Basncsa Poa)xep, HepBHO aeprasa cebs 3a nyrosuuy
Ha pyballke; N3 cTpaxa NPON3BECTUN HEBLIFOAHOE BMevyaTsieHne oH
BMepPBbIE B XXN3HWN 0TKa3ancsa OT CBOMX JIIOBMMbIX YepHbIX yTOONOK.
— lNoBopun a Tebe, Hapo 6bI10 MHe hpak HanNpoKaT B3ATb...

ToMm paccmesinics 1, 6ecnokosck o cyabbe nyroeulbl, B3sa Pog)xepa
3a pYKy.

Takcu nogbexano K oMy poantenen Toma; Pooxep 3agpan ronoBsy
1 BOCTOPXXEHHO MPUCBUCTHYJI. TOM paBHOAYLLUHO MNoOXa njedyamu u
noTAHyN Pogrkepa 3a cobon.

Cynpyrn YacTdung okKasaJMCb BOBCE He TakKUMW, KaKUMK
npenctasnsan nx cebe Poaxkep, 0XKMAaBLWNNA YBUAETb HU3KOPOCYIO,
Xy [OLLABY Napy C CyXuM, Xono4HbIM B3rnagoMm. Mucrtep Yactpung
0ENCTBUTENbHO BObl1 HU3KOBAT, HO OTHIOOb He XyaouwiaB. Y 3Toro
MJOTHOIr0, KOPEHACTOro My>XX4YuHbl BbIIN Takue XKe pbhKue, Kak y
Towma, BosioCcbl. Muccuc Yactopung, gobpoayliHas, To)Xe OOBOJIbHO
MoJIHas >KeHwWMmHa, Obblla Ha NONAronoBbl Bbiwe Myxa. O6a oveHb
npmBeTANBO NO3400pPOBaINCb C PO,EI,)KepOM N HaKNHYJIUCb Ha Toma ¢
nouenysmMmm n obbaTUaMN.

B 4YecTb npuesga ToMa M ero amMepukaHckoro papyra Obin
YCTPOEH POCKOLLUHBLIA YXWH B TPaAULMOHHOM aHIJIMACKOM CTUne.
CoBeplueHHO 0b6eCKyparkeHHbI OKPYXXWUBLUMM €ro BesINKOoJIenunem,
Pooxep oT4asanca pasobpaTbCqd B MHOXECTBE pa3HO0bpa3HbIX
CTOI0BbIX MPUBOPOB M [0 CaMOro KoHUa Tpane3bl Aep)kascsd 3a
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0COBEHHO MOHPaBMBLUYIOCA €My cepebpsiHylo BUJIKY C BEH3eseM,
KaK NoC/IeAHNIA OCTaBLUMNCA B XXUBbIX BOUH pa3buton apmum — 3a
06/10MOK KOMbA.

MucTtep YacTduaa, B MOSOAOCTU TOXKE YBEKABLUMIACA MalLUHAMW,
[0SIr0 paccnpawmvsan Poaxxepa o ero paboTe 1 HakoHeL, y0BJIeTBOPEHHO
n3pekK:

— MHe HpaBuTCca TBOW Apyr, ToM. [lefoBoi napeHb, TOJIKOBBLIN.
Mopa 6bl 1 Tebe onpepennTbCs C Npodeccuen. Bce-Takm NOMOLLHMK
pefakTopa — 3TO Kak-TO HecepbesHo.

— 3Haellb, 4oporon, — BMelwanacb MNUCcUc ¥Yacthuna, Kotopon
ABHO HE OAWH pa3 NPUXOAUNOCL Bbipy4aTb ToMa M3 NOJOOHbLIX
cuTyaumn. — §1 gymalo, 4To HaM rnopa BbIMUTb Yalo.

Tom 6pocun Ha MaTb bnarogapHbIA B3rash, U BCeE 4eTBEPO
nepeLwnm B roCTUHyt. TOM ykaszan Poa)kepy Ha WMPOKNIA MATKNINA
onBaH. Cynpyru YacTdung paccenncb B CBOUX NoBMMbIX Kpeciax
nepen ApKo nbi1aloWMM KaMNHOM.

Pono>xep, KoTopbii BCe ewle 4yBCTBOBas cebs BeCbMa HENOBKO,
cneumanbHO Cen Ha [OpPYron KoHew [AwBaHa, nopasjble oT Toma.
MucTtep YacTdhung 3axker curapy, a MMUCCcUC YacTtdung, KoTopyto
MallKWHbl He BOOAYLIEBAANAN, Hadana paccnpawmeaTb Popxepa o
ero cembe. Poa>kep He XxoTes pacnpoCTPaHATLCHA 0 TOM, YTO POAHbIE
BbILUBbIPHYIN €ro U3 JOoMa, KaK HalUKOAMBLUEro KoTa, Nno3ToMy ero
paccka3 6bln1 OOBOJILHO CKynbiM. becepa ckopo uccsaknaa, n Tom
peLwwnn, 4To npuLlia rnopa 4encTeBoBaThb.

— Mama, nana, — HeyBepeHHO NPon3HecC OH. — { X04y BaM Koe-4To
coobLWmnTh.

Mpu 3TUx cnoBax Poaxep Cy[OPOXKHO CXBAaTWJICA 3a CBOK Mayvky
curapeT. Mwuccuc Yactguna, no cBoeMmy 06blKHOBEHWUIO, JTACKOBO
ynblbHynacb, a mMuctep YacTdwung, ObiMA curapoi, 6narogyLuHo
CKasasn:

— [NaBall, BblKnagblBail. Y He Hawen nun Tol cebe B Hblo-Mopke
HeBecTy?

ToMm nokpacHen; Pog)kep BbIpOHW Mayky, U CUrapeTbl paccbinainch
no MyLwncTomMy KoBpY.

— WN3BNHUTE, — CMYyLW,EHHO cKa3an Pogxxep. OH Crons ¢ gvBaHa
M Havyasl cocpenoTovYeHHOo cobmpaTb curapeTbl 06paTHO B Mayvky no
0OHON, CTapasfACb Kak MOXKHO A0JIblLEe PAaCTAHYTb 3TO 3aHATME U B TO
Ke BpeMs MeyTas CTaTb HEBUAUMbBIM.

— Tak 4710 Xe? — cnpocun Muctep Yactdhung, 3axurasa HOBYIO
curapy. — Ecnnm g yragan, nodemy Tbl ee He npuses?
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— Tbl MOYTK yragan, nama, — ckasan ToMm. MucTtep YacTthung
BOMPOCNTENIbHO NMOCMOTpPEN Ha CblHa, N TOT, Ha6paBLIJI/ICb HaKoOHeLl,
xpabpocTn, MegneHHo 1 BHATHO NMPOroBOPUIT:

— Mbl ¢ Pog)xepoMm xuBem BMecTe. §1 ero o4eHb nbnawo. Hepenio
Ha3aj OH caenasn MHe npegyioxxeHue. 9 cornacuncs.

Ha MrHoeBeHue BOUApWMIOCbL HEJIOBKOE MOJIHaHue. MwucTep
YacTdung nocMoTpen Ha CbiHa, 3aTeM Ha Poo)kepa v Bopyr rpoMko
pacxoxoTasica. ToMm n Poaxxep nepernaHynancb. Muccuc Yactpnna
B6pocnna Ha My»Xa YKOPU3HEHHbIN B3rfas4, HO OH 3TOr0 He 3aMeTu.
HeMHOro ycnokovBLUWCbL, OH NepeBes AyX N NPOn3HeC:

— Hy u oMop y cerofHsawHen monogexun! MeHsa 4yTb ydap He
xBaTua. 3T0 y Bac B Hblo-Mlopke Tak WyTAT? — CAPOCWA OH, BECESOo
rnagsa Ha Pooxepa. ToT pacTepAHHO MNoBepHyacA K Tomy, uvwa
cnaceHwus.

— JTO He WyTKa, nana, — OoT4eTAMBO nporosopua ToM. — 3ITO
npasAa.

MucTtep YacTtpung MOMeHTasibHO rnepecTasl BecCesIMTbCH. OH
rpo3HO BO33pwusicaA Ha Toma, noToM Ha Poa)kepa, 3aTeM CHOBa
Briepun TSXKENbIN B3rns B CbiHa.

— TaK... — CcKa3ajl OH HakKoHel. — 3Ha4uT, MOW CblH CBA3aJICAa C
«ronybbiMn». 3aMmeyaTenbHo. MNMpocTo 3amMmeyaTesibHO.

MucTep YacTpuna cnpen HeKoTopoe BpeMs MoJsida, 3aTeM pPesko
MOAHANCA W, HE roBOpPSA HW csioBa, ObICTPO BbiWEN M3 FOCTUHOM.
Poo)xep, BCe ewe cnas Ha KOBpPe, Yyrepcs JIOKTAMU B KOJIEHU U
cnpsATan AMuo B NagoHn. Tom 6ecnomoLLHO NoOCMOTpPesN Ha MaTb.

Muccuc YacTohung B3goxHyna n nepecena Ha aneaH Kk Tomy. O6HsB
ero 3a rnJje4yun, oHa TUXO CKa3ana:

— Hwyero, Huyero. EMy Hago HeMHoro nobbiTb ogHoMy. OH
ycrnokounTcs. He 6owncs.

— A Tbl NoYeMy Takasi CMoKoNHaa? — XMypo crnpocun Tom, rnsas
B nos. Popykep NOAHSN rosioBy U MOCMOTPEN HAa MUCCUC YICThUNA,
oXxupas ee oTBeTa. Ta Nomosivasa HEMHOIO 1 OTBeTWa:

— Tbl AyMaellb, TBOS CTapas MaTb Y>K€ COBCEM HUYEro He MOHMMaET.

Ewe Koraa Thl MO3BOHW N CKa3aJl, YTO NpuesXKaellb C NpuaTenem,
A nogyMala, YTo 3TO HaBepHsKa He MPOCTo NpusTenb. A Korja s
yBUAena Bac BABOEM, TO Cpa3y BCe MoHsna.

Mwuccuc Yactdung obepHynacb K Pogxepy wn oboapswoue
yNbIOHYyacb eMy. TOM NOAHAN rNa3a Ha MaTb:

— M 4TO ThI MO 3TOMY MOBOAY JJ,yMaeLLIb?
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— 4 nymaio, 410 Tebe y>ke nopa caMOMy peLlaTb, Hero Thl XO4ellb B
XWU3HW, — Cepbes3Ho NpousHecsia Muccuc Yactpuna. — A ecnu Bbl
OencTeuTensHO nbuTte opyr Apyra, KTO e 3anpeTuT BaM ObiTb
BMecTe?

— Ho BbI C 0OTLUOM OXXUAanM OT MeHs Apyroro Beibopa, Bedb Tak? —
HacTon4YmBo cnpocun Tom.

— 3TO He NMeeT 3HaYeHNs, — JIaCKOBO CKa3aJsla MUCCUC YacTthung v
nornagunna cbiHa rno pyke. — Ecnm Bbl CHacCT/IMBLI BABOEM, TO 6y,u,eM
CHaCT/IMBbI N Mbl.

— Ho oTeu... — Ha4van 6bino ToM, HO MuUccuc Yactpuna nepebuna
ero.

— HacuyeT oTua He 6ecnokoncsa. 4 nonpobylo C HAM MNOroBOPUTL.
Tbl )Xe 3HaelWwb, Kak oH Tebsa nobuT... A cenyac naBanTe NOXNTbCS
cnaTb. Y>Xe Mo3aHo.

Munccuc Yactdung nouenosana Toma B 106, BCTana 1 NoBepHyIach
K Pooxxepy.

— WNpem, s npoBoXXy Tebs B TBOO KOMHaTy. TBOM BELLM Y)Ke TaM.

Poo)xep moaHAACA HakoHel, C KoBpa, bpocun 6e3HagexHbin ©
pacTepsHHbIA B3rnag Ha ToMa M NOKOPHO nocienoBas 3a MUCCUC
Yactdung; ToMm ocTancs cngeTb B FOCTUHOW, 3a4yM4YMBO MisAas B
3aTyxaLwmm KaMuH.

) %k % Xk x

MoaHABWINCL B MPUrOTOBJIEHHYIO O/ HEro KoMHaTy, Poaxxep
pasfesncsa n ner Ha KkpoBaTb. OH fieXan Ha CruHe, NMOAJIOKNB PYKU
nopn rosnosy, n gyman. Peakuuma mucTtepa YacTtdunga He ygmsuna
ero, Ho BCe e o4eHb paccTpouna. Pog)xep noHuMan, 4to Tomy
npuaeTcsa Henerko. BO3MOXXHO, OH He 3axo4yeT oropyaTb OoTuUa U
pewnT BepHYTbCHA AOMOW, WU TOorga WMX OTHOLWEHUAM KoHel. OT
3TON MbIcAK Pog)Kepy CTasio Tak TOCK/IMBO, YTO OH Aa>Xe TUXOHbKO
3acTtoHan. TyT OBepb CKPUMHyJsa, U B KOMHATy Ha UbINOYKax
npobpancs Tom. OH cen Ha Kpall KpoBaTW, CKPECTUB HOruW, U
HEeKOTOopoe BpeMsa OHW MOJI14a CMOTpPEesIn apyr Ha gpyra.

— Tkl 0buaencs Ha oTua? — CNpPOCU HakoHeL, ToMm.

— Hy 4TO0 Tbl, — 0TBETUA PoarKep 1 nNonoxus ToMy pyKy Ha KOJEeHO.
— YK KTO-KTO, a 9 ero noHnmato. OH y)xe He Masib4yuK, OH CTapon
3aKaJlkn, a TyT e,EI,I/IHCTBeHHbII7I CbIH coo6u_|,aeT TaKYyl HOBOCTb...
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— He BonHyncs. Bce yTpsaceTca. EMy npngeTcs CMUPUTBLCA C 3TOWN
MbIC/IbIO, — 3aaBua ToM. — OH >Xe MOW OTeL, OH AOOJIKEH >eNnaTb
MHe gobpa...

— ToMMuK, — nackoBo cka3an Poaxkep, nornakmueas Toma no 6enpy.
— 51 He xou4y, 4TOObI Thl BbIBMpasa Mexay poanTensaMm n MHOW, g He
nmeto npasa Tebs 06 3Tom npocuTb. N He cobuparcb nomaTh Tebe
XKN3Hb, A cnnwkoM Tebsa nwbnw. He xo4y, 4ToOblI N3-3a MeHA Tebs
TN HaCcNe[CcTBa, UV NPOKSAAN, UK YTO TaM eLle OTLbI AenatoT,
ecnun AeTn He onpaBAbIBAOT UX OXKUOAHUNA.

Tom xoTen 6b110 BO3pa3nTb, HO Poaykep cen Ha KpoBaTu, 0bHsAN ero
3a nJaeyum n NpoaosKan:

— Mocnywan meHs. Ecnm Tbl cobupaellbca MATW NPOTUB €ro
BOMIM, Tbl AOJIKeH ObiTb abCONOTHO yBepeH, YTO Xo4ellb ObiTb CO
MHOW. WHadve Tbl Bydelwb 31UTbCSA Ha cebs 3a To, 4TO paccopuics
C poauTensMn, U B UTOre BO3HEHABUAULIb MEHS, MOTOMY 4YTO 3TO
6yneT no Moen BUHeE.

Tom cepbe3HO nocmoTpen Ha Pop)epa M TUXO, HO peLunTesibHO
CKa3al.

— Popn, npekpaTtu. Tbl Xe 3Haelwsb, A abno 1eba n xody bbiTb
c Tobon. § HMKorga Tebs HM B 4eM He ynpekHy. W c poauntenamm
1 ccopuTbCa He cobupatocb. OHM MeHs NobAT, N oHU NpuMyT Tebs.
Cnblwnwb?

Pooxxep obHsn ToMa M CHOBa OTKWUHYJICA Ha CMWHY, MNOBaJIMB
ero Ha cebsa. ToOM BbITAHYJCS, MOJIOXKWA FOJIOBY €My Ha rpyib u
3aKpbla rnasa, a Pooxxep rnagmn eMmy naedum n 3aTblIOK. 3aTeM ToM
NPUNOOHANCA U NOATAHYJICA MOBLbIWE, U B Cleaylouee MrHoBeHue
OHW LesioBaZIuCb C pasropatolencsa cTpacTblo. Popxxep rnagun
ToMa no cnuHe, 3aTeM ero pyka CKoJib3Hyna BAosib 6oka Toma nopf
DKNHCbL. CnycTa MUHYTY Pogxkep, yxe C Tpygom Brnages cobon,
Havasn cTackumBaTb ¢ Toma ¢yTbonky. OTopBaBWUCL OT Poaxkepa,
4yTO0bblI 6pOCUTL €e Ha cTyn, ToM nNpowenTan:

— TyT KpoBaTb CKpUMyyasi...

— Ha koBep, — ckoMaHaoBaa Poa)kep, CoCKasib3blBasi C KPOBATU Ha
rnon n yenekast Toma 3a cobon.

* %k % % x

PaHo yTpom ToM TUXOHbKO BCTajnl WU Npokpancs obpaTHO B CBOK
KOMHaTy. OH He XoTen, 4TOObLI oTey yBuaen ux BbixoadawmnmmMm m3
KOMHaTbl BMeCTe N peLwuunn, 4To eMy genatT Ha3zfno. Bckope nocne

34



3TOro npocHynca n Pogxxep. OH cpa3y NOHAN, Kyaa nogesasca Tom,
B3JOXHYJ1 WU MOBEPHYJICA Ha Apyron 6ok, HO 3acHyTb 6osblie He
cmor. OH nexan v gymars, 4TO MOXXHO chenaTbk, 4Tobbl oTel Toma
XOTb HEMHOro rnMpuMUpUIICA C MNpenofHeceHHbIM eMy CIopPrpu3omMm.
He npuaymaB HuYero nyTHOro M BKOHeL WU3MYYUBLINCb OT 3TUX
Mbicnen, Pog)kep ogencs M CnycTuiaca B TFOCTUHYIO MOKYPUTb.
YBnges mucrtepa Yactpunpa B Kpecse nepen KamMMHOM, OH B
HepeLwnTenbHOCTN OCTAaHOBUIICS.

— Hy, 4T0 e Tbl cTOUWwb? Naun clofa, cagucb, — ckasasa MucTep
YacTtpung, 3akypusasa curapy. Crosaswas nepen HAM Ha CTOJSIMKE
nenenbHUUa Gbisla NONMHa OKypKoB. BuaHO ObIIO, YTO OH He cnan
BCIO HOYb. — [laBal-ka nobecepyem.

Poo)kep cen B KPeCcsio M CTajl TOXEe 3aKypuBaTb, 4TOObl XOTb
4YeM-TO 3aHSTb PYKM U HE CMOTPEThb Ha MUcTepa YacThunaa; CBoMM
npeanoxeHnem nobecenoBaTb TOT 3aCTas €ro BPacrsiox.

— 3HayunT, Bbl C TOMOM XXMBETe BMeCTe? — MPUCTaNIbHO rnagsa Ha
Ponoxxepa, cnpocun Mmuctep Yactdpuna.

— [a, cap, — caep>xaHHo oTBeTUN Pomxep.

— ToMm roBopwuT, 4TO NtobuTt Tebs, — nponsHec muctep Yactdung,
cBepna Poaxkepa BCce TeM >XKe MNMpuUcTajbHbIM B3rnagoM. Popxxep
JenMkKaTHO npoMosidas, W MucTep Yactdwuiag nponosmkun: —
NHTepecHo, 4To 6bi1o 6bl, ecnu 6bl OH BCTPETUN KaKylo-HUbyab
0EeBYLIKY 00 3HaKoMCTBa € Tobon?

Poa>kepy o4eHb He MOHPAaBWUCA 3TOT BOMPOC, HO OH MoCTapascs
OTBETUTb Kak MOXKHO CMOKONHee:

— Cap,ﬂ HW K 4YyeMy Ballero CbiHa He npuHyxpaan. Bce, 4TO
nponcxoanT Mexay HaMu, NponcCxoanT TOJIbKO C ero corsjiacma m no
€ero XXeJiaHuto.

MwucTep Yactdhung npomonydan. OH He cBogun ¢ Pop)xepa rnas,
CJIOBHO >XKJaJl 4ero-To ewe. Pog)xepy CTaslo O4eHb HEYIOTHO, HO OH
BblOep>xas B3rnan Muctepa Yactgpuaga n ckasasa To e AMHCTBEHHOE,
YTO MOl CKa3aTb B CBOKO 3aLUUTY:

— MwucTep Yactdung, 9 odeHb b0 ToMma u xo4dy, 4TObbl emy
6b1710 Xopowo. 9 caenato BCe, YTO OT MEHS 3aBUCKT, 4TObbl OH Obin
CcHacCTnuB.

MucTep YacTduna npoaosi»kasa CuaeTb C HEMPOHULLAEMBIM JINLIOM
elle HeKoTopoe BpeMs, a 3aTeM, BUAMMO, Ha YTO-TO PELUMBLIUCS,
BOPYr B34OXHYJ1 U COBEPLLUEHHO APYrMM TOHOM CKa3all:

— Hy 4T0 X... Mbl B4epa Be4epOM MOroBopuJIn C Mmccuc Yactoung...
lMoxo>xe, Tbl HernJioxon napeHb. Cepbe3Hblil, Hernynbel. bor ¢ BamMu.
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Ecnm Tom Tak xo4yeT, A Bac 6s1arocsiosnsto.
Popoykep pacTepssics oT HEOXKNOAaHHOCTU 1 BCTal.

— OH MO e AUHCTBEHHDbIN CblH, — NPOAO/HKaN MucTep Yactpung. —
MycTb oH ByaeT cHacTme. CMOTpK, He obmxkanm ero! — oH Norpo3unn
Pomo>kepy nanbuem, HO 6bIJIO BUOHO, YTO OH y)Xe& HacCTPOWUICH Ha
MUPHBbIA nag.

— Cnacubo, cap! — oT BCcen aywu ckasan Pogxxep. — Ham c Tomom
3T0 6bIJ1I0 0O4EeHb Ba>KHO.

— Tomy, HaBepHOe, BCe-Takun BaxkHee, a? — nobpoayLwHo 3ameTun
MucTep Yactdung, Toxe BCcTaBasd. — JlagHO, He CMyLWanca Tak, —
nobaBun oH, BNAA, 4TO Poa)kep X04eT BO3pa3nTb. — S BUXKY, Thl
yMeelb yBaXkaTb CTapwmnx. — OH warHyn Kk Pog)kepy n no-otevyecku
06HAN ero. B 3TOT MOMEHT B FOCTUHYIO BOLes TOM, a 3@ HAM MUCCUC
Yactdung. Tom yameneHHO moaHan 6posu, a muccmc Yacthpung
panoCcTHO yNblIbHYyNnach.

— WNaon n Thl clofa, CbIHOK, — Mno3Bajs MuUctep Yacthpung. Tom
nopowen v B3an Pooxxkepa 3a pyky, 1 Muctep Yactpung npmxan nx
obounx k cebe.

— Hy BOT n xopowo, — cka3sajsa Mmuccuc Yactpung. — A Tenepb
3aBTpaKaTb.

* % % X% x

Mpowna Heaens, B Te4eHne KoTopoin TOM 0 MOJSIHOMO U3HEMOXKEH WS
Tackan Pon)kepa Mo CaMbiM KpacuMBbIM W WHTEPECHbIM, MO ero
MHEHUIO, yrosikam JIOHA0Ha, a 3aTeM OHM BepHYUCh B Hbto-Mopk. O
NnoJly4eHHbIX BrevyaTneHnsx Pog)xep pacckasbiBaTb HE PUCKHYJI, TaK
KakK B roJIoBe y HEro BOLAPWICS MOJIHbIMA XaocC, a BbICTaBNATL cebsa
NONOTOM OH He xoTes. [l03ToMy Ha paccnpockl pebaT oH TyMaHHO
oTBeYan, 4To JIoHAOH 1 Hbio-MlOpK COBEPLUEHHO pa3Hbie, U OH He
bepeTcs onpenennTb, 4To eMy 6osibLue HPAaBUTCS.

MpurotoBaeHnsa K WMMMPOBU3MPOBaHHOW cBaabbe Habupann
obopoTbl. OpHonosble 6bpakn B CLLUA B TO BpeMa OENCTBUTENIbHO
He OblIN NeranbHbIMU N HE PErucTpupoBanncL, N Tom ¢ Pog>xepom
pewnnn npocto cobpaTb pebaT, apeHOoBaTb Ha BeYep KaKom-
HMbyab 6ap, YCTPOUTb YacTHYI BeYEPUHKY U O0OMeHSATbCS
KoJibLLaMu.

[eno Hawnock ONs Ka)xaoro. J>X0oH noAbICKUBas noaxonsiinia 6ap.
Malikn B35I1Cs OTBeYaTb 3a My3blky. Kpome TOro, oH HeCKoJbKO
OHen 6e3BblNIa3HO nNpocuaen B CTYAUM, 3arucbiBas KakoW-TO

36



TAaWHCTBEHHbIN ANCK. OH HM 3@ 4YTO He >Kesaj BblAaBaTb €ro
cogep)kaHve 1 yTeep>xaaJs, 4To roTOBUT «HOBOOpPayYHbIM» CIOPMpPK3.

CTVB C rOTOBHOCTbIO BbI3BaJICSi MPOBECTU LiIepeMOHUNI0 bpakocoveTaHus,
a ek noobelan NpUroToBUTb CBOU (PUPMEHHbIE MUPOXKHbIE (Ha
npeasioXXeHne ucnevyb OrPOMHbIN TOpT Pomakep C HEKOTOPbIM
Capka3MoOM 3aMeTWJi, 4TO Torha MeponpusTue byaeT CIMILKOM YX
noxoauTb Ha cBaabby roMnKoB).

OavH nuwb BpanaH ocTanca 6e3 posn, HO HaxoA4uMBbIN ToM
npegnoXxunn emy B3aTb Ha cebsi 0643aHHOCTM MeAKOMUCCUM W
npocneaunTb, 4Tobbl CTVB Ha PafoCTaX HE BbIMWU PaHbLUE BPEMEHMU
JINLLHEro 1 He MOXXEHWUN KOro-Hnbyab He Toro.

IHHN, Kappu n [>xeccnka, eCTeCTBEHHO, HACTOSAIM Ha TOM, 4TObbI
nm gosepunun Bbibop oaexabl 415 BUHOBHMKOB TOpPXKeCcTBa. TOM CO
CBOWCTBEHHbLIM eMy (pUI0COPCKMM XNaaHOKPOBMEM COrnacunacs, a
Pon)xep kaTeropuyeckm oTkasascsa. [OeByLIKU OblN BbIHY>XAEHbI
NpuberHyTb K KpaHUM MepaM 1 06paTuUaInCh 3a NOMOLLLIO K TOMY.
ToT npepnoxun Pop)xepy He MopTUTb AamMaM YyOOBONLCTBUE, a
Kpome Toro, caenaTb NpUsaTHoe Nn4YHo eMy. lMocnegHee oka3anocChb
CaMblM BECKUM aprymeHTOM, 1 Pog)xep HexoTs MO3BOJIUJ BOAMTb
cebs no marasuHam.

Bo Bpemsa npumepok Pop>kep noHavasny BopYas, 4YTO BepTeTb
3a40M nepepn 3epkasioM — He ero rnpuisaHue, Ho ToM OTO3BaJ1 e€ro
B CTOPOHKY M YTO-TO MpoLluenTas eMy Ha yxo. Pomy)kep rmokpacHen
OT MaKyLWKW [0 CaMblX WHYPKOB, M C 3TOr0 MOMEHTa HUKaKUX
BO3pPa’>KEHNN C ero CTOpoHbl Bosiee He MOCTynano; OH cornawancs
Ha nobble UCMbITaHUA MOLOW, KOTOpPblE BeCbMa 3abaBnsAnM Kak
neByllek, Tak u Toma. B KOHLE KOHLOB DHHU 3aeso ntobonbITCTBO,
N OHa MomMHTepecoBasach, YTO e Tak 6e30Tka3HO NoAEeNCTBOBasIO
Ha Pono>kepa.

— 4 npodeccruoHanbHbIX CEKPeTOB He Bblgat, — 3arago4dHo
yNbIbHYNCA Towm.

— Tbl AOJDKEH MOOEe/IUTLCA C HAMWU OMNbITOM! — XOPOM B3MOJININUCH
heBylWKU. — HeKoTopbIM M3 HacC eLle TOXe 3aMyX BbIXOAUTb!

— U TeM, KTO y)e 3aMy>XXeM, MOoBbllleHne KBaNnUKaLumum Toxe
HUKOrga He noBpeauT, — nobasmna O)keccuka.

— [a Huyero s ocobeHHoOro He ckasas. [lpocTo noobewan, 4To
ecnv oH ByaeT nanHbKOW, BEYEpOM ero XAeT Harpaga 3a xopollee
nosegeHne, — npusHancs Tom.

— A 9-To aymana, y Teba eCcTb KaKoW-TO OPUrMHAJNIbHbI MEeTOA,
— pa3ovyapoBaHHO NpoTsaHysMa Kappu. — Ha Bac, My>X4uH, TOJIbKO
O0OHUM crnocoboM MO>XKHO MOBIUATD...
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B KOHUE KOHUOB MOWUCK HapsaoB 6narononyyHo 3aBepluinscs. B
KayecTBe nocsiefHero WTpuxa IHHU Halna gns oboux noaxogsauime
rancTyku, HO TyT yX Poo)kep pewmnTensHO BocnpoTuBuacs. OH
3a8BWUJI, YHTO BCAKOMY M3AEBATENLCTBY, @ TAKXKe ero TePrNeHnto ecTb
npefen 1 4To Ha rasiCTyK OH «HU 3a KaKne KOBPUXXKU» He COrJlaceH.

Korpa oba »xeHuxa npeacTanu nepepn OeBYLIKaMun BO BCEW CBOEN
Kpace, Kappu € MICKPEHHNM BOCXULLLEHNEM BOCKJIMKHYa:

— PebgaTa, Bbl BbIrNaguTE NPOCTO BenukonenHo! Ha Bac ogHo
yOoOBOMbLCTBME CMOTpeTb. A Popa Boobuie He y3HaTb. [lpaBga,
OEBOYKN?

BMecTo oTBeTa DHHM 1 [I)KecCuKa B BOCTOpre 3anpbiraam BOKPYr
Toma n Pooxkepa.

— [Ha, ewe TONAbLKO rybkn HakpacuUTb W F1a3KyM NogBecTn — U
byoer To, 4TO Hago... — MnpousHec Poaxkep, moaxoas K Tomy u
packfiafbiBasi eMy BOMOChl Ha npsaMoi npobop. — [lai-ka MHe CBOLO
3aKkonky, Ixecc... — Ho, HECMOTpPS Ha ero MPOHUYHLIA TOH, Bbl0
04eBMOHO, 4TO BbIOOP OeBYyLUEK OH BMOJIHE ofobpseT.

— A Tenepb Bbl NOMOXXeTe BbibpaTb HapsAdbl Ham! — 3asBuUNa
I>xeccuka.

Popykep, KOTOpPLIA yXXe MOPALKOM M3My4uscs OT HGecKoHeYHbIX
NPUMEPOK WM Me4yTan MNOWTU A[OMON, 4TOOblI B3biCKaTb C ToMma
obelaHHYI0 Harpagy, CXxBaTWJCs 3a FOJIoBY.

— 3HauuT, Tenepb BCe TOJIbKO HAaYMHaAeTCsA! — yCTasio NPoroBOPUI
OH. — ToM, 3To Tebe ByaneT CTOUTb KOe Yero CBepx yroBopa...

Ha Toma 3Ta yrpo3a He BO3biMeJsia [OJ/DKHOIO 3(ppeKTa, 1N OH NNLLb
BeceJso paccMmessics.

) %k % % x

HakoHeLl 3HaMeHaTeNbHbIN AeHb HacTaj. B BoceMb 4YacoB Bevepa
BCe cobpanncb B ManeHbKOM YyIOTHOM bape. PykoBoawna LLlepeMOHMEN
Ctus.

— PebsATa, paBanTe CHa4vasa MOKOHYMM C OPULMASNIBHON YacCTblo,
a Tam BMAHO byneT, — pacnopsXancs oH. — [>KOH, Tbl 6yneuwb
nep>xaTb Konbua. Tom, Pon, Kypa Bbl nogeBanucbk? [lopongute
ctoga, 6e3 Bac y MeHA BpA4 1M 4TO-HUOyOb TOJIKOBOE MOJSYYMTCA...
[>Kenk, oCcTaBb B MOKOe CTaKaH, ycrneelb elle BbiNUTb cerogHsa. Hy
4YTO, BCE roToBblI? MOXXHO Ha4YMHaTbL?
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— Tbl, CBATONW OTeL, HE CyeTUCb, — nocoeeToBaa [)KOH. — Bce yxe
AaBHO NOTOBbI, TOJIbKO Tebsa n XKOYT.

Ctus HanycTwun Ha cebs TOp)KeCTBeHHbIIZ B N Ba>XHO NMPOnN3HeEC:

— [Joporue apy3ba! Mbl cobpannce cerogHs 34ecb, 4TOb6bI
CKpenunTb y3aMu Bpaka COl3 3TUX ABYX 3aMeyvaTesibHbIX MOJIOAbIX
nopgen, Toma Yacthunga n Pogxepa CtaHan.

OdmumaHTbl U HapMeH 0CTaBWAN CBOU Aena 1 nogoLwniv nobamxe, c
MHTEPECOM pa3rnsabiBas NeCTPYo KOMMAHMIO N He COBCEM 0ObIYHYIO
napy MoJ10[0>XEHOB.

— bepewb nn TbI, TOM, 3TOro 4Yesnoseka, Poaxxepa CTaHAun, cebe B
3aKOHHbIe MYXXbA? — npogosxan Ctue. — CornaceH nm Tol N0OUTL
M yBa)KaTb €ro, 3ab0TnTbCa 0 HEM M BbITb C HAM PSAAOM B 60s1€3HN 1
B 3[paBuK, MOKa CMepTb HE pa3yyuT Bac?

— [a, — He 3agyMbiBasCb, oTBeTUA ToM, rnansa Pooxxkepy npsamo
B rna3a. CTuB yOOBJIETBOPEHHO KUBHYJ, BblAaep»xas 3PdPeKTHYIOo
naysy n obpatunca K Pogxepy. — bepewb nu Tbl, Pogxep, aToro
yenoBeka, Toma YacTdunga, cebe B... — CTUB 3anHYNCH, OPULINAHTBI
nepernsHynncb ¢ bapmeHom, bpanaH XUXNKHY .

— Tak, pebaTta, nante-ka coobpasnTb... — CTuUB 3aayMancsa Hafg
hOpPMYSIMPOBKOW, HO MOJIOXKEHNE, KaK BCeraa, crnac I>KoH.

— Bpocbk Tbl 3TN raynoctu, CTUB, — HAaXMYPUBLUUCh, CKa3aa OH. —
Heyero meknammpoBaTb yCTapeBLUME PeNnUrno3Hbie TeKCTbl. Yepes
napy neT ABaAuUaThb NepBbl BeK HavyHeTcA. U BoobLle, Mbl XXe He B
LLepKBMU.

— W He B unpke, — nopana sapyr rosoc Ixeccnka. — lpasaa,
CTue, 3TO He roguTCs.

CTuB 3akycun ryby, nogyman n ckasasn:

— To4Ho. Mbl ntoan coBpeMeHHble. U cnyyan y Hac ocobblit. JTagHo,
Ha4yHeM CHa4alla.

OH noBepHyJcs K ToMmy 1 Poaxepy 1 C HyBCTBOM 3aroBOpu:

— PebaTa, A 6yay roBopuTb OT Hawero obuiero nMmeHun, Bpag au
KTO-HMOYyAb 3[eCb CO MHOW He cornacutca. Pop, Mbl Tebs 3HaeMm
MnoYTn OecsATb NneT, a Tebs, ToM, MeHblUe roga, HO Mbl NtObMM Bac
oboux ognHakoBo. Mbl BCe 3a Bac o4YeHb padbl. B Halwe BpeMs pegko
YBUAVLLb TaKne OTHOLWEHWNS, KaK Y Bac, 4Tobbl Mexxay ntoabmMin bbina
Takas rapMoHUs U B3aMMOMOHMMaHMeE...

KTo-TO 13 geBylleK pacTPOraHHO BCXJUMHYJ, Pog)xep CMyLleHHO
NepecTynusi C HOrM Ha HOTY U MoJIoXKUA TOMY PYyKY Ha nseyo.
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— Kopoue, pebsita, — CTtuB B351 nx obonx 3a pyku. — Mbl BCe Bac
Mo34paB/IiEM M XKeJlaeM BaM BCerfa obuTb Apyr gpyra Tak e, Kak
cenyac. Ypal!

— Ypa! — nopxBaTwau AeBYLWKW, a 3a HUMK K [)Kenk, bpanaH,
Mankn n J>oH.

— A Tenepb 06MeHANTECH KOMbLLAMN, — CKOMaHaoBan Ctme. OH
KVUBHYN [>XKOHY, N TOT NoJan eMy ABe o6TAHYyTble YepHbIM BapxaToM
Kopobo4KN.

Kappn n 2HHU C 3aMupaHueM cepaua ciegunnm 3a TeM, Kak
Popxxep 1 Tom HageBatoT Apyr Apyry obpyvasibHble KosbLa, BTalHe
npeacTtaBndas cebsa Ha nx mecTe.

— Hy BCé&, mMoxewsb nouenoBaTb HeBecTy! — CTUB MOAMUIHYN
Pooykepy v XJIOMHYN ero no naeuvy.

— Mo)elWb He COMHeBaTbCA, A Tak U cOenato, — 3aBepus ero
Pop>xep. — ToNbKo He 30€ecCh.

— Jla Hy, nepecTaHb CKPOMHMYaTb! — BOCKAUKHYn CTMB. — He
JILWIAN HaC Takoro yaoBOJIbCTBUSA.

OTBeTUTb Pogrkep He ycnen, noTomMy 4To ToM MpUTAHYN ero K cebe
n Kpenko nouenosas. OduunaHTel 1 6apMeH, He CAoep’>KaBLUUCD,
BOCTOP>XEHHO 3aanjoampoBaiu.

— «Jlioboe obxoxaeHne apyr ¢ 4pyroM A03BOJIEHO NOBEHYaHHbLIM
cynpyram» [4], — HacTaBUTeNbHO Npoun3Hec ToM, oTnyckasa Poaykepa.
LOoBonbHbI CTNB pacxoxoTacs:

— Tak-To! Cnywan, 4To obpa3oBaHHbIN YeNOBEK roBOPUT!

— BoT normato g 3Toro obpasoBaHHOro 4esioBeKa Ha CJoOBe,
MoCMOTPUM, 4TO OH Torga 3anoet! — cypoBo cka3an Poaxkep, Ho,
yBuaes gobporxenaTtenbHble yNbIOKM OpYy3€eN, TOJIbKO MaxHyl PYKOW.

— HaynHaem Becenbe! — nposo3rnacun Markna n nocTaBua Nepeyto
MecHo.

B kKoHue Beyepa, B KOTOPOM y4acTBOBa/ M Bce paboTHuku 6apa,
MPOHMKLUMECS MOMeHToM, Mawnkn Bpy4ua Tomy m Pomo)kepy cBoun
MOAApPOK — KOMMaKTHbIN AWUCK, Hah KOTOPbIM OH TakK p[oaro
Tpyaonncsa B CTyauwn. Pon)xep npobexxan rnasaMmm CNmMcoK Ha
obopoTe aucka; 3To 6bl1 COOPHMK NyYWKMX MeceH 3HaMEHUTbIX
neBLOB-roMocekcyanoB — [kopaxa Mankna, 3nToHa [>XoHa,
®penon Mepkblopyn M apyrux. Ha nocnenHen cTpodke Ponxkep
CMOTKHYJICA.

— Morogun-Ka, — HEeyBEPEHHO MNPOn3HeC oH. — Yero 3To Thl Cloda
®unna KonnuHsa [5] 3anncan? OH pa3Be ToXe?..
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— HeT, — BMHOBATO yNbIBHYNCA Mankn. — [poCTO NecHs O4YeHb
KpacuBad, 0a N B C60pHI/IK Xopowo BNMUCbiIBaeTCA.

ToMm 3arnsHyn Pomxkepy 4yepes nJjeyo:

— «MecTo gna Hac» [6]... Xopowas necHd. — W Tom no namMsATu
npounTupoBan: «Mbl HageM yKpbITUE, BMECTE Mbl HallAeM BbIXOM.
F,ue-To OOJ1IXKHO 6bITb Takoe MeCcTOo, rge MeHd HWMKTO He 3HaeT.
MoBepb MHe, Mbl ero Hangem. ge-To ecTb MecTo and Hac. [age-To
€CTb BPeMS U MeCTOo OJ1a Hac».

— A A ee He 3Halo, — nNpu3Hancsa Poaxxep.

— Huyero, — 6o0gpo ckaszan Tom. — NocTaBMM AOMa AUCK, S... CMOIO
Tebe ee BTOpPLIM roJsIOCOM, — W B €ro rsasax 3aurpana 3ajopHas
NCKOPKa.

) %k % Xk x

Kak-To Bedyepom B kBapTupe Pog)kepa pa3sganca TenedoHHbIN
3BOHOK. Poaxxep 6bin ewe Ha pabote, u Tom nogHan TpybKy.
He3HakoMbIln My>XCKOW ronoc 6ecnevyHo ckasan:

— lMpuseT. Poa poma?

— Het, — oTtBeTun ToM M Haxmypunca. dDamunbsapHoe «Poa»
pe3aHyJsio CJIyX U HaCTOPOXKWJIO ero. — A KTO ero crpalunsaet?

— 370 Puk. A Tbl KTO? — 3BOHMBLUMW, BUANMO, COBEPLUEHHO HE
cMyLLancs.

Cepaue ToMa TPEBOXXHO CTYKHYJIO; M03abbiB 0 BEXMBOCTMU, OH
NMPOUrHOPMPOBAJ BOMPOC U XOJI0AHO CMPOCUIT:

— Y10 eMy nNepepnaTh?

3BOHUBLUNI ABCTBEHHO YCMEXHYNCS.

— Hwuyero, g nonos»e nepessoHto. Hy, noka.
B Tpybke nocabilanmcb ryaku.

KTo Takom Puk, Tom 3Han. Ponxep BoBCce He cobupancs
nocesillaTe ToMa B CBOE POMAHTMYECKOE MpoLWsIoe, OH Jdaxe
oTaan [>KoHy BCce poTorpadmm Pnka — y Hero He nogHsanacb pyka
nX BbIBpPOCUTL; BCE NCMOPTWI JIEFKOMbIC/IEHHbIA U HEOANIbHOBUOHbLIN
Ctme. OgHaxxabl oHM cngenn c pebatamum B bape, 1 CTUB HUK C TOro
HW C cero nanHyn: «Popn, a MOMHULWb, KakK Bbl C PUKOM...». Pogxxep
MeTHYJ1 Ha Hero ybuncTBeHHbI B3rasa, CTUB 0CEKCA U O0BOJIbHO
HeyKJIlo)Ke repeBesl pas3roBop Ha Apyryi Temy, HO ToMy 3TOro
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6bIJ10 4OCTATOYHO. B TOT ke Bevep, Korga oHM BEPHYIMCb OOMOWN,
OH 3acTaBun Poa>kepa pacckasaTb emMy o0 Puke. Popxxep posro
CONPOTUBAANCA, YyTBEPXKAas, 4TO PUK — [OCTOSHME MPOLUsIoro, B
KOTOPOM COBepLUeHHO He3adeM konaTbcd. Ho Tom HacTauBan, u
Poo)kep, KOTOPbIN He TepMen JIXKN N He4OMOJIBOK, HEXOTA paccKasan,
4YTO XU C PUKOM YeTbipe roga, 1 He CTan yTamsaTb, 4TO Puk 6pocun
ero pagun gpyroro. OpHako ToMm 3TuM He yposnetsopusacsa. OH
Ha4aJs BbiCMpalmMBaTb NOAPOOGHOCTN 1 B UTOre BbITSAHY N3 Poakepa
npusHaHune, 410 Puk 6bin ero nepson NobosBbio. Takoe OTKpOBEHME
Toma oTHioAb He obpapoBaso, HO Pog)xep pe30oHHO 3aMeTWusa, 4TOo
ToM caM BMHOBaT M 4TO Hevyero 6bIN10 3aBOAUTb 3TOT pPa3roBop.
OHM Y4yTb He moccopuancb, Ho Poa)kep ckasas, 4To He cobupaeTcs
MOPTUTb OCTAaTOK Bevyepa U HoYb 0bcy>xaeHmneM Toro, 4yero 6onblue
He CywecTByeT, U HAaoTpe3 OTKasascs npoaoskaTb beceny Ha 3Ty
TEeMY.

— To, 4TO y MeHA b6bIN0 paHblle, He Ao/KHO Tebs BoNHOBATb, —
Cka3an oH Torga Tomy. — Cenyac A ¢ Tobon, a nobno ToNbKo Tebs,
M 3TO € AMHCTBEHHOE, YTO Thbl A0/IKEH NMOMHUTb. MMOHATHO?

Tom canenan BuA, 4TO COrnaceH, a caMm BCKO HOYb He MOF 3aCHYTb,
npeactaensda cebe Poo)kepa C ApyrMMm napHeM; 3To 6bIO0 Xyxe
BCAKOro kowmapa. bonbwe Bcero ToMmy He pgaBajo MNokKosa TO,
YTO MHULMATOPOM paccTaBaHUsa 6bi1 PUK; 3Ha4nT, ecnm 6bl OH He
BCTpeTun apyroro, Pog)xep octancs 6bl ¢ HAM N NpuHagnexan 6ol
cenyac 3TOMYy HEroasi...

Takoro poga pa3ayMbs Myduam TomMa HeCKOsIbKO AgHen. OpHako
MocTeneHHO OH YCMokKounacs, yTewasn ceba mbicnbto, 4TOo Poaxkep
CTapuwie, N03ToOMY BrnoJiHe eCTeCTBEHHO, 4TO Y HEro OblIN OTHOLLEHUA
C OPYrMMN MY>XYMHaAMUN, HO cellvac oHM BMecTe, Pooy)xkep ntobuTt ero
N XPaHNUT eMy BEPHOCTb; TeM bosiee 4TO PUK Oafieko 1 XXUBET C KeM-
TO Apyrum. M BOT Tenepb CAy4nIochb To, 4ero Tom B raybuHe aywin
o4veHb boanca: Puk cHoBa 06baABMACA 1 pa3biCKuBaeT Pogkepa.

Korna Pogykep BepHyscs ¢ paboTbl, OH Cpa3y 3aMeTus 03abo4vyeHHoe
Bblpa>keHune nuua Toma.

— JINCEHOK, YTO CJly4MsIoCb? — CMAPOCUJT OH, Bellasi KYpTKYy U
NMpPOXoAsi B KOMHATY.

— Hwuyero, — otBeTnn ToM, CTapasiCb He BblAaTb CBOEN TPEBOIN.
Poo>xep noHsan, 4To TOM BpeT, N HaXMypPUJCS.
— ToMMU, A e BUXKY, YTO YTO-TO He TaK. B yem geno?

BmecTo oTBeTa TOM BAPYr Pe3KO MOBEPHYJICA, BbILES Ha KYXHIO
N CTan HEpPBHO 3aKypuBaTb. Pogyxep nowen 6bIJI0 3@ HAM, HO TYT
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CHOBa 3a3BOHMWJ TenegoH, N Pog)xep 6bin BbIHY>XXOEH B3STb TPYOKY.
ToM Hanpsar cyx, U 0 Hero 4OHeC/I0Ch cieayiollee:

— Anno. Ha... O rocnoau, Puku... KoHe4Ho... la. HopmanbHo. Ay
Teba? MNMpaBaa? MNpeactaBb cebe, MOXXHO CKasaTb, XKeHaT... Cnacubo.
HeT, HepaBHo... Cepbe3HO? HeT, oH MHe He cka3an... [Ha... [Ha,
xopoLuo. KoHe4Ho...

Bosnblie ToM He MOr C/lyllaTb M OTKPbIST KpaH B pakoBuHe. Cepaue
y Hero 6elLleHo KOJIOTUSI0Ch, HEPBLI BbINW Ha npegerne.

Yepe3 MUHYTY B KyxHt0 Bowes Pogxep. CNOXMB PyKWM Ha rpyau,
OH MPUCJIOHWUNCSA K OBEPU U TUXO KalsHyNA. ToMm 3acTaBun cebs
NOAHATb Ha Hero raasa.

C Tex nop Kak Popyxep BCcTpeTnn 1 nonobdbun ToMa, OH HX pa3y He
BCMOMHMA O Puke. Ho Korja oH CHOBa ycCJbllwan ronoc 6biBLiero
BO3J1l06JIEHHOr0, Ha HEero HaxJbiHyJ1a BOJIHa BOCMOMUHAHWIA. YeTbipe
roga NpoMesibKHy/IM y Hero nepej rnasamun, Kak KUHOMJeHKa npu
YCKOPEHHOW NepeMoTKe; NaMsATb TWaTenbHO oTbupana Xxopollee un
oTMeTana nnoxoe, n y Poaxxepa 601bHO 3alleMuno cepaue, Korga
Puk ckasan, 4TO paccTascs CO CBOMM MapHeM u npuexan B Hbio-
Wopk cneunanbHo Ans Toro, 4Tobbl yBuaeTb Poga. «Mbl AO/KHbI
BCTPETUTLCSA. S x04y Tebe NMYHO CKa3aTb, HTO A OYEHb XKajek, 4YTo
6pocun Teba», ckasan Puk. Poa)kep pacTepsancs um He 3Has, 4YTo
oTBeTUTb. CO OHS UX pacCTaBaHWA U OO0 BCTPe4n C TOMOM OH He
nepecTtaBal HafeATbCHA, 4TO PMK oAyMaeTCsA U BEPHETCS, XOTb U He
npusHaBasncs cebe B 3TOM M NbiTancs ero 3abbiTb. A Tenepb, Korga
3TO MPOM30LLJIO, OKa3asocCb, 4TO Poar)kep COBEPLUEHHO K 3TOMY He
roToB...

OHn c ToMOM [0Aro CMOTPENV Apyr Ha Apyra n moa4anu. HakoHew,
Pop>xkep ckasan:

— 3aKpon KpaH.

ToM OTBEpHYJICA K pakOBUHE, pafyscCb, 4TO MOXeT 6osblue He
cMoTpeTb Pomxepy B rnasa. Pogxkep MoAOLLEN U MOJIOXWUI PYKN
eMy Ha nJeymn.

— TomMun, nocnyLwan...
ToMm 3akmypuncs. BoT oHo. OH 3akycun ryby n Hanpsrcs.

— ToMm, — ckasan Popxxep TuUxo, NOYTU LWIENOTOM. — A NOHMMalo,
YTO Tbl YyBCTBYELWb. HO NONMN 1 Tbl MEHS...

«HeT, HeT», noBTOopsan npo cebsa Towm. «He 6pocan meHH,
nokanyncrta. Het...»

— Tbl BCe 3Haellb, 9 Tebe pacckasbiBasl, — TakK )Xe TUXO0 NMPoAos»Kal
Pooxxep. — 4 He Bupen ero 6onbule Tpex net. OH yexan, enpa
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nonpoLaBLLnChb. A OOJIXKeH C HUM BCTPETUTLCA.

ToMm He gBurasncsa. Takoin 6011 OH elle HUKOrga He UCMbITbIBaJI. Emy
CTaJIo TPYOHO AbllaTb.

— ToMm... 4 poroBopuscsa € HUM Ha cerogHsa B «CTapoM 3aMKe»,
Yyepes noJsyaca...

N TyT HepBbl Toma He BbigepXann. OH pe3ko obepHynca u
OTPbLIBUCTO CAPOCU:

— 3a4eM Tbl MHe 3TO roBopuLLb?

— 5 He X04y HMYero aenaTb 3a TBOEW CMUHOW, — MNOXKas njaevyamu
Pooxxep. OH npensupen nopobHyo peakuuto. Tom oTowen oOT
pakKoBUHbLI N Cesly CToNa.

— Cnacmbo 3a 3ab60Ty, — capkKacTU4YeCKM ckaszan oH. — Ho 3To
COBEpPLUEHHO M3ANLLIHE. §1 MPeKpPacHO MOoHMMalo, YeM KOHYUTCA 3Ta
Balla BCTpeya.

— NHTepecHo, 4eM »xe 0Ha KOHYMTCA? — cnpocua Pogyxep, HaumHas
cnerka pasgpaxkatbcsi. OH Bce-Taku oxwupan oT Toma 6onbliero
NMOHUMaHUS.

— 4 4TO, [OJIXKEeH roBOpPUTb Takoe BCNyx? — ToM cuaen, He rnags
Ha Poaykepa, 1 Wenkasna 3aX1Uraakomn.

— 41 He 3Hato, Ha YTO Thbl HAMEKaellb, U, KaXKeTCs, He X04Yy 3HaTb, —
cka3an Pooxep n tBepno nobasua: — fA fonKeH yBuAeTbCA C PUKOM.
Mbl C HUM NOroBOPUM, U A BEPHYCb. JlagHO?

— Ecan Tl nongews K HEMY, BO3MOXXHO, Thl BEPHELLLCSA B MyCTON
OOM, — CKa3an Tom u BCTanN.

— TomMm, He yrpo)am MHe, — paccepaunnacs HakoHel Pogxep. — U
nepecTtaHb AypuUTb, Tbl He pebeHoK.

ToM He oTBEeTUN N HaNpaBWCS B CNasibHIO.

— Torpa a nowen! — rpomko ckasan Pogxxep. OH pelwnTensHo
LWarHy B NPUX0>XXYt0, B35J1 CBOKO KYPTKY M Npucayancs. B cnanbHe
cTosina rpoboBasi TuWKMHA. Poa)kep Mokayan rosoBoi, NpoBepun,
[OCTATOYHO JIN Y HEro CUrapeT, U BbiLUe.

* %k % % x

Korpa Pop)xep BepHyscs Oomon, 6blna y)ke MNoYTU MOJSIHOYb.
CBeT B KBapTupe He ropesn, u Poaxkep LESIKHYN BblKJKOYaTeNeM.
OH yBMOen Ha Belajike B MNPUXOXXEN OJNNHHLIN YepHbIW nnaLw, n
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B3OOXHYN C obneryeHmem, noHsB, 4To Tom goma. CTapascb He
wyMmeTb, Pog)kep CHAN KYPTKY U NPOCKOJIb3HY B BaHHY0. OH JOAro
BHMUMaTENIbHO CMOTpeN Ha cebsi B 3epKasio, MOTOM BAPYr npouennn
CKBO3b 3ybbl: «Mep3aBel, MOMOYMHbIN», OTKPbIZT KpaH C XOJ04HOMN
BOOM M CYHYJ1 FON0OBY NOA CTPYIO.

ToM, KOTOpbI C TOro MOMeHTa, Kak Pomxep ywen, nexan 6es
CHa B ChaJjibHe, yJsioBua wWwymMm BOAbl, NpunogHANCA Ha JIOKTe W’
npucayLwancs.

OH MHoOroe nepepgyMman 3a Te HeCKOJIbKO 4acoB, Noka Pomoyxepa
He 6bl10 goma. [NepBbiM NopbiBOM 6b1s10 cobpaThb Bewun n yntn. Ho
ToM yXe He mMor Boobpa3utb cebe xunsHum 6e3 Pogxxepa, nosTomy
OH OTBEPr 3Ty MbIC/Ib U CTaJl ICKaTb OnpaBAaHue, 4YTobbl OCTaTbCH.
ToM MoHWMMan, 4YTO He WMMeeT MnpaBa oCyXAaTb Pogxxepa wuau
oCTaHaB/MBaTb ero. OHM 6blIM BMecTe MeHblle roga, Ho ToMm
YyBCTBOBaJl, 4TO ecan 6bl MM N0 Kakon-nmMbo npuymHe MpuLLIOCh
paccTaTbCs, OH Obl TOXKE HUM 3@ 4TO He O0TKa3aJiCAa OT BO3MOXXHOCTU
CHOBa yBUAeTbCcd ¢ Pooxxepom.

BmecTe C TeM OH He MOr He NpeacTaBnAaTb cebe, Kak NPoOMCXoanT
BCTpeYa Mexnay Poo)xepoMm M PUKOM, 4YTO OHW OeNalT U 0 YEM
ropopst. [epen ero BHYTPEHHMM B30POM MOCTOSHHO BCTaBasn
OOHM N Te XXe MyuuTenbHble obpasbl: Poaxep n Puk cupaTt B
6ape, CMOTPAT APYr OpPYry B rnasa, U PuK nackoBO MorjakuBaeT
Ponoxxkepa mo KoJsieHy; MOTOM OHU, OOHSIBLUMCbL, BbIXOAST M3 6apa,
nayT K PUKy B rocTUHMUY 1 >)XKaaHO HabpacbkiBaloTCa ApYr Ha Apyra,
6yanTo MblTasiCb HAaBepCTaTb YNyLleHHOoe BpeMs. ITo 6bl10 40 TOro
HEBbIHOCMMO, 4TO TOM XBaTaJCSs 3@ FOJIOBY M YTbIKaJCsA JINLOM
B NMoaywky, Ho 6ecrowagHoe BoobparkeHuWe, CJIOBHO W3LEeBasiChb,
pucoBasno emy Bce 6osiee sipkme U noapobHble KapTUHbL. ToM
HECKOJIbKO pa3 BCKakKMBaJs M Ha4YMHaN XOAUTb MO KOMHaTe, HO fierye
€My He CTaHOBWJIOCb; BUAEHUA HE OTMyCKasu €ro, U OH onsTb CO
CTOHOM BasWJICS Ha NOCTeb.

N BOT, B caMblil pa3rap cTpajaHuin, ycnbiwae, 4To Poaxkep
BepHyJics, TOM 3aMep N CTasl Hanpsi>XeHHO XAaTb.

Bckope B KoMHaTy Bowen Pog)xep. OH TUXOHbKO nogowen K
KpoBaTW 1 CeJl Ha ee Kpaw.

— ToMmmMu... Tbl cnnwb?

Tom xoTen OTBETUTb, HO YTO-TO CAABWUJIO eMy ropsio. W Bapyr
OyATO Kakas-TO MOLLHAs CUa TONIKHYla ero Bnepen; OH KUHYJCS K
Poo>xepy n o6xsaTtnn ero obenmm pykamm. Poakep 0CTOPOXXHO, Kak
6onbHoro pebeHka, obHsaN ToMa 1 nNpuxan ero kK cebe; pykn y Hero
Obln nepsHble,
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— Poaoaun, — Havan 6bino ToMm, Ho Poaykep He gan eMy A0roBOPUTD,
NPUIOXKNB Nane, K ero rybam.

— TomMm, NpoCcTU MeHH, nomanyMCTa, — CKas3afn oH. — § nocnenHaAn
CBOJ1I0Yb U MOJIHbIA UANOT.

Mpwn 3Tnx cnosax TOM BbINYCTWUJ1 €ro U OTOABUHYCA. Heyxenun ero
rnooospeHus noareepannuncek? 3HauduT, Poo)kep nepecnan ¢ Pukom
M Terepb Xo4eT, U3BUHUBLLUUCHL, MPOAOJIKATbL XXUTb C TOMOM, Kak HU
B 4eM He 6biBano. ToMy XO0TesnocCh 3aKpuyaTb. Poaxxep B3an ero 3a
PYKY W CHOBa NpuTaHyN K cebe; ToM monbiTancs BbICBOBOANTbL PYKY,
HO Pog)Kep He OTNyCTWA ero, n oH cgancs. Emy 6b1010 Tak 601bHO, 4TO
Yy HEro y>xe He 0CTaBasl0Cb CUJ COMPOTUBAATLCA, N OH BECMOMOLLHO
npucaoHnncs K nnedy Pogxxepa.

— 3Haelb, A cenyvac rnoYTu 4eTbipe Yaca cngen B LleHTpasbHOM
napke, TaMm, rge mbl ¢ Tobo B NepPBLIA pa3 BCTPETUINCL, U AyMan O
Tebe, — ckazan Poaxxep.

— A KaK e Puk? — HepnoBep4mBo cnpocus Tom.

— 9 K Hemy He nowen, — oTteeTun Pooxkep, 1 ToM HeAOyMEHHO
noaHAN rosoBsy. — To eCcTb A y>Ke npoLluen nosgoporn, a noToMm BApyr
rnoaymal: a 4YTo 3TO A, YepT MeHs Aepwu, nesnarw?

— lMpaBoa? — BCe eule He Bepd, npowenTasa ToM. Pog)xep KUBHY
B TEMHOTe, 1 TOM He yBuAaesn, Ho NoYyBCTBOBaJ 3TO.

— He 3Halo, 4yero MeHs BAPYr Tyda MNOTAHY/0, — MNPOAOJIKa
Poo>xep. — Cn>XXy OIMH Ha CKaMelKe, Mep3Hy Kak cobaka n gymato...
— OH YMOJIK.

— O 4yeMm gymaelwb? — crnpocui ToM 1 0OCTOPOXKHO TPOHYN Poaykepa
3a nJseyo.

— O ToM, Kakon A KpeTuH, — 6e3 TeHun ynbibkn oTBeTUN Poorxep.
— Hy 3a4emM MHe Hy>XeH Puk, Korga y MeHs ecTb Thi? Beab s ntobio
Tebs 6osnblue BCero Ha ceBeTe, s1 He Mory 6e3 T1ebs Xutb. M He xouy.
YTo 6bl OH MHe cKa3an? YTo Xo4eT KO MHe BepHyTbCs? Hy u 4yT0?
9 c Tobon. A TebA HMKOrga HM Ha KOro He NpoMeHsto, JINCEHOK... —
Pono kep cHOBa 3anHyAcsa 1 nosTopua: — Mo)Xanyncra, NpocTn MeH4.

Tom cnywan Pogyxkepa, N y Hero Ha rnasa HaBopadmBajncCb cnesbl.

— Poa... Tocnogn, Kak e a 17ebsa nobnw! — BOCKAMKHYJ OH U
YTKHyNCS Poaxepy B rpyab.

Kaknm 6na>keHcTBOM 6bl/I0 CHOBa OWyLATb 3HAKOMbIN 3anax u
4yBCTBOBATb Ha Nje4ax, CM1He 1 3aTblJIKe NAaCKOBbIe MPUKOCHOBEHMSA
nobumbix pyk! HekoTopoe BpeMsa ToM, 3aKpbiB Fia3a, NO3BOJISN
Po,u,mepy rnagnTb CGGH, HO rMnOoToOM He Bblaep>Xan W, MNOAHAB
ronoBY, KYCHys ero B wet. Poaxkep B35/ B fafioHU nvuo Toma un
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HayYanl Mef/NIeHHO uefnioBaTb ero B rnasa, /106, wekun, rybol. Tom
3anyctun obe pyku Poor)kepy nopn CBUTep, NpOBes Mo pesibedHbIM
rpyan n >XmMBOTY BHWU3 U MOHSAJ, YTO TOT 3aBeJICHd HE MeHblue ero
camoro. Tom copsan c cebsa pyTbonky n notaHyn ceutep Poaxxepa
BBepXx. Poo>kep NOAHAN pyKW, CBUTep noJsieTesl B Yyros KOMHaThbl;
B clepyloulee MrHOBeHME 3a HUM OTMNPaBUIUCE N OXKWUHCbI, U ToM
owyTun Ha cebe Becb Bec Tena Poaxxepa. OH CHOBa 3aKpbli rnasa
M MOJIHOCTbIO OTAaNCs slackam nobumoro. Korga oH y)Xe noyTtu
OOCTUI NMUKa HacnakgeHus, Poay)kep BAPYr OCTaHOBUACA, MPOTAHYN
PYKY M 3a)Ker namMny y KpoBaTWu.

— 4 X0o4y BMnOeTb TBOE JNLO, — LWenHyn OoH, n ToMm, He B cmnax
6onble cOoep>XuBaTtbC4, BNMICA NajibUlaMn eMy B nJied4nm n 3aCTtoHasn.

* % % X% x

Yepes HeCKOJIbKO [HEeN Nocne 3Toro ciy4vas Poa)xkep npuiien LoMoi
HaMHOro no3s»<e obbI4HOro.

— Tbl rge nponagan? § y>xe BOJIHOBATbCSA Ha4vas, — cKasas Towm,
OTKpbIBas OBepb, N TYT e yauBseHHO nobaBus, oTCTynas BHYTPb
KBapTupbl: — Y710 3TO?

B neBow pyke Popykep Aeprkan ManeHbKyo 3aKpbITY0 KOP3UHKY. B
npaBon y Hero 6blnn ABa OrPOMHbIX M, MO BCEN BUAMMOCTU, O4YE€Hb
TSHKeJbIX MeLLKa, B KOTOPbIX YTO-TO NMOCTYKMBAJIO, NepeKkaTbiBanoCh
N WYPLIAJIO NMPU KaXKAOM ero ABUKEHUN.

— 270 Tebe, KOMMNeHCcauns 3a MopasbHbI ywepb, — ynbibHyNCs
Poa>kep, OCTOPOXXHO OMYyCTUS MELUKN Y CTEHbl U OTKPbI KOP3UHKY.
ToM 3arnsiHyn B Hee N C pafoCTHbIM BOMJAEM MOACKOYMS Ha MecTe:
N3 KOP3MHKW Ha HEro COHHO cMoTpes 6eN0CHEXHbIN KOTEHOK.

— Kakon xopoweHbkuin! — BOCKJANKHYN ToM. — ['ae Tbl ero B3an?

— Mo 06bABNEHNIO Halles, — C ropAoCThblo 3as8BuS Poa)xep. — Tam
6bl10 HanNMCcaHo, 4TO MNPOAAlTCA BPUTAHCKME KOPOTKOLUEPCTHbIE
KOTATa, A U NoAyMan — Kak pa3 asisa Teba. ITo AeBoYKa.

— OHa npocTo 4ypno! — BOCTOpP>XeHHO npousHec ToM, BblIHUMas
KOTEHKA M3 KOP3WHKW WU MpuKuMmass ero kK cebe. JOBOSbHbLIN
npousseneHHbIM 3PpdheKkToM, Poaxxep Hayas C BOOAyLUEBJIEHUEM
paccka3blBaThb:

— lMowen a K nogam, Kotopble 06bsABNEeHWe faBanu, a y HUX Tam
3TUX KOLUEK uenbiXx Tpu. U KOTAT WTYK NAThL. [peacTtaBnsaeLlb, OHU
MxX AoMa pasBopAaT, cymacwenwuve! 9 cnpawmsato: «CKONbKO pa3 B
OeHb NX MosmBaTb?» A OHW MHe Lesibll CMNCOK BPYYUIN U BeJienn
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Cpa3y B 300Mara3suH natu. MNpuwam Mbl C KOTEHKOM B Mara3muH, MHe
ero TaMm 4yTb Ha 4YacTu He pa3opsanun... Ene oTHAN. Hapasanu MHe
BCAKUX MWCOK, LLETOK, MSYMKOB, KOpPMa, JIOTOK, MECOK KaKOoM-TO.
3a4eM KOowKe necoYyHuua, ymMa He mMpuaoxy... A MoTOM roBOpAT:
«Mbiwen 6paTtb bypeTe?» { gymas, OHW LWYTAT, N roBopto: <«A
Kak e, obs3aTenbHo. W TapakaHOB 3a04HO [aBalTe, U KJIOMOB
FOPCTO4YKY.» A OHWM CMeloTCAa N NMOKa3biBalOT MHe AOOXJTYIO MbIilWb Ha
HUTouyke! Hy, gymatlo, K nNcmxam rnoman. 9 TONbKO MOTOM, Korpga
MPUCMOTPENCS, MNOHSA, YTO 3TO UrpyLwKa. MNMpeacrasngewsb?

ToM paccesHHO cayLian, cH4acT/AnBO yablbascb 1 Nnackas KOTEHKa.
[MloToM OH cnoxBaTwicsd, nouesoBan Poaxepa U C UCKPEHHUM
BOCTOProMm ckasaJi:

— Popoawn, cnacmnbo!.. TOoNbKO Tbl XK€ FOBOpPWUJ, 4YTO He nbulib
KOLLEK.

— He 10 4T06bI He N6, A X NPOCTO HE MOHMMalo, — OTBETWI
Pon)xep n npubasun: — N Boobuie, rnaBHoe, 4TO UX N0bullb Thl. A
A nepexxmnBy. He cbecT )xe MeHs 3Ta MenoYb...

— Ha, nogepxu. Xovewb? — N ToM NpoTAHYN KOTeHKa Pooxxepy.
ToT c onackonm B35/ 6enbin KOMOYEK, JIerKko YMECTUBLLUUACSA Yy HEero
Ha JlafloHN, N NOrnafus KOTEHKa MO CrVHKe.

— Ha ouwynb A0BOJILHO NpUATHas, — NpobopMoTan OH U NoaHec
KOTeHKa K caMoMy nunuy. — CMOTpU, Kakue rnasulim, opaHxeBsble...
— Popaxep nofyman v npuxkancs K Tensomy 60Ky KOLEeYKUN LLEKON,
HO TYT >K€ OTHOEepHYyJl FONI0BY N YANUBAEHHO CKa3a:

— Cnywamn, ToM, 4TO 3TO C Hen?

— A 41O Takoe? — 3abecnokounca Tom, 3abupas KoTeHKa y
Popoxxepa. ToT oTBeTuUN:

— [ObIlWUNT KaK-TO CTpaHHo. Xpunut Bpoge. W OpoxwuT... BoT
CBOJIOYKN, OHM MHe 60sbHOro 3Beps npogann! — BO3MYLLEHHO
BOCK/TNKHY 1 OH.

TOoM MPUAOXKUN YXO K MSATKOMY MYLUIUCTOMY LUAPWUKY W BAPYr
pacxoxoTasicd Tak, 4TO YyTb He BbIPOHWA KOTeHKa. Ponxxep
MOCMOTPEN Ha HEFrO HELOYMEHHO U fla)ke C/ierka 0bV»XeHHO.

— Tbl 4YTO, HUKOrAa He CAbllWan, Kak KOWKKM MyplblyyT? — ene
BbIFOBOPWJ HakoHeL, ToM.

— Jla 9 KOLWIKY CerogHsa B NepBbifi pa3 B XXW3HU B pyKn B3an! —
no)xan nnedamm Poag>kep. — A 4TO 3TO 3HAYUT?

— ITO0 3HA4YUT, 4TO Thbl €N MOHPaBUJICHA, — BCE eLle TPACAChL OT CMexa,
Ccka3an Tom.
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— Cepbe3H0? Hy-ka, oan ee cioga, — 3anHTepecoBascs Pooxxep n
CHOBa B35J1 KOLLEYKY Ha pyKWu.

— MoYewn ee 3a YLLKOM UK MO LLUENKE 1 NOCayLlan, — NOCOBETOBa
Towm.

Poo)xep, pewunTesnbHO HACTPOEHHbIN [OCKOHaNbHO MW3Yy4YuUTb
YCTPONCTBO CTPAHHOrO >XMBOTHOrO, CeJl Ha AMBAH C KOTEHKOM
Ha pykKax W Hayan ero rnaguTb M Mo4vyecbiBaTb, BHUMATENbHO
npucaywmeasce. ToM cen psagoMm uM cTan HabnwogaTtb. Yepes
HekoTopoe BpeMsi Poaykep nogHsa Ha ToMa rnasa U ckasan:

— 3a0poso!
Tom paccmesncs.

— 8 Tak 1 3Han, 4Tto Tebe oHa ToxXe MOHPaBUTCA. Han en norynsatb
no KBapTupe, NnyCctb OCBOUNTCA.

Poaoxxep onycTun KOTEHKa Ha Moj, U TOT CTan pasryameaTb Mo
KOMHaTe, o6HIoXMBas Mebenb, a TOM nowen B Npuxoxxyto pasbupaTb
MEeLLUKN N yCTpanBaTb KOLleYyKe TyasieT U CTOJI0BYl0. BepHyBLIKCH,
OH yBMAEN CeAYIoWYI0 KAaPTUHY: KOTEHOK, CBEPHYBLLUUCH KyOKOM,
6e3mMATe)XHO cnas Ha KOBpe BO3Jie Kpecna, a Poaxkep nexxan pagom
Ha >XMBOTE W KaK 3aBOPOXEeHHbIN pa3rnsgbisan ero, wu3spenka
KacaacChb nanbleM rnagkon HeXXHOW LLUePCTKU.

Koweyka, KoTopyto ToM, 4T0obbl [OSFO HE NIOMaTb FOM0OBY, Ha3Bas
KutTtn [7], ocBOMNaCcb MOMEHTaJIbHO, OKKyMnuMpoBasia TEppPUTOPULD
N CTajla eguHOBNIAaCTHON XO035MkKon B gome. Poa)kep MOCTOSAHHO
HaTblKaJICA Ha Hee BO BCEX MbICJIMMbIX W HEMBIC/IMMbLIX MeCTax.
KUTTn npeBpaTuna BCHO KBapTUPYy B CBOK WIPOBYI MNJOWAAKY,
ToYmna Kortm obo BCe, YTO el MoA HUX Momnagasiocb, a Mo yTpam
He paBana Popxepy yntu Ha paboTy, BUENNAACb B LWHYPKU U
C yrnoeHmem Xys nx. Poa)xkep TeprnenueBo oTAMpan ee OT CBOUX
60TMHOK 1 Cakasl K TOMy Ha NOAYLIKY, @ HECKOJIbKO MUHYT CMyCTS
KntTtn, noakapay/qMB €ro B MPUXOXEN, C TUTPUHOW Trpaumen
aTakKoBaJla ero Horu.

Koweyka He nepecTaBasia yansnsTb Pog)kepa cBoei rmbKoCTbiO U
MPbIry4ecTbio, @ TaK>XXe MPUBbLIYKON MOCTOAHHO YMbIBATbCSA S3bIKOM
M cnaTb MO ABaAuLaTb YacoB B cyTkM. Co BpeMEHEM, Kak BCe noau,
KOTOPbIM NMPUXOANTCS ONUTb XWJIbe C KOTEHKOM, Pog)kep nogaancs
HeobbSCHNMOMY O4apoBaHMIO KoweK. OH 04eHb NpuBsA3anca K KUtTu
N My>XeCTBEHHO Teprnesn BCe ee BbIXOAKN. TOM >Ke NpocTo AYLN He
Yyasin B KOLUEYKe, ero Bce B Hell ymunsano. [o3ToMy OH mpuxoguin
B HEWCTOBbLIA BOCTOPr, rNsSiAs, KaK 3TOT HEBUHHbIA aHreslovex,
TONbKO YTO YYMHUBLUUIA B MPUXOXKEN >KECTOKYI pacnpaBy Hapg
HOBbIMM LUHYPKaMW Ha MHoOrocTpafajbHbix 60TUHKax Popyxepa,
nopnbupaeTcs K Ux BRnagenbuy c3agun, kapabkaetca emy Ha nievo,
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Lennasacb BCEMU KOIFTAMU 3@ O4eXOY UM KOXY, M Ha4YMHAEeT HEeXHO
TEPEeTbCS 0 ero WeKy 1 MypribikaTb, Tpebysa nacku.

Niobumon 3abaBot KntTum 66110 3aCeCTb HOYbIO Ha WKagy B CNasibHe

N C NpPUCYLLEN BCEM KOLUKaM WUIPUBOCTbIO KUHYTbCA Pod)kepy Ha
CNMHY B CaMblAi OTBETCTBEHHbLIN MOMeHT. Y ToMa Takume wurpsbl
BbI3biBanM NpUCTynbl 6e3yaep>xHoro cmexa. Pooxxkep obuxxkancsa Ha
HUX 060MX KU rOBOPWJ, YTO OT TaKUX LIYTOK OH OAHa)XAbl CTaHEeT
MMMNOTEHTOM, 1 Torga Tomy yxe He byneT Tak Beceno. B oteeT Tom
pa3paxkasncsa ewe 6onee rpoMKMM XOXO0TOM. Pog)kep Maxan pykon,
cnuxman KNTTN C KpOBATU 1 NpPOO0JIKa HavyaToe.

OpHaxkabl BeyepoMm, rnsagsd, kKak Pogxep B odepepHon pas
N3BJIeKaeT KoweyKy 13 rnybuH wkada n ocTopoxHo ocsoboxaaeT
M3 LLeNKUX KOrTen CBON HOCOK, TOM ynbIOHYCS U CKa3an:

— Pog, Tbl He npeacrtaBnidellb cebe, Kak s LeHIo TBOIO CaMOOTBEPXKEHHOCTb.

— Inynoctn, — otBeTun Poaxep. — d Toxe nwbnio 3Ty
TEPPOPUCTKY. Y Hee opurmHasabHOEe 4yBCTBO IOMOpa.

OH ocMOTpen ocCTaHKK ObIBLIEro HOCKa M MOLIen XOPOHUTb UX
B MYCOPHOM Befpe Ha KyxHe. BepHyBWMWCb, OH CeN Ha AMBaH U
noMmaHun Toma K cebe. ToT moaowlen wn fer, MoJIOXKNB [ONIOBY
Poo)xepy Ha KoneHu; KUTTU TYyT >XKe BCMpbIrHyJla €My Ha »XWUBOT
M, KakK Bblpaxkanca Poo)xep, «BKJlOYMI@ MOTOPYUK».  Poaxxep
nornaaun ToMa NoO LleKe, OCTOPOXXHO MNoTep LUesIKOBUCTOoEe YLIKO
KUTTn n 3agymM4mBo ckasan:

— 3Haelb, paau Tebs 9 roToB TeprneTb B KBapTUpe AaXkKe CTalo
KPOKOZWJIOB.

* % % X% x

Mo3noHuM BeyepoM Popr)kep oTBe3 oyepenHyto rpynny TypucToB B
roCcTUHMLUY, NpuUnapkoBas aBTobyC B aBTonMapke pnpmbl 1 MO3BOHWUN
ToMy, 4TOBbI COOBWMTL, 4TO MAeT goMon. TOM cCKasan, 4To
YyyBCTBYeT cebsi HeBa)KHO U cobupaeTcs nedb cnaTb, U MONPOCUA
Popg>xepa 3anTun B 300Mara3smH n Kynutb Knttu kopma.

300MarasnH HaxoOuacs AOBOJILHO AaJieko W, Korga Popy)kep Ao
Hero gobpancs, 6bia y>Ke 3akpblT. He 0cobeHHO oropyYmBLLUUCE, 1 6e3
Toro yctaswun Pog>xep nobpen obpaTHo.

B TeMHOM nepeysike fopory emy nperpaaunsia rpynna nogo3putenbHoro
Buga napHen. OOMH M3 HMX, MO BCEN BUAUMOCTW, NPenBOANTENb
LWaMKW, 0OBOJIbHO HaXaJibHbIM TOHOM MOMPOCKI MPUKYPUTL. Poaxxep
[OCTaNl CBOK BUAABLUYK BMAbl 3aXXWUranky U nofaj npocuBLIEMY.
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ToT 3aKypwui, MOJIOXKUA 3aXuUraaky cebe B KapMaH W Harsmao
ycTaBuacsa Ha Popxxepa. Mo pacllMpeHHbIM 3pavykam n 6esymMmHomy
61ecky B rnasax y napHen Poaxkep NOHAM, 4YTO OHU «noh Kandgom».,
Mockonbky nx 6b1s10 WEeCTepo, OH pacCyansl, 4HTO CBA3bIBATLCSA C HUMU
He cTouT, TeM Bosiee n3-3a TakoOW MesioYUn, Kak CTapas 3a)Kuranka.
Poo)xep xoTen 6b110 MATW [anblie, HO MapHU OKPYXWIU ero
MJOTHbIM KOJIbLLOM.

— NapgHo, pebaTa, 5 nonay, — CMNOKOMHO CKa3as Pooyxep u warHyn
Brneped. — lMponycTuTe-Ka MeHs.

MapHW He ABUHYNCL C MecTa. NnaBapb NPUCTasIbHO NOCMOTPEN Ha
Pop>xkepa u ckasan:

— Kygma 310 Thl cobpanca? A Hy, fan ciofa. — W OH NpoTaHyn
PYKY K Cepexxke C MafleHbKM BpunnanaHToM, KoTopyto Tom nogapun
Poo)xepy Ha geHb poxaeHus. bnecteswuin B MepTBeHHO-b1egHOM
CBeTe JIyHbl KaMeHb MPUBAEK BHMMaHWe rfaBaps, U OH SBHO He
cobumpancs oTkasbiBaTb cebe B yA0BO/IbCTBMN 3aB/IafleTb CEPEXKKON.

Pop>kep BCe Tak »Ke CNOKOWHO OTBEN €ro PyKy 1M NPOU3HeC:
— He Mory. 3To mMos. lanTe MHe MponTu.
naBapb Havan 3aMeTHO pa3fApakaTbCH.

— 4 ckasan, gan ctoga, — rpy6o noBTOpPWSI OH U CHOBA MPOTSHYJ
pyKy. OcTanbHble 0b6cTynuan Poaykepa elle naoTHee.

— 3Haellb 4To, — MUpoItbUBO ckasan Poaxxep, 6yaTo obpallasch
K HECMbILWIeHOMY pebeHKy; OH MPeKpPacHO MOHUMAJI, YTO 3TUX pebsaT
Jlydlle He 3/InTb. — Ecnm BaM Hy>XHbl AeHbr1, TO 40/J1IapOB AECATb
y MeHs HabepeTcsi, a cepexky s oTAaTb He MOry, MoOHMMaeLlb?

— Tbl MHe celyac Bce oThaWwb! — B3peBen rnaBapb. OQHON pyKoW
OH cxBaTun Popykepa 3a pykaB, a BTOPYK CYHyJl eMy B KapMaH
I>XMHCOB. OCTasibHble 0406pUTENBHO 3arangenu.

Pono>kep 3Han, 4YTO C TaKUM CTaAOM eMy B OONHOYKY HE CMNPaBUTbLCA.
KpnyaTb 1 3BaTb Ha NOMOLLb ToXe 6b1s10 6ecrnonesHo: B TOM palioHe,
roe oH Haxopwuncs, Bpag N KTo-HMbyab ocmenmncs 6bl BbirNAHYTb
Ha y/uuy B Takoe Bpems, TeM bosee BbINTU 1 pa3bupaTtbcsa c baHaon
HapkoMaHoB. Ho Popg)xep TeprneTb He MOr, KOorga K HeMmy Tak
6ecuepeMoHHO NpMKacaancb, MO3TOMY OH UHCTUHKTUBHO OTTOJIKHY
Harneua. TOT OKOHYaTeNbLHO pacCBUpenesn N KMHyJCSa Ha Poayxepa.
MoTacoBka 6bina Hepgonron; Poo)kep yaapwun rnaBaps BCero nBa
pasa, U TOT rpy3HO PyXHyNa Ha TpoTyap. HoO ons ocTanbHbIX 3TO
MOCY>KW0 CUFHAN0M K AENCTBUIO, U OHM Habpocnnnck Ha Pog)xkepa
BCEN Ky4en.

[lBoe napHen cxBaTunu Popykepa v OepXxann ero, CKpyTuUB emy
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3a CMUWHOWM pyKK, Tpoe APYrux Havaam 6UTb ero B INLO U B XXUBOT;
BCKOPE K HUM NPUCcoeanHuIICA U NOAHABLUNIACSA C 3eM/M rnaBapb. Bee
NonbITKM Poa)xepa BbIpBATbLCS ObIIN TLLETHLIMU.

N3 pa3buton rybbl 1 HOCa y HeEro XJblHy/a KPOBb, U MNpu BUAe
ee rnapHu csioBHO onbaHenn. OHW noBanunaun Pog)kepa Ha 3eMJI0
N NMPOAO/IKANIN C OCTEPBEHEHNEM M3OMBaTbL ero Horamu. K sTtomy
MOMeHTY Po)Kep y>Xe He nbiTajca CONpPOTUBAATLCA N CTapaJsicA
VWb NPUKPBLITHL FOJIOBY, HO KOMY-TO W3 HanagaBLUX BCe Xe
yhasnocb nornacTb eMy B 4esoCTb. B rnasax y Pogykepa C/I0BHO
JIOMHYJ1 OFPOMHbIA BO3AYLWHbIM Wwap. OH MoTepsn CO3HaHME U yXe
He 4YyBCTBOBaJ yAapoB. He no4yyBCTBOBaJ OH U TOro, Kak OAuH U3
napHewn, BbIXBaTUB HOX, HECKOJIbKO pa3 yaapwui ero B XWBOT U B
6OK.

Eule Kakoe-TO BpemMsa O3BepeBLUME HapKOMaHbl MNpoAoJSKanv
APOCTHO MWHaTb PacnpocTepToe OKpoBaBjeHHoe Teno. HakoHey
OHM yCTann, OTOWJN, TAXKEeNo Ablwa, B CTOPOHY U 3aKypuawu.
FnaBapb nogowen K Poa>kepy, HAKNOHUCA 1 00LLIapua ero KapMaHsbl
B NonckKax neHer. NoToM oH BbipBaa y Poaxkepa N3 yxa CEPeXKy n C
YXMbIJIKOW CKa3an:

— §1 )xe roBopw, 4TO Tbl MHe BCe oTAallb, y6040K.

% %k % % x

Y Toma B TOT Beyep OENCTBUTEJSILHO CUbLHO pa3bosienach rososa,
W, Kak OH HuK nobun BcTpedaTb Poaxxkepa ¢ paboTbl, eMy NpuULLINIOCh
MPUHATbL N3PAOHYIO 003y CHOTBOPHOrO M Jiedb B NocTenb. MUHYT
yepes COPOK eMy HakKoHeL, yAasioCb 3aCHYTb, HO CNaJl OH nJoxo. Emy
CHUINCb KakKue-TO CTPaHHble, XYTKME NIAN B MaCKax M YepHbIX
MaHTUAX. OHWM rHanucb 3a TOMOM MO HE3HaKOMbIM €My TeMHbIM
V3BUIUCTBLIM yMLL@M 1 B UTOre 3arHanu B Tynnk. OHW HacTynananm Ha
ToMa co BCeX CTOPOH N TAHYJIN K HEMY PYKU C AJINHHBIMU 3BEPUHLIMU
Kortamm. OAuH 13 HUX Npnbnnsunca K Tomy BNAOTHYO, cobupanch
BOH3UTb B HEro CBOM OCTpPble KOrTU, 1 TOM CO CAABNEHHbLIM KPUKOM
MPOCHYJCA.

Yacbl Moka3bliBanu OBa.

— bpea kakon-to, — npobopmoTan ToOM U NPOTSAHYN PYKY, HO
Poo)xepa psagom He oka3anocb. «OH, HaBepHOeE, Ha KyxHe», nogyMan
ToMm. B nocnegHee Bpems noroga NOCTOSAHHO MeHsNacb, U CcTapas
TpaBMa coBceM 3amy4una Pogxxepa. Mo HO4YaM OH 4acTo BCTaBa
N yXOOWU Ha KYXHIO: NpuHMMan boneyTtonsawouwiee, npuknagbiBan K
HOre rpenky v Kypun, oxxmnpas, noka JieKkapcTBo NOLENCTBYET.
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ToMm xoTen 6bi10 BbIATU K Pomxepy, NMpUXaTbCsl K HEMY U Kak-
HMOyAb MOCMellHee pacckasaTb MPO CBOW AypaukuiA COH, HO
NMo4YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO COBEPLUEHHO He B Cuiax BCTaTb. OH Mokpenye
06HAN NoayLwKy Poaykepa 1 CNOBHO NPOBaSNACS B IrybOKYy TEMHYO
BOPOHKY.

% %k % % x

YTpom y [>KOHa nmneperopena asfekKTpuyeckas Kodeapka.
MepcnekTuBa MATU Ha paboTy 6e3 3aBTpaka €My pPeLINTENIbHO
He HpaBuaacb, N MO Oopore emMy MNPULLIOCH 3aNTK B Kade. Tam
6blfla 06bl4HaA YyTPEeHHAA Ton4yes, No3ToMy, Korga O>KoH npubexkan
HakoHeL, B CBOW crnopT3an, 6bi1o yXxe Havano gecatoro. Codwm,
MWIOBUAHAA agMMHNCTPaTOpPLUA 3a CTONKON NMpu BXOAE, Kak Bceraa,
NPUBETNBO YNbIOHYNACh.

— [>KOH, 4TO cnyymnock? Muctep Makceenn Tebs yxe naTHagUaTb
MUHYT XIeT, y Tebsi C HUM NHAMBMAYaNbHAs TPEHNPOBKaA.

— Mos KopeBapKa CKOPOMOCTUXXHO CKOHYasiacb, — 06bACHWA [>KOH,
CHSJT KYPTKY U CTaJ1 3aTaJIkuBaTb CBOIO CYMKY B LUKAUUK. — Thbl U He
npeacTasnsellb cebe, Kak C/I0XKHO CTasio pa3aobeiTs B Hblo-Mopke
YallKy Koge.

Codu paccmesnnachb 1 ckasana:

— TyT Kakas-TOo »XXeHuWuHa 3BoHWNa, Tebsa pa3bickmBana. Ckasana,
4TO 13 60bHNLbI.

— M3 60/1bHMLbI? — yAUBJIEHHO nepecnpocu [)KOH, BbirsAbiBas
n3-3a ABepLbl WKagymKa.

— HaBepHoe, KTO-TO M3 TBOUX MpuATesnen pewnn nowyTuTb, —
npogosixana Cou.

— A 4yTOo OHa cka3ana? — [>KOH 3anep wWKaguuk 1 noaoLen K
cTonke.

— YTO0-TO TaM C/Ay4MNocb C KakMM-To Pog>kepoMm CTapHWU... wnam
CTaHAN. DTO XKe, Ka)xeTcCs, TBOW ApYyr, C KOTOPbIM Bbl 3aHUMaeTeCh,
na? CMMNaTUYHbIA TaKOW, TEMHEHbKUA...

[>XKOH BCTPEBOXXEHHO NOCMOTpPES Ha Hee U BbICTPO CNPOCU:
— Tbl afpec 60nbHULLI 3anncana?

— [la, Ha BcsAKuM cnydanm, — otBeTtuna Cocu, npoTarneasa O>KOHY
IMCToK BymMarn. — XoTSa MHe BCe-TaKu Ka)KeTCH, YTO 3TO KaKOM-TO
rAynblA po3birpbill... O)XOH, Tbl Kyaa? A muctep Makcsenn?!
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Ho [O>xoH He oTBeTun. BbixBaTmB y Codun BymMarkky C aapecom
60)'IbHVILI,bI, OH CJIOMA roN0oBY BblJIETEN U3 CNOPT3ala.

* % % X% x

B KOMHaTe oXXnpaHuma XMpyprun4eckoro otneneHns 6bino LWYMHO 1
TeCHO.

— 370 Bbl IOXOH pan? — cTporo cnpocuna [>XOHa noJsHas
OEeXYpHasa cecTpa B 04Kax, CKJIOHUBLWIWCHL Hag Kunon bymar.

— [Ha, 1, — cka3an O>XO0H. — YTOo cayymnocs?

— Kewm Bbl npuxoantecsk Poaxxepy CTaHAN? Bbl ero poaCTBEHHUK?
— npofjoJskKana gonpalimeaTb cecTpa.

— HeT, A ero gpyr, — HeTepnennso oTBeTuN [J)KOH. — Bbl MOXeTe
MHe 06BSACHNTL, YTO NPON30LLN0?

CecTpa noagHsNa Ha [)KoHa rfnasa 1 Tak e CTpOoro ckasana:
— Cenyac npnaeT Bpay, oH BaM Bce 06bsacHUT. NocnanTe.

[>KOH OornaHyncsa, Ho BCce Kpecsa 6biin 3aHATbl. OH NMPUCIOHWUIICS
K CTeHe U CTan XaaTb. BCckope B KOMHATY OXWUAaHUA BOLLEN Bpavy,
BbICOKUN XYyNOW MYXYMHA C KPaCHbIMW OT YCTanoCTX rnasaMu; B
pyKax OH Jep>Xan HeCcKosbko 651aHKOB. [I)KOH BCTpPENeHyscs n
NMOACKOYMNJ K HEMY.

— 3ppascTeynte. A apyr Pomxepa CtaHAn. Ckaxute MHe,
HaKOHEeLl, 4TO C HUM?

— Tak... Pogxep CtaHnu... — npobopmoTan Bpa4y. OH 6Gpocun
6ernbin B3rnag Ha >koHa, Bbibpan n3 ctonkm 61aHKOB 0OMNH 1 Havan
YUTaTb:

— YeTbipe MPOHMKAIOLWINX HOXKEBbLIX PAHEHMWs B XXWBOT M OBa B
npasbli 60K... MoBpeXxaeHbl BHYTPEHHWE opraHbl, 60osbllas noTeps
KpoBu. BbiBMX NpaBoro njeya. [lpaBas pyka C/ioMaHa B 4eTblpex

MecTax... — Bpay 3a4mTbiBan XyTKWA CANCOK, He OTpbIBasACb OT
6rnaHka, N He BuAen, Kak rnasa [>koHa CTaHOBATCA OT y)aca BCe
wupe. — CrioMaHbl ceMb pebep, MHOXKECTBEHHbIE YLIMObLI MOYeK,

BbIBUX NpaBoro 6eapa, nepesioM npason 6epLoBON KOCTH, NepesioMbl
JIEBOW HOTM B Tpex MecTax... ObLnpHbIe KpoBonoATeKN B o61acTu
rpyaHOM KNeTKM U CNHbL. Jlerkoe coTpsiceHne mo3ra... PacceyeHa
npaBasi 6poBb, C/lIOMaHa HOCOBas Meperopofka, TpellMHa KOCTU
HV)XHE YesnoCTu C JIEBOW CTOPOHbLI, BbIbUTLI ABa 3yba, mopBaHa
MOYKa MpaBoro yxa.
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Bpay oTopBasica oT cnmcka M nocMoTpen Ha [)xoHa. ToT 6bin
HaCTOJ/IbKO Mopa>XeH YycCJiblllaHHbIM, 4TO He MOl BbIFrOBOPUTb HU
cnosa.

— Ha muctepa CTaHAN, BUAMMO, HaMasau C Uenbio orpabneHus, a
OH peLuna CONPOTUBAATLCA, — CKasasl Bpay. — Mbl yXe 3a89BUN B
nonuuuio. Ero Hawnm cerogHs yTpoM, OH Jiexxasn Ha TpoTyape 6e3
CO3HaHMS.

— 4 mory ero yBI/I/J,eTb? — BblAaBWU HakoHeL, [1>KOoH.

— Ero TONbKO 4YTO MpPOOMEpMpoBasn, OH €elle He OoTolien oT
HapKo3a, — MoKaya rosoBol Bpay, HO, YBUAEB, KakK [)KOH HamnyraH
N olwenoMieH, cMarymncs n gobasmn: — lMpuxognuTe Yaca yepes
nBa...

B nonHom pacTtepsaHHOCTU [>KOH Bbiwen B BONbHUYHbLIA Caguk u
CceJl Ha CKaMelnKy, NbiTasaCb MPUBECTU MbICSIN B MOPAOOK U OCO3HATb
nponsowepnwee. Ha MrHoBeHue OH YyAMBUICSA, Y4TO WU3BECTUIN
MMEHHO ero, a He ToMa, HO TyT e BCMNoMHUN: Popxxep Kak-To
CKa3aJl, 4TO MoYTU C CaMOro Havyasla Ux 3HAaKOMCTBa, KOraa OH eLlle
HMKOro B Hbto-Vlopke He 3Han, OH Ha BCAKWI CayYali Bcerga HOCUT C
cobon MNMCTOoK € TenedOoHHbIMN HOMepaMn [>KOHa.

O>xoH nogyman, 4to ToM, AO/MKHO ObITb, CXOOUT C yMa OT
6ecnokonctBa. Kak OH ckaxeT ToMy O TOM, 4YTO CAYYUSIOCb C
Pop>xepoM, [>XKOH He MMen HW Manenwero NoHATUS, HO chenaTb
370 6b110 Heob6x0aMMO. [P)KOH B340XHYJ, MOAHAICA CO CKAMENKN n
pewnTenbHbIM LWaroM Hanpaswuicsa K TesiepoHy-aBToMaTy.

* k %k %k X
— Kakon xe 9 nanot! — COKPYLUEHHO BOCKJUKHYJ ToM. OHwu
c I>koHOM cupenn B B6ONBLHUYHOM Cauke U Kypuan. — Y MeHs

BYepa rosioBa MPOCTO pacKasbiBasacb. $, HaBEpHOe, CJINLLIKOM
MHOIO0 CHOTBOPHbIX TabneTok MpuUHAA, MOTOMYy 4TO S BGyKBaJibHO
OTKJYMACA. A yTpoM pewuns, 4To Pof y>ke Ha paboTe, 4TO OH He
xoTen MeHs byanTe...

Tom HeBecesio ycMexHyncs v nostopun: — Ox, ngunor...
— Tbl HE BMHOBAT, — MSANKO CKa3a/ [J>X0oH.

— [Oa g noHumato... Ho ecnm 6bl 9 cpa3zy coobpa3wnna, 4TO OH
He BEpHYJICH, MOXeT, ero 6bl paHbwe Hawau... O rocnogn! —
Tom 6pocun curapeTy U 3anyCTua najblbl B CBOU 1 6€3 TOro yxe
B3bepoLUeHHble BOJIOCHI.
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B 60/1bHUNYHbIN CaauK TOpONAMBO Bown BpanaH, DHHWU, CTUB U1
Kappwu.

— Y710 C POOOM? — B OZINH FOJIOC CMIPOCUIN OHM.

— lNoka HesacHo, — oTBeTUN [)KOH, MOAHNMANACbL UM HaBCTpe4y. —
Ero npoonepunpoBanm 4aca nosaTopa Ha3aa.

— Kak e Tak nonyymnocb? — HepoyMmeHHo crnpocun CTue un
rnocMmoTpes Ha ToMa. — lo4yeMy ero HalIn TOJSIbKO YTpoM?

ToM 6eCcnoMOLLHO MOAHSAN ra3a Ha pebarT.

— OcTaBb ero, — Tnxo cka3a I>xoH. — OH He 3Han... — CTuB xoTen
CMNpPOCUTb 4YTO-TO elle, HO D,)KOH 3HaKOM Benesl eMy 3aMos14aThb ”
npubaBun: — ITo cenyvac He BaxHo. CaguTech, pebaTa. MNogoxaem
OCTaJIbHbIX N MPOBEPUM, MOXKET, K POy y>Ke MOXXHO 3aNTWu.

) %k % % x

Bcex peBATepbiX B NanaTy, eCTeCTBEHHO, He nycTunu, Ho [>KoH
HacTosa Ha TOM, 4TOObI eMy no3BoJinn BONTK BMecTe C TOMOM.

YBupes Poo)xepa, ToM axHysn v B y>ace oTwaTHyncda. [>KOoH
nognep)as ero, Ho caM 4YyTb He ynaJ, Korga ysuaes, BO 4TO
npeBpaTUIOCh NNLL0 ero gpyra.

CmoTpeTb Ha Popxxepa 6bI1I0 MPOCTO CTpalWlHO, OAHako Tom
cobpancsa c ayxom n nopowien nobnmxe.

— Popa, — TUXOHBLKO NMO3Ban OH, HO Podykep HE NOBEPHYJ FON0BLI U
He OTKpPbI rnas.

— locnoan, — npowentan ToMm. OH 6eccMnbHO ONYCTUACHA Ha
CTYyNn 1 noBepHyncsa K I>XoHy. ToT Monydan; npu enae Poaoxxepa Bce
oboapstowme cnoBa, KOTopble OH cobupancs cka3aTb, BbleTENN Y
Hero U3 roaoBbl. Yepes HECKOJIbKO MFHOBEHUI OH BCE )Ke ONMOMHUCH
N CyMmesn rnporoBopuTb:

— NpeM. Mol 3arnsiHeM K HeEMY MNOMo3>ke, Korga OH O4YHeTCS.

— Tbl MOW, — paccesiHHO ckasan ToM U1 MPUABUHY CTYJ1 BAIOTHYIO
K KpoBaTu. — aun, a 1 MoKa TyT NMOCKXY.

[>XXOH MNoHAN, 4To nepeybexnaTb ero 6ecrnosiesHo N 4To ToM He
IBUHETCS C MecTa, Noka Pom)xep He OTKpPOeT rna3a. [1o3ToMy OH
MOJ14a KMBHYJI, MOBEPHYJICA U BbILLES B KOPUAOP, NMPUKPLIB 32 CO6OIA
OBepb.
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Popoxepa Hecna 6arpoBo-kpacHas peka, MepHO KaTuBLUas CBOM
Boabl B 6arpoBo-kpacHoM necy. Hapg ero ronosoun, B 6arpoBom
Hebe, cTosano 6arposoe conHue. OH HUYEro He 4YyBCTBOBaJ, U Ha
ayuwe y Hero 6biJ10 CMOKONHO, Kak HuMKorga. [naBaHuioo He 6bino
KOoHUa, HO Bapyr Poo)kep ycibiwan Kakon-To 3ByK. OH OoHoCKACSH
OTKy[a-To usganeka n bbin egBa pasnnmymmbiM. Pogykep Hanpsarcs
n npucnywanca. 3To 6bin ronoc, oo 6onm 3HakoMbin. OH YTO-TO
wenTaJs, HO YTO MMEHHO, Pof>kep HMKaK He Mor pa3obpaTb. N TyT B
NeHnByto 6ecneyHoCTb MeasieHHOro ABMXXEeHUS NMOCTEMNEHHO CTala
NpoHnkKaTb 605b. OHa 6blna Tynow, HO BCE BPEMSA yCUIMBanachb.
HakoHeL, B rosioBe y HEro CJI0BHO CBEPKHYJ1a MOJIHUSA, U OH OYHYJICA.

Bce Teno CTpalwHOo 6oneno, oH He Mor noweBennTbcs. OH C TPpyaoM
pa3nenun oTekwune Bekn. Pagom cmagen ToMm, YTKHYBLUWUCH JIULLOM B
MPOCTbIHIO ¥ €ro 1eBoro rnJsjievya, N Txo noBTopAI:

— Pop, rocnogwn... begHbin mon... CBOJIOYN, KaK OHWU MOTJIMN...
Mep3aBusbl... boxe... Pogau...

Poo>xep nmoBepHyJ roJsioBy M MNOLLIEBENIN JIEBON PYKOW — 3TO BCe,
Ha 4TO OH b6bin cnocobeH, HO ToM yJIOBMA 3TO ABUXXEHMNE U Pe3KOo
BbIMpAMNICA. na3a Y Hero Oblnn KpacCHble N MOKpbIe.

— Pon!

Popr>xep nonpoboan ynblbHyTbCA. ToM BCko4Yua M xoten 6wiao
06HATbL ero, HO BOBpeMsi CMOXBATWJICS, CEJ1 Ha MECTO U OCTOPOXKHO
B35J1 €ero pyKy B CBOIO.

— Ponpwn...
Popoykep cnerka c>xan pyky Toma.

— JInceHoK... XopoLlo, 4YTO Tbl 34eCb... — €Jie C/bILHO BbIFrOBOPUJI
OH. Bbly1o BMAHO, 4TO OH AenaeT Haf cobon 6onblioe ycnnne. — He
njayb, He Hafo. A To MHe Bbl TOXKe Ha[o pacniakaTbCs, Aa a 6otch
CTaTb elle Kpacueee...

TOM WIMbIFHYJ1 HOCOM M TOXXe MNonblTanca ynblbHyTbCHA, HO Cne3bl
MoOTEKIN W3 ero rnas camum cobon. EmMy 60sbHO BbIIO CMOTpPETH
Ha Pogr>kepa. OH onycTwu rofoBy U MpUKasacsa WEKOW K ero pyke.
Poa>xep CHOBa NMPUKPbLIJ FN1a3a; OH y>XXe ycrnen ycTaTb, HO OT O4HOrro
NpUCyTCTBMUA TOMa eMy CTasio YyThb Jierye.

Bowen Bpav.

— BaM nydlue cenyac BbINTN, €MY HY>XXEH NOKOW, — CKa3as OH Tomy.
— MbI coenaem BCe, 4HTO CMOXKEM.
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ToM CNIOBHO O4HYJCS OT raybokoro cHa. [ennkaTHo nogaep>xmBas
ero noj, pyky, Bpay nomor eMy BCTaTb U BbIBES B KOPUIOP.

MNopownun pebata, obcTynunm unx.
— Hy 4T10? — cnpocun O>XOH.
Tom He oTBevan. Bug y Hero 66171 OTCYTCTBYHOLLMIA.

— CocCTOosiHME O4eHb TAXenoe, HecTabunbHoe, — CKa3an Bpay. —
He 3Hato, 4TO BaM cKa3aTb, pebaTa. LaHCbl HeBennkn. Mol fenaem,
4TO MOXEM, HO... — Bpay cMmylleHHO pa3Ben pykamu. [lomonyas,
OH NOoBepHYNCSH 1 ywen. OXXOH rnoaoXuna pyky ToMmy Ha naedo. Tom
MOAHAN Ha Hero nofHble cne3 rnasa. OH HakoHel, MNOJIHOCTbIO
OCO3Han, 4TO npomsouio, 1 OT MbICJZIN, HTO OH, BO3MO>XHO, 6onblue
He yBMAUT Poparkepa, He CMOXeT ero 0bHATb, He YCAbIWUT ero
ronoca, y Hero 6osbHO Cxasiocb cepgue. OH XoTen BbIMTM Ha
yauLy 3aKypuTb, HO BAPYF OXHY/N U CXBATWACA 3a rpyab. PebsAta
noaxeaTWUAM ero 1 ycagmnm B 04HO 13 CBOOBOOHbIX Kpecen.

— YT0 Takoe? — HaXMypPUBLLUUCL, CMPOCUT [I)KOH.

— He 3Hato. Y10-TO 4... ObllwaTbk He Mory... — npobopmoTan Tom,
BCe elle gep>kacb 3a rpyab. — OXXOH... Kak xe...

I>KOH cen pagoM C HUM 1 ob6HSAN 3a nJieyn.
— Hy-Hy, He Hapo. Ycnokoncsa. MoxeT, ewe obonpgercs...

Ho oH pgoragbiBancs, 4TO HagesATbCHA Ha 3TO He CTOMT. TOM BAPYr
YTKHYJIC JIMLUOM B €ro KypTKy W pa3pblgancs B rosioc. PebsTa
CMYLLIEHHO TONTAJIMCb BOKPYF, U [)KOH 3HAKOM MOMpPoCu NX BbINTU
B 60/IbHNYHbIV CaOuK.

* % % X% x

YeTbipe 4Yaca nposen ToMm y KpoBaTu Ponrkepa, Aep>Ka ero 3a
PYKY U He 0TX048 HW Ha war. Poa)kep nHorga npuxoaumn B cebs un,
yBuaes Toma, cnabo ynbibanca. bosbllylo YacTb BpeMeHU OH 6bin
6e3 co3HaHuA, a ToM cMOTpes Ha Hero n 6e33By4HO nMiakas. PebsaTa
MOHANN, YTO HNYEM MOMOYb HE MOrYT, U Pa3oLWanNCh. [I)XKOH ocTancs
B Kopupope, noobewaB NnpucMoTpeTb 3a TOMOM M B CJlydae 4ero
BCEM COOOLWNTL. HO 1 OT Hero 6b1s10 Mano Tonky. Bpems oT BpeMeHu
OH NoAXoAwuS K ABepu NajiaTbl, CMOTpes Ha ToMa U CHOBa OTX0A4W,
Kavas rosioson.

Kakas-To noXxunas »KeHLwnHa, sblliellas B Kopngop ¢ KOCTbIISAMU
Pa3MATb HOM, CKa3ajla y4aCTJ/INBO:
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— Hagzo »xe, Kakoll MaJibuuK npenaHHbIin, Kak npubexkan, Tak u He
YXOOUT.

TyT ToNbKO [)KOH BCMOMHWI, 4YTO y)Ke BUOEN ee — OHa rynsna B
Kopugope, Kkorga Tom npmumyancsa B 60sbHMLY N KOrga BbIXOAWA U3
nManaThbl B MepBbIN U MOCNEAHNI pa3, HO TOr4a HUKTO He obpaTun Ha
Hee BHMMaHWS.

— XeHa ero, 4To Nn, TyT NexuT? Sy Hero KosbLo obpyvasnbHoe
BMaena.

[>KOH nocMoTpes Ha Hee N cepbe3HOo CKasasl:

— HeT. Myx.

* % % X% x

B ToT e peHb Pomxxep yMmep. TpaBMbl OKasaJMCb CJIULLKOM
Cepbes3HbIMW, U K TOMY BpeMeHWu, Korga ero Halwin, OH noTepsn
CJ/INLLIKOM MHOIO KPOBW.

PebaTa Oblin MOTPSACEHbI N MoAaB/ieHbl. Bce oHM o4eHb bunu
Poa>kepa, 1 UM 6b1J10 TPYAHO CBbIKHYTLCS C MbIC/IbIO, 4TO ero 6osbLue
HeT, TeM Bbonee 4To OH Nornb Tak Henerno 1 CTpaLllHo.

Tom e Bnan B ctynop. OH coBCeM ocCfien oT rops, U yMyIApPEHHbIA
rOPbKMUM JINYHBIM OMNbITOM [I>KOH Ccpa3y coobpa3nsi, 4TO 3a HUM Hago
MOCTOSIHHO MPUCMaTpMBaTb. TOM MOr MOMNacTb NO4 MalUUHY, NMOTOMY
YTO He CMOTPES MO CTOPOHAM, UM SNEMEHTAPHO YMEPETL OT roJiIoAaa;
OH CTa/1 paBHOAYLIEH KO BCeMy. OCTaBNsATb ero ogHoro 6110 NpocTo
onacHo, n >kxoH npsaAMo u3 6onbHUUbl 3abpan ero kK cebe. MMocne
MoxopoH Poaykepa OH B35J1 0OTNYCK W OKOJI0 HeAe/N BbiXa>kuBas ToMa.
KnTTun emy To)XKe NpuULLIIOCh NepeBe3Tu K cebe, Tak Kak bonblue o Hen
HekoMy 6b1J10 N03aboTUTbLCS.

IHeM ToM 4Yacamu cuien B Kpecsie, Tyno rnsga nepen coboi,
a Mo HoYaM Mnjakall — TWUXO0, HO TaK ropbko, 4TO U Yy [XOHa
HaBOpaYMBaIMUChb CJie3bl Ha rnasa. PebsaTa 3axo4unv K HEMY, HO
ToMm 6biS1 HE B COCTOSIHUMN KOro-1M60 BUAETb WU C KEM-TO FOBOPUTb.
OH yxoOun W 3aKpbiBaics B BaHHOW, a pebsTa cupennm m TUXo
neperoBapuBaInNCh, NbITassCb 0CO3HAThL CBOK MOTEPIO.

Mpuas noHemHory B cebsi 1 Ha4yaB pearnpoBaThb Ha Npoucxoasliee,
ToM noHA, 4To ocTaBaThbCs B Hblo-Vopke 6onblue He MoxeT. Kak-To
BEYepoM, Koraa [>XoH roToBUJ1 y)KUH, TOM coobLLMa eMy, YTO peLuun
BEPHYTbLCS K POOAUTENSAM.
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— Mo)eT, 9 CKOTWUHA, HO A 6osnblle Tak He MOry, — CKas3aJl OH.
— Ha 410 HM nocMoTplo, MHe BCe Pofa HanoMmHaeT, U TakK TOWHO
CTaHOBUTCS, YTO XOTb Belwancs. He mory s 6onbuwe. NMNoHnMaews?..

— Ewe kak noHumato, — ckasan [)KOH, OTpbiBasCb OT CBOero
3aHATMSA N Ccepbe3Ho rnaasd Ha Toma. — W pebsaTa, 9 gymato, Toxe
nonmMyT. HaBepHoe, Tak 1 nNpaBAa Nyywe 6yger.

— 4 6yay Bac HaBewaTb. WNHorga... HaBsepHoe... — Tom obopsan
cebs n oTBepHyCA, 4TOObI BbITEPETh MNa3a.

— Bce obpasyeTcs, — HeyBepeHHO cKa3aja [O>XOH, 4Tobbl XOTb
4YTO-HMBYAb CKa3aTb. ToM 00epHyscs, N OHM HEKOTOPOE BPeEMS
BHUMaTesIbHO CMOTpenu Apyr Ha apyra. O6a noHumanu, 4To ecnu
BCe 1 obpasyeTcs, TO 3TO ByneT He CKopo.

* %k % % x

N cHoBa pebaTa cobpanucb y 30aHUa aspornopTa. TONbLKO Ha 3TOT
pa3 HUKTO He BecesuJcs; BCe CMYLLEHHO U MOAAaBJIEHHO MOoJ1Yanu.
[eByLlKN BbITUpann rnasa. HWKTO He 3Han, 4TO roBOpPUTb, Aa U
roBOpPUTb, COBCTBEHHO, BbIJI0 HEYero. KUTTu CMPOTAMBO CbeXXMNacCb
B CBOEWN KOp3UHKe.

— MHe 13 nonnumm 3BOHWUAN, — CKasan BApyr I>KoH. — 3Tnx
BbIPOAKOB BCE-TaKN rnorvmanu.

9710 6blNla NpaBaa. Yepes Tpu AHSA Nocse HanageHus Ha Poa)kepa
B loBesMpHYO0 naBky Ha CTo gBajuaTb nATon ynuue B Mapneme
npUWAN ABa NMOAO3PUTESIbHbLIX TUMA U CKa3aiun, 4TO XOTAT nponaThb
6puNnaHToOBYIO CcepexKy. PaccmaTpuBas ee, 4T0Obl OUEHUTDH
KaMeHb, CTapuK-lOBesMp 3aMeTW/ Ha 3aMKe caefbl 3anekwemncs
KpoBu. OH cnerka vicnyrancs, Ho He nopan suay. Kak TONbKO
MOCEeTUTENN YLUAW, HOBEAUP Bbi3BaJl NOAMLUIO M NOAPOO6HO onucan
nx.

— WX y>xe paBHO pa3biCKMBaX, OHM TOProBa/iM HapPKOTUKaMU
B WKonax, — gobasun OxoH. — A Tenepb ux byayT cyauTb 3a
ybuncrtso.

ToM MoS14a KMBHYJI. 2TO coobLleHme He BbI3BaJ10 Y HEMrO HX PagocTy,

HN ypoBneTBopeHusa. Co cmepTbio Popxxepa oH cnoBHO Boobuie
nepectan 4to-nmbo 4yBCTBOBATb. EAMHCTBEHHbLIM oOLllyLleHUEM
6blsla Tynas, caaBamBatowas rpyab 60b.

ToMm B nocnenHun pas noxxan I>KoHy pyKy, 06HS1 No o4epenn Bcex
peﬁﬂT n, noaxeatTme CBOW BeLlW, BOLWIEJT B 34aHNE a3ponopTa.
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PebaTa cMOTpenn eMy BC/ied, NMOKa OH HE CKPLIJICS U3 BUAY.

— BbenHbili ToM, — cKa3asa HakoHel DHHU 1 NpuxXanachk K bBpahany.
— Kak >e oH Tenepb byneT oauH...

OTBeTa He nocsaenoBaso, HO NO AnuaM pebaT bbio ACHO, 4TO BCe
OHW 33a4at0TCS TEM )KE BOMPOCOM.

% %k % X% x

Ha cnepyoownin eHb Ha nepBbiX CTPaHULUAX HbIO-MOPKCKUX raseT
TpaypHO YepHenu KpyrnHble OykBbl: «Byepa B 19:30 noTepnen
KpyLleHne camoneT KoMnaHuu "bpuTnw 3npyans”, cnepnoBasLUniA
peicoM Hbio-Mopk — JIoHaoH. Bce naccaxupbl U YNeHbl SKMNaxa
norn6an. Npu4nHbl aBnakaTacTpPodbl BbIACHAOTCA.»
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NMPUMEYAHUA:

[1] Oaneny Konnepx (Dulwich College) — cTapenwee y4yebHoe
3aBefeHue JIoHOOHa, ocHOBaH B 1619-m roay.

[2] «AHrAuyaHuH B Hblo-Wopke» (Englishman in  New-York) —
nonynspHas MNecHs pok-My3blkaHTa [oppgoHa CamHepa, 6onee
N3BeCTHOro nof nMeHem CTUHT.

[3] «Cap NaB3iH 1 3eneHbln Poinapb» (Sir Gawain and the Green
Knight) — aHrAMACKWA CTUXOTBOPHbLIN POMaH HEM3BECTHOro aBTopa
BTOPOW MONOBUHBLI 14-ro BeKa W3 LUKJa MO3M O KopoJsie ApType u
pbiuapsax Kpyrnoro Ctona.

[4] UnTaTa n3 «KeHTepbepunckmx pacckas3oB», MPOM3BEOEHUS
Dxeddpn Yocepa (Geoffrey Chaucer), aHrnunckoro nosta 1l4-ro
BEKa.

[5] ®un Konnuus (Phillip David Charles Collins) — monynspHbin
AHIINNCKUIA NMeBeL, My3blKaHT.

[6] «ne-To ecTb MecTo ansa Hac» (There's a Place For Us) — necHs,
Bblepwasn B 1993-m rogy B anbbome Both Sides.

[7] Knttn (anrn. «kitty«) — koTeHok, Kuca.
BUBJINOIrPA®USA:
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1) Tak rosopuam mygpeubl — CcoCcTaBuTenb bapcos, n3gatenLCcTeo
LeHTpronurpad.

2) The Concise Phil Collins

CkoHBepTupoBaHo 1 onybnmkosaHo Ha https://SamolLit.com/
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